
THE FIRST CHURCH IN ALBANY 
(Reformed Church in America) 

110 North Pearl Street, Albany, NY  12207 ~ (518) 463-4449  
Email: info@firstchurchinalbany.org ~ Website:  www.firstchurchinalbany.org ~ Sunday Worship: 10:30 am 

 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today 

In response to God's unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we are called 

to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes young and old, 

families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual 

orientation and gender identities, differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We 

welcome into the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit 

ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where all are loved. 
  

 Fourth Sunday of Easter  

April 22, 2018 
 

Prelude Two Chorale Preludes  

 

          Rustic Suite:  The Gentle Shepherd                   Alec Rowley 

 

            St. Columba (The King of Love my shepherd is - Hymn 171)   Healey Willan 

 

Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 

Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth.       
Psalm 124:8 

Amen.  

O Lord, we come this morning knee-bowed and body-bent before your throne of grace.  

Our shepherd, you supply our need; most holy is your name. 

O Lord – this morning – bow our hearts beneath our knees, and our knees in some lonesome 

 valley. 

In pastures fresh you make us feed, beside the living streams. 

We come this morning like empty pitchers to a full fountain, with no merits of our own. 

You bring our wand’ring spirits back, when we forsake your ways. 

O Lord, open up a window of heaven, and lean out far over the battlements of glory, and 

 listen this morning. 

You lead us, for your mercy’s sake, in paths of truth and grace.  

from Psalm 23 and James Weldon Johnson 

mailto:info@firstchurchinalbany.or
http://www.firstchurchinalbany.org/
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*Hymn  #172    My Shepherd Will Supply My Need              RESIGNATION 
 

CONFESSION 

God of Creation, remind us 

that you have made this earth in all its wonder, 

that you have given us responsibility for its care 

that even our smallest actions can impact countless beings. 
 

Forgive us when we forget.   
 

Gentle God, remind us  

that in your family  

no one is unattended,  

or considered "less than,"  

or left outside the fold of your realm.   
 

Forgive us when we forget.   
 

Gracious Spirit, remind us 

that you offer us many gifts, 

that you have called us to serve you, 

that our love for you is revealed in all our words and deeds. 
 

Forgive us when we forget.   
   The prayer may continue in silence. 

Assurance of Pardon   
 

*The Peace  

May the Welcoming Shepherd who loves the world so much that he is willing to lay 

down his life to save us, grant us peace in our hearts and enough left to share. 
 

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Let us greet one another with the peace of Christ. 
 

*Response  (Tune: PUER NOBIS NACITUR) 
      

 O Jesus, Savior, Gentle One,  

 come take our hearts to be your own,  

 That we may give you all our days  

 the willing tribute of our praise.   



3 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
      
The Prayer for Illumination  

 

Eternal God, in the reading of the Scripture, may your word be heard; in the 

meditation of our hearts, may your word be known; and in the faithfulness of 

our lives, may your word be shown.  Amen.  
 

The Epistle Lesson  1 John 3:16-24 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

 A Word with Children 
 

Anthem Halle, Halle, Halle                     John Bell Arr. Marty Haugen 

 

Halle, halle, hallelujah! Oh, God to whom shall we go? You alone have the words of 

life. Let your words be our prayer and our song. We sing:  Halle, hallelujah. My 

sheep hear my voice, says the Lord. When I call them, they follow me. I will lead 

them to rest by the restful streams: Halle, hallelujah. 
 

The Gospel Lesson  John 10:11-18 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The Sermon      Job Description 

 

The Prayer for Blessing on the Word 
 

THE RESPONSE TO GOD 

 

*Hymn  372             Lord, I Want to Be a Christian     I WANT TO BE A CHRISTIAN 
 

 Offering 
 

Offertory 
 

Jesus, Shepherd, Walk Beside Us                        Johann Sebastian Bach 

   Jesus, shepherd, walk beside us, Keep us in your tender care. 

With your loving mercy guide us, Where the quiet waters flow; 

When we walk, with darkness round us, You are near, we fear no ill. 

With your love and Kindness round us, Where you lead us we will go. 
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*Doxology  (Tune: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, no. 455) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise, praise Creator, praise the Son, 

Praise Holy Spirit, Three in One,  

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

The Joys and Concerns of the Church 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
              

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

*Hymn  387  Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us                       BRADBURY 
 

*Charge and Blessing 
 

Postlude   Trumpet Voluntary II                              William Rowan 
    

A 

*Those who are able please stand 
 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS: Liturgist; Preacher: The Rev. Lynn Carman Bodden; 

Minister of Music: Mary Bon; The Choir of First Church; Doug Persons, Trumpet; David 

Bon-Keen, tenor. 
 

