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Fifth Sunday of Lent 
        10:30 am Sanctuary Service (Communion)   
    (During Worship: Children & Worship)   
  Post-service:     What’s Next for First Church? 
  
   9 

 
 Palm/Passion Sunday 

  10:30 am Sanctuary Service   
    (During Worship: Children & Worship) 
  11:30 am Coffee and Conversation 
 

  13 Maundy Thursday 
           7:30 pm Maundy Thursday Service of Tenebrae 
 

  16 Easter Sunday 
           10:30 am Sanctuary Service (Communion)    

  Post-service:  Coffee & Conversation 
 

  23 Second Sunday of Easter 
  10:30 am Sanctuary Service   
    (During Worship: Children & Worship)   

  Post-service:   
 

  30 
 
 Third Sunday of Easter 

  10:30 am Sanctuary Service   
    (During Worship: Children & Worship) 
  Post-service: First Church Readers 
 
   

Our Sunday morning service may be found anytime at www.firstchurchinalbany.org. 
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http://www.firstchurchinalbany.org/


From the Pastor 
 
Dear Friends, 

 
What’s next for First Church?  We’ve been discussing that question for several 
months as we have been thinking biblically and theologically about God’s purpose for 
the church and about what that means for First Church in particular.  
 
My pending retirement at the end of September raises some very practical questions 
about the immediate future for First Church and while we need to address those 
practical issues it’s important not to lose sight of the deeper questions: What is God’s 
purpose for us? How can we discern the Spirit’s leading? 
 
In the past when First Church has been between pastors, the church has enlisted the 
services of an interim pastor. The leadership committee of the congregation (Elders 
Jay Reohr and Peter Pagerey; Deacons Andrew Mondore and Erica Bliss; Trustees 
James Folts and Ross Westhuis) has already made some inquiries about possible 
interim pastors.  Joeanna Brown and Laura Casullo have also been asked to 
participate in the process of inquiring about possible interim pastors. Sometime 
before September the committee hopes to bring a recommendation to the Consistory 
and Board of Trustees for someone to serve in that capacity.  
 
An interim pastor serves under contract to provide pastoral care, preaching, worship 
and administrative leadership while the church is in the search process for a new 
senior pastor. Current staff will continue in their present positions and will work 
together with the interim pastor in caring for the church. 
 
In addition to providing pastoral services and coordinating the work of the church, an 
interim pastor can help guide the congregation through the transition. This is a 
significant time in the life of a congregation. There are many practical, spiritual and 
emotional challenges to be faced.  
 

Change is almost always challenging. There are losses to be grieved, new things to 
be welcomed, various trials and opportunities, both known and unforeseen, that lie 
ahead. But a time of change can be a time of significant growth. When we are going 
through major life events—a birth, a death, a change in jobs, a move to a new 
community, a graduation — we are often more open to what God is doing in our lives. 
That is true in the life of a congregation as well. It is a time to step back, take stock 
and ask, Where have we been? Who are we now?  What is on the horizon? And 
where is God in all this? 
 
So in the next several months while we will certainly be addressing practical 
concerns as we prepare for a transition in leadership, we will also be taking time to 
explore deeper issues by listening to each other, paying careful attention to scripture, 
learning from our past, seeking God in the present, and praying and learning together 
about what it means to be God’s people in this time and place.  
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Indeed, we’ve already been doing that in some of the discussions we have been 
having after worship, and we will be scheduling more. I have been very grateful for 
being able to listen to others offer their insights into scripture, reflect on their own 
lives, and share their concerns and hopes for First Church. These have been “holy 
conversations.”  So when you are able to do so, please stay after worship and join 
us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
John D. Paarlberg 
 
 
 

At Home with the WORD 
Daily Bible Readings from the Common Lectionary 
April 1

st 
- April 30

th
 

 
Now available online at: www.rca.org/resources/home-word 
 

1. John 11:38-45 
2. Fifth Sunday in Lent 
3. Psalm 118:1-2 
4. Psalm 118:19-29 
5. Matthew 21:1-11 
6. Isaiah 50:4-9 
7. Psalm 31:9-16 
8. Philippians 2:5-11 
9. Palm/Passion Sunday 
10. John 12:1-11 
11. John 12:20-36 
12. John 13:21-32 
13. Maundy Thursday; John 13:1-17, 

