
THE FIRST CHURCH IN ALBANY 
(Reformed Church in America) 

110 North Pearl Street, Albany, NY  12207 ~ (518) 463-4449  

Email: firstchurch@verizon.net ~ Website:  www.firstchurchinalbany.org ~ Sunday Worship: 10:30 am 

 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today 

In response to God's unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we are 

called to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes young and 

old, families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, 

sexual orientation and gender identities, differing physical and mental abilities, believers and 

seekers. We welcome into the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, 

we commit ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where all are loved. 

 

Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 

February 19, 2017 
 

THE APPROACH TO GOD 
 

Prelude     Meditation                                                                                     Iteke Prins 
 

Announcements      
 

Call to Worship  
 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
 

Amen.                    Psalm 124:8 and from I Corinthians 3:16-20 
 

 Hear what the Apostle Paul wrote to the church in Corinth: 

 Do you not know that you are God’s temple, 

 and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? 
 

 God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple. 
 

 Do not deceive yourselves. 

 If you think you are wise, you should become fools 

 so that you may become wise. 
 

 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness to God. 

 As it is written: The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise. 

 God knows that they are futile. 

mailto:firstchurch@verizon.net
http://www.firstchurchinalbany.org/
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*Hymn   263   Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise                                          ST. DENIO          
 

Prayer of Confession                                                            from St. Cyril, 5
th
 century Egypt 

 

 O God of love, you command 

 that I should love others as you love me. 
 

 Though I have lived in an unworthy way, 

 and wandered from your ways, 

 still you gave your Son for my life and for my salvation. 
 

 So now, in my days on earth, 

 grant me a mind that forgets past ill will. 

 Grant me a pure conscience, noble thoughts, 

 and a heart to truly love all others. 

 Through Jesus Christ, your Son and my Lord.  Amen. 
 

                Silence for reflecting on our lives . . . 
                                   

Assurance of Pardon                                 from John 8:12 
 

*The Peace 

 Let us be imitators of God and live in love, as Christ loved us. 
  

 The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 And also with you. 

 

*Response                                                                                    Tune: ST. ANNE 

 Where charity and love prevail, there God is ever found; 

 Brought here together by Christ’s love, by love we thus are bound. 

 Let strife among us be unknown, let all contention cease; 

 Be Christ the glory that we seek, be ours Christ’s holy peace.  
 

Text:  Ubi Caritas, 8th century hymn translated by Omer Westendorf© 1960,  

ren. 1988 World Library used by permission of Onelicense # 11156981 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

The Prayer for Illumination  
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The Psalter  (from Psalm 119: 33-40) 
 

 O LORD, teach me the way of your statutes, 

 and I will observe them to the end. 
  

 Grant me understanding that I may keep your law 

 and observe it with my whole heart. 
  

 Lead me in the path of your commandments, 

 for I delight in them. 
  

 Turn my heart to your decrees, and away from selfish gain. 

 Turn my eyes from vanities.  Instead, give me life in your ways. 
  

 Confirm your promise to me, your servant, 

 which is for all those who fear you. 
  

 For I have longed for your precepts. 

 In your righteousness, give me life! 

   

Sung Response                                                                                 Tune:  ST. FLAVIAN 
 

Blest are all those who keep your word 

And practice your commands, 

Who with their hearts still seek you, Lord, 

And serve you with their hands. 
 

Great hope we find within your law;  

Thus firm our lives are bound.  

When trials, troubles, hurts arise, 

In you true life is found.    
 

Text copyright ©1986 by Fred R Anderson. Used by permission of Onelicense #11156981 
 

The Old Testament Lesson     Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18 
  

 The Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel Lesson     Matthew 5: 38-48 
  

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

A Word with Children 
(After the Children’s Sermon, children ages 4 -12 may go to the worship center for Children and Worship.) 
       

The Sermon   There’s Hope in Changing Our Minds 
 

The Prayer for Blessing on the Word 
 

THE RESPONSE TO GOD 
 

*Hymn 345    Dear Lord and Father of Mankind   (verses 1, 2 & 4)                           REST  
 

Offering 
  

Offertory     Eternal Light                                                                          Leo Sowerby 
 Eternal light, shine into our hearts; eternal goodness, deliver us from evil; eternal power, be 

 our support; eternal wisdom, scatter the darkness of our ignorance; eternal pity, have mercy 

 upon us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

*Doxology (Hymn 591)                                                             Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

 Praise Christ, all creatures here below;  

 Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  

 Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
 

The Joys and Concerns of the Church 
 

The Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.    
      

*Hymn  339    Be Thou My Vision                                                                        SLANE                        
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*Charge and Blessing 
 

*Postlude      Fantasy on an Irish Ballad                                                Andrew Clarke 
 

A      *Those who are able please stand. 

 
WORSHIP LEADERS: Liturgist: Rev. Susan Cox; Preacher: The Rev. Craig Hoffman; 

Organist: Iteke Prins; the Choir of First Church. WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS: The entire 

congregation. 
 