We welcome all who gather to worship God this morning, especially visitors and 

friends from near and far.   Please sign our guest book or complete a visitor’s card  

(found in the pew rack) and place it in the offering plate. Please join us for refreshments  

and conversation after worship downstairs in Zimmerman Hall. 
 

The Prayer of Confession is adapted from the work of the Rev. Rosemary McCombs 

Maxey. 
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Children and Worship: A Joyful Way to Worship God 

In the Children’s Worship Center, children ages 4 – 12 experience the wonder and mystery 

of God through unique storytelling, singing, prayer, and creative expression. Children ages 4 

– 12 are invited to go the Children’s Worship Center after the children’s sermon.  Please see 

the Worship leaders. The last day of Children and Worship for this program year will 

be May 13.  We thank all the adults, youth and children who have been a part of Children 

and Worship this year! 
 

First Church is an accessible building:   

• We have an elevator so you can reach every floor.   

• Hearing assist devices are available for your use. Please ask an usher. 
 

 An Automated External Defibrillator “AED” is located in the lobby attached to the 

wall outside of the workroom. 
 

 

The flowers this morning are given in memory of Mildred and E. Mason Snow. 
 

Reminder: If you have not made a contribution for your Easter plant please make your check 

payable to “First Church in Albany” (memo – “Easter Lilies”) in the amount of $10.00 or 

more per plant. 
 

If you feel called to become a member of First Church or would like to learn more about 

membership here, please join us in the Parlor on the Main Floor at 11:45 for conversation 

with the pastors and the Elders!  A second part of this conversation will be held next week, 

April 29. 
 

First Church Readers will meet today in the Powell Room on the Main Floor to discuss 

After Long Silence by Helen Fremont.  Everyone is welcome. 
 

Care Callers will meet today in Sue’s office for in-home Communion practice after worship. 
 

Emergency Overflow Shelter Final Dinner will be April 23 in Wittenberg Hall, First 

Lutheran Church.  All supporters, volunteers, staff and guests are welcome.  Please reserve 

your spot through the Council of Churches (518-462-5450). 
 

Search Committee nominations will continue through April.  Please use the form in your 

bulletin.  Remember, you must ask your nominee if s/he wishes to be considered. 
 
 

 



6 

 

Drive-in Worship begins Sunday, May 6th, 9 a.m. Each Sunday in May through the first 

Sunday in September worshippers gather in the Sheridan Avenue parking lot and in Clee Park 

for a half hour worship service led from the outdoor pulpit. If you arrive before 9:30 a.m. for 

the Sanctuary Service, please park in the Orange Street Lot or in the large lot against the wall 

that borders North Pearl Street. 
 

The CROP Walk is being held again this year on Sunday, May 6th, beginning at First Lutheran 

Church, 646 State Street, Albany. Registration opens at 12:30pm and the walk begins at 1:30pm. First 

Church has a proud tradition of participation in this fundraiser which supports the work of Church 

World Service in hunger relief and development projects, as well as local food pantries and soup 

kitchens. Will you be a walker? A sponsor? Please pick up a packet in the lobby after worship. 
 

Pocket Prayer Shawls are available at today’s Worship. Please ask one of our greeters and 

they can provide a basket of pocket prayer shawls to choose from. Pocket Prayer Shawls are 

made and filled with prayers and can be given to someone in need of comfort, healing, or a 

reminder of the closeness of God. 
 

If you are able to speak a language other than English, please speak with Pastor Lynn 

about an opportunity to help in worship on May 20.  Thanks! 
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THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHURCH 

 

 Sunday 4/22 Fourth Sunday of Easter 

    9:30 am  Festival Choir 

    10:30 am Sanctuary Service  

      The Rev. Lynn Carman Bodden, preaching 

      Children & Worship (during service) 

    11:30 am Coffee and Conversation 

    11:45 am New Members Class - Parlor 

    11:45 am  First Church Readers – Powell 

    11:45 am Care Callers Communion Practice – Sue’s  

      Office 

    

Monday 4/23 9:00 am – 11:30 am – Food Pantry Open 

    

Tuesday 4/24 12:00 noon Bible Study    

    

Wednesday 4/25 9:00 am – 11:30 am – Food Pantry Open 

    12:00 pm AA Meeting 

    12:00 pm Prayer for the Church – Sanctuary 

  

Thursday 4/26 6:00 pm NVC Practice Group 

   7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 

 

Saturday 4/28 12:00 noon Leona Murray’s Memorial Service followed by  

     Reception in Zimmerman Hall 

     

 Sunday 4/29 Fifth Sunday of Easter 

    10:30 am Sanctuary Service  

      The Rev. Lynn Carman Bodden, preaching 

      Children & Worship (during service) 

    11:30 am Coffee and Conversation 

    11:45 am New Members Class - Parlor 
     

 