31-35 
14. Good Friday; John 18:1–19:42 
15. Lamentations 3:1-9, 19-24 

16. Easter Sunday 
17. Acts 2:14, 22-28 
18. Acts 2:29-32 
19. Psalm 16 
20. 1 Peter 1:3-9 
21. John 20:19-23 
22. John 20:24-31 
23. Second Sunday of Easter 
24. Acts 2:14, 36-41 
25. Psalm 116:1-4 
26. Psalm 116:12-19 
27. 1 Peter 1:17-23 
28. Luke 24:13-27 
29. Luke 24:28-35 
30. Third Sunday of Easter

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

4 

   CROP Hunger Walk 
 Sunday May 7 
 The 2017 Albany CROP Hunger Walk will be held on May 7, at the First Lutheran Church 
 on Western Avenue in Albany. The CROP Hunger Walk is an annual community-wide 
 event sponsored by the Capital Area Council of Churches and Church World Service. 
 It is organized by local volunteers to raise funds to help end hunger globally and locally. 
 The walk will begin at 1:30 pm, preceded by registration at 12:30 pm. Walkers can follow 
 a 3 mile loop or a shorter one mile loop. 
 
 Diane Wuerstlin (373-3271) will be available during coffee hours after worship for the 
 month of April to provide information and for you to sign up. www.firstchurchinalbany.org.   
 

 
 

 Drive-in Worship begins Sunday, May 7, 9 am  
 Each Sunday in May through the first Sunday in September worshippers gather in the 
 Sheridan Avenue parking lot and in Clee Park for a half-hour worship service led from the 
 outdoor pulpit. 
 

 Camp Fowler  

 Is your child or grandchild registered for summer camp at Camp Fowler? 
 Some children (in grades 3-8) from the church are planning to register for "Mini Una 
 Tierra," June 25-29 (Sunday to Thursday).Pastor John Paarlberg will be one of the cabin 
 counselors that week. Other weeks (both in-camp and out-camp) for other ages 
 groups  are also available. Or consider going with the whole family to Family 
 Camp, August 21-25. For more information and to register go to the Camp Fowler 
 website.   http://www.campfowler.org/online-registration 
 First Church will cover up to half the registration cost and additional aid is available. 
 Please contact Pastor Paarlberg or the church office. 

http://www.firstchurchinalbany.org/
http://www.campfowler.org/online-registration
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 Good Friday Service  
This year’s Capital Area Council of Churches Good Friday service will be held at Noon at 
the Church of St. Vincent De Paul. (900 Madison Ave., Albany). Burt Faye will be 
presenting, “I Know Their Sufferings. Horeb, Calvary, and the World”.  
Presider: The Rev. David Preisinger. 

 
 

 Last Overflow Shelter Dinner & Thank you! 
 We are grateful to all the people in our First Church Family who have been providing food 
 and doing deliveries for the Overflow Shelter Dinners at First Lutheran Church.     
 You can learn more about the shelter at http://www.capareacc.org/emergency-overflow-
 homeless-shelter/ 
 
 Thank You Dinner April 10

th 
for everyone who helped with the Overflow Shelter 

 Dinner 
  
 Everyone at First Church who helped make the dinners a success by providing dishes or 
 making deliveries is invited to an April 10

th 
Thank You Dinner.  The dinner is at First 

 Lutheran Church, 646 State Street at 6 pm.  Please email Mary Bon at 
 maryebon@verizon.net or call the Capital Area Council of Churches Office at  
 462-5450 if you would like to attend.   
 

 
 First Church Readers Group Will Meet April 30th 

The First Church Readers will meet April 30 to 
discuss April’s Book, Evicted by Matthew Desmond. This 
meticulously researched book paints a brutal and 
disturbing picture both of families and individuals held 
hostage by poor choices, exorbitant rents, condemned 
properties and a vicious cycle of poverty, and the landlords 
who deal with them.   