We welcome all who gather to worship God this morning, especially visitors and 

friends from near and far. Please sign our guest book or complete a visitor’s card (found 

in the pew rack) and place it in the offering plate. If you have questions about our ministry, 

we encourage you to speak with one of the pastors or an usher. There is an elevator in our 

building, which makes every floor accessible.  
 

Hearing assist devices are available for your use. Please ask an usher. 

 

Today we welcome the Rev. Craig Hoffman to our pulpit. Craig and his wife, the Rev. 

Jan Luben Hoffman, are the recently retired pastors of the Scotia Reformed Church. Next 

Sunday we will welcome the Rev. Rand Peabody as our guest preacher. Rand grew up at 

First Church and is a graduate of New Brunswick Theological Seminary and Andover 

Newton Theological School.  
 

The flowers this morning are given by Bob, Mary Beth and family in memory of Ken, 

Betty and Pat Huba. 
 

A group of Jews, Christians and Muslims, including some members of First Church,  

will be part of an interfaith travel seminar to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories 

February 16-27.  By traveling together we hope to learn from each other’s faiths and to 

witness together to our hope for justice and peace in the region. The Reformed Church in 

America “Light for the World/Peace Project” will be leading the group.  You may be able to 

see occasional posts from the group on their facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/www.lightfortheworld.org/ 
 

 

Children and Worship: A Joyful Way to Worship God  

In the Children’s Worship Center, children ages 4 – 12 experience the wonder and mystery 

of God through unique storytelling, singing, prayer, and creative expression. Children ages 

4-12 are invited to go to the Children’s Worship Center after the children’s sermon. 

https://www.facebook.com/www.lightfortheworld.org/
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Thanks to all the people who provided food and delivered our last Overflow Shelter 

Dinner. Our next dinner will be: February 24  Casseroles and Comfort Food. Please sign up 

at the Hospitality Table to bring a dish.  
  

First Church Readers Group Will  Meet February 26
th  

to discuss The Invention of  

Wings by Sue Monk Kidd. The book is based on the real-life Sarah Grimke, aSouthern 

women in pre-civil war South Carolina who is forced to accept a slave,“Handful,” on her 

11th birthday. The story follows the two women as theystruggle for a common goal: 

freedom. All are welcome! Come and join us. 
 

Thank you for your support with last Saturday’s  “Bowling for Beds’ Bowl-A-Thon to 

raise money for the Emergency Overflow Homeless Shelter in Albany.  Children, Youth 

and Adults from around the capital region worked together with a goal of raising over 

$8,000.  To make a donation, please contact Andrew Mondore or Monica Marsh. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHURCH 

 

Sunday  2/19 Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany 

  10:30 AM   Sanctuary Worship 
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    Children & Worship (during service) 

  11:30 AM    Coffee and Conversation 

  11:45 AM    Post Service Discussion: 

    Changing the Conversation: 

    Why Are We Here?    
  

Monday   2/20 9:00 AM - 11:30 AM - Food Pantry Closed 

     Office Closed 
 

Tuesday   2/21 12:00 NOON  Bible Study 
 

Wednesday 2/22  9:00 AM - 11:30 AM - Food Pantry Open 

   12:00 NOON  AA Meeting 
 

Thursday 2/23  7:00 PM  Choir Rehearsal 
 

Friday  2/24  6:00 PM  Emergency Overflow Dinner Meal 
 

Sunday 2/26 Transfiguration  Sunday  
   10:30 AM   Sanctuary Worship 

    Children & Worship (during service) 

  11:30 AM    Coffee and Conversation 

  11:45 AM    First Church Readers 

    Post Service Discussion: 

    Changing the Conversation: 

    What Is Our Purpose?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why Are We Here? 
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Anthony Robinson tells us:   "Before the purpose of the church, was the purpose of 
God's people."  God called God's purpose to Abraham, "I will bless you...so that 
you will be a blessing."  
 
He says, “recall the story of the seminary student who spoke of people in the church 
she served as having had no experience of the blessing of the gospel but were still 
trying to do mission.  The blessing of God is the source of the Church's mission to 
be a blessing.” 
 
“We are receivers of grace who are called to be instruments of grace on behalf of 
the world God created and loves.”   

A.  What does the word “blessing” mean to us as individuals? 
 

B.   In Genesis 12:2, “I will bless you ... so that you will be a blessing”, 

Notice here,  it is not that God gives us blessings, but we are "a    

blessing".  What does this mean?  

What would it be like to live without God’s blessing? 

 

C. The scripture passages from Genesis 12:2, Mark 12:30, Acts 1:8, Matthew 
28:19-20, and John 4:12 take a long view of God’s blessings in our world.  

How are we and our church part of that story? 

 

 

Please join us in the Parlor, right after coffee time (bring a cup along) for this 
important time of reflection and conversation. 


