
We welcome you to the Drive-in worship at the First Church in Albany and invite you to sign 
a registration card. The worship leader this morning is the Rev. John D. Paarlberg, Sr., 
Minister at First Church. We thank Rose Hunsberger, for the ministry of music. Also assisting 
today are Shirley Joosten, Jean Lamere and Sandy Scudder. 
 
The special offerings received at the Drive-In Worship this summer have been designated 
for Koinonia Primary Care/Compassion in Action, a ministry providing access to quality 
primary and mental health services for the underserved in West Hill and surrounding 
neighborhoods in Albany.  
 
Church offering envelopes and copies of our newsletter, THE FAMILY, are available by 
request; please speak with one of our ushers.  
 
Pocket Prayer Shawls are available at today’s Worship. Please ask one of our greeters 
and they can provide a basket of pocket prayer shawls to choose from. Pocket Prayer Shawls 
are made and filled with prayers and can be given to someone in need of comfort, healing, or 
a reminder of the closeness of God. 
 
Andrew Mondore, Monica Marsh, and Stephen Reohr are volunteering at a Group Work 
Camp near Rochester, NY, this week. 
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Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today 

In response to God's unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we are called 
to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes young and old, 
families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual 
orientation and gender identities, differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We 
welcome into the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where all are loved. 
 

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

July 23, 2017 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most of us can muster up enough humility to admit that we are not always right. But it's 
hardest to be wrong in our ideas about God. That's because, whether we realize it or not, 
our understanding of God is at the base of everything we believe. So if our understanding of 
God changes, everything else in life will have to change as well. 
 

Now the inverse of this is also true. Sometimes you want to make a few changes in your life. 
Maybe you would like to be less stressed, less controlling, more patient, but you'll never 
succeed in changing until you see God differently. Change, or as we religious folk prefer, 
conversion, begins with your vision of God. 

The Rev. Dr. M. Craig Barnes, “Could You Be Wrong About God?” 
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SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

July 23, 2017 
 
 

Musical Prelude            
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Call to Worship  
 
Prayer of the Day  
 
Music                          
 
Joys and Concerns of the Church 
  
The Prayers of Thanksgiving, Intercession and Lord’s Prayer 
 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
     
Offering & Offertory    
  
Prayer 
 
The Scripture Lesson  Acts 9: 1-12 
 
The Sermon  Knocked Off Course 
 
Charge and Blessing                                   
 

                                                           

A 
 
 

 
THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHURCH 

 
 Sunday   7/23 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
          9:00 AM   Drive-In Worship  
      10:00 AM   Sanctuary Worship Service  
      11:00 AM   Lemonade Lull 
     
 Monday    7/24   9:00 AM - 11:30 AM - Food Pantry Open   
       
 Wednesday  7/26   9:00 AM - 11:30 AM - Food Pantry Open 
    12:00 NOON  AA Meeting 
          
 Sunday  7/30 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
          9:00 AM   Drive-In Worship  
      10:00 AM   Sanctuary Worship Service  
      11:00 AM   Lemonade Lull 
       
    
It is already time to be collecting school supplies for distribution to the children of our 
pantry families. Shopping lists are available on the table in the lobby. Cash donations are also 
greatly appreciated! Becky Hudak is happy to purchase needed school supplies! 
 
Save the date for Sunday, August 20th at 10 am. We will have one combined service 
celebrating the first worship service in 1642. A picnic will follow. We will be grilling hot dogs and 
hamburgers. Attendees are asked to bring a salad, side dish or dessert. Music by the Nat Phipps 
Jazz Trio. 
 
The First Church 2017 Directory is under way. We are now taking individual photos for the 
directory. All photos will be taken in-house in the Powell Room.  
Sign–up online via sign up genius.com at: http://bit.ly/2spbqog, or on the sign-up sheet in the 
lobby or by calling Valerie at the church office: (518) 463-4449.  
 
Fifteen minute time slots have been allocated for the following dates: 

 August 4, Friday: 10:00 am - Noon 

 September 8, Friday: 10 am - 2 pm 

 September 10, Sunday: 11:30 am - 2:00 pm 

 September 15, Friday: 10 am -2 pm  

 September 17, Sunday: 11:30 am - 2:00 pm 
 

http://bit.ly/2spbqog