 
    
May’s book is: Lady Copy Makes Trouble by Amy Stewart. Based on the true story of the 
first woman Deputy Sheriff and her struggles and adventures in the early 1900s where 
women who eschewed the traditional roles of homemaker and mother had to fight to find 
a place in a man's world. 

 
  
 

http://www.capareacc.org/emergency-overflow-
http://www.capareacc.org/emergency-overflow-
mailto:maryebon@verizon.net
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 May 12th Organ Concert at First Church in Albany  
 Co-sponsored by the Northeastern NY Chapter AGO (American Guild of Organists) 
 and The First Church in Albany 

 
      We are indeed fortunate to welcome Berry van Beckum to play at the       

organ concert on May 12th at 7:30 pm at First Church in Albany as 
part of our May Heritage Weekend Anniversary Celebration. Mr. Van 
Beckham is a well-known Dutch organist and is active as an 
improviser, composer, and soloist. He is a master of many styles 
including classical repertoire, improvisation and jazz. He is the 
husband of Nijmegen organist, Jeddy Podt, who was scheduled to 
play the concert but is unable to perform because of illness. 

 
A graduate of the conservatory in Arnhem where he studied organ 
and piano with Bert Matter and Jacques Hendriks, he did further 
studies with Harald Vogel (Germany) and Louis Thiry (France) and 
improvisation lessons with Bert van den Brink (piano) and Jan 
Welmers (organ). A professor of organ and piano, Mr. Berry is 
attached to the Lindenberg Center for Art and Culture in Nijmegen. 
He has received several prizes at international organ competitions 

(including at the Dollard Festival.)  He has concertized throughout Europe and has recorded 
numerous CDs including works of Messiaen, Bach and  Reger. He is also a noted jazz organist and 
appears regularly as part of the jazz trio HOT (Het Orgel Trio). In 2011, Berry van Berkum was 
appointed organist of the Nicolaïkerk in Utrecht.  

 
 A recent reviewer said: 
 In the hands of Berry van Berkum, the impressive sound machine (organ) with all its heavy basses 
 and clear trumpets grinds, hauls and thunders. Jazz classics of Charles Mingus, Duke Ellington 
 and Charlie Parker get a surprising twist. Old music in its turn transforms into sizzling improvisations.        

  
The Weathervanes 
Our 375th Anniversary Tour 

   
The February and March meetings were cancelled due to bad 
weather and we have re-scheduled our “tour” for April. Join the 
Weathervanes on Wednesday, April 19th, at 12:30 p.m. in 
Zimmerman Hall for fellowship, lunch, and program. Bring a 
sandwich. Coffee, tea, and dessert will be served. After lunch,  
Tom Allison will take us on an armchair tour of our church and tell us 
something of its past about which you may not know. From the lore 
of our two historic pulpits and beloved weathervane to some things 

that were hidden until 1931, you will find it is an interesting story.   
 
Please telephone Audrey Ming (456-5485) to let her know that you plan to attend.  
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First Church Food Pantry 

 
 

 First Church would like to thank Lorraine Houk, the First Church Food Pantry Manager for 
 submitting a grant that we received from the Stewart’s Shop Holiday Match donation. Here is 
 the photo of some Wednesday volunteers and Lorraine that we sent to Stewart’s as a thank you. 

 

FOCUS  Easter Sunrise Service 
 Joe Paparone, our FOCUS advocacy coordinator, will be the preacher for the FOCUS 
 Sunrise Service at 6:30 am Easter morning, April 15. We will meet again on the west 
 steps of West Capitol Park (close to the Alfred E. Smith building on Swan). A hot 
 breakfast will be provided again at Emmanuel Baptist Church at 7:15, following the 
 service. All are invited! 
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FOCUS  
Building the Beloved Community: Racism and Beyond  

 Friday Night April 28, 2017 from 7 to 9pm at the First Church in Albany 
 Saturday April 29, 2017 from 9:30am to 3:30pm at the First Church in Albany 
 Many people of faith are concerned about racism in America today.  Where do we 
 start?  What can we do?  How can we recognize and respond not just to explicit bias and 
 injustice, but also understand implicit bias?   
 
 What is "white privilege" and its role in society today? How can we respond to the 
 systemic nature of racism in our politics, our economy, public education and our criminal 
 justice system? 
 
 Join us to learn what you can do! 
 
 You are invited to a gathering: 
 BUILDING THE BELOVED COMMUNITY: Racism and Beyond 
 Facilitated by Sisters Patty Chappell and Anne-Louise Nadeau 
 
 Get your tickets through Eventbrite: https://buildingthebelovedcommunity.eventbrite.com 
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 FOCUS Fires in the Mirror 
Join us at Delmar Reformed Church on Sunday afternoon, April 30th at 2 pm. 
 

 
 
"Fires in the Mirror" is a powerful look at the presumptions and fears we all have about 
people who look different from us or practice a different religion.  A "must see" for people 
of faith concerned about racial justice.  
 
7 actors playing 27 roles representing the people & events during and after the 3 days 
riots in the Crown Heights neighborhood of Brooklyn August 19-21, 1991. 
 
Sponsored by FOCUS Churches of Albany. Production by Callaloo Theatre Company. 
Karen Christina Jones, director. Free will offering to defer costs.  
 
Plan to stay for a moderated discussion as a follow-up to the play. 

 
 Rev. Cameron Monthly Brunch 
 Rev. Bill Cameron began gathering a group for lunch on the first Thursday of the month.  
 The group continues to meet each month at the Gateway Diner, 899 Central Ave. in 
 Albany.  Anyone can join us starting at 12:15 and stay until you wish to leave. Each 
 person pays for their own meal. Contact Donna E. Schultz at deschultz07@aol.com or 
 518.429.1255. 

 

mailto:deschultz07@aol.com


 
 

10 

 Youth Group Camp Fowler Weekend 
  

    

   
  
 Easter Flowers 
 Orders for Easter memorials must be received at the Church Office no later than April 
 7

th
, Friday.  A donation of $10 or more per plant is requested.  Please make your check 

 payable to “First Church in Albany” (marked: lilies).  After Easter, the plants will be 
 distributed to our homebound members. 

 
 
 
. 
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§               §               § 
 
The deadline for the April issue of FAMILY is April 12. 

 

§               §               § 
 

 

     Thank you 

        In an email received from one of our neighbors:  
 “I wanted to express how much I appreciate your banner welcoming immigrants and 
 refugees. I work in the area and it is such an encouragement to see your sign of welcome 
 at a time when we are politically being fed mandates that are to the contrary. Thank you!” 
 

 Thank you 

¶ Beth Davis, 169 Canerbury Road, Blackburn, Victoria, Australia made a donation 
to the Community Ministries Fund in celebration of the 375

th
Anniversary. 

 

¶ Willem & Mia Westman made a donation to the Community Ministries Fund 
 

Memorial 
¶ In celebration of the life of Henry Fox a gift has been received from Barbara & 

Walter Murray, Jr. for the Clee Park Memorial Fund 
 

¶ In celebration of the life of Henry Fox a gift has been received from Shirley 
Joosten for the Lynn T. Joosten Scholarship Fund. 
 

¶ In celebration of the life of Harriet Sinclair a gift has been received from Betty 
Pierce for the Lynn T. Joosten Scholarship Fund. 
 

¶ In celebration of the life of Harriet Sinclair a gift has been received from Deborah 
Paris for the Clee Park Memorial Fund 

 

 In Sympathy 
 Our sympathy is extended  to the family and friends of Bea Gray, who passed away on 
 March 26.  
  

 In Friendship 
 If anyone would like to correspond with Alberta Fox, her daughter has sent us the 
 following address:  
  Alberta Fox 
  148 Amherst Street 
  Amherst, NH 03031 
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