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Reformation Sunday 

375
th
 Anniversary Celebration 
October 29, 2017 

 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today 

In response to God's unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we are 

called to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes young and 

old, families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, 

sexual orientation and gender identities, differing physical and mental abilities, believers and 

seekers. We welcome into the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, 

we commit ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where all are loved. 
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THE APPROACH TO GOD 
 

Prelude         Contrapunctus 3               Johann Sebastian Bach 

          Ein' Feste Burg                     Johann Kittel 

                   Die Bankelsangerlieder                                                            Anonymous 

                  Fanfare on Thaxted                             Gustav Holst arr. Kevin Hildebrand 
 

Welcome and Announcements  
     

Moment of Silent Centering 
 

Call to Worship  

BY FAITH 

A Litany of Thanksgiving    
  

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  

By faith Abel offered to God an acceptable sacrifice. 

By faith Abraham set out for a land known only to God. 

By faith Noah built an ark to save his household. 

By faith Moses led Godôs people towards the promised land. 

By faith the people of God passed through the Red Sea on dry ground. 

By faith our ancestors journeyed to this new land to worship and to work. 

By faith our ancestors reached out to care for those in need. 

By faith our ancestors built churches and a community of faith  

to witness to Godôs love in this place. 

By faith our ancestors sought to create a city where people of every color 

and class, every creed and culture, were treated with dignity. 

By faith our ancestors looked to God for strength in times of trouble,  

for solace in times of suffering, for hope in times of struggle. 

By faith our ancestors looked to each other for support in ministry,  

for love in community and for compassion in weakness. 
 

By faith we come to this day to celebrate 375 years of worship and ministry, 

And in thanksgiving for the faith of our ancestors and the faithfulness of 

our God, we commit ourselves to a future filled with hope. 
 

                      Portions from Hebrews 11 

    adapted by the Rev. Dr. Gregg Mast for the 350
th
 Anniversary Celebration 
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*Hymn        Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above                     MIT FREUDEN ZART 
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Prayer of Confession 
 

 God of mercy, grace, reconciliation and goodness: 

 As we gather in celebration of a long and storied past,  

 our hearts are full of gratitude  

  for  the great cloud of witnesses surrounding the life of this church,  

  for the love of Christ alive in our history and our ministry, 

  for your steadfast love. 

 But we also know that not everything has been faithful, and so we confess: 

  words that were better left unsaid, 

  memories that give pain, 

  actions that turned us or others from you. 

 You know our hearts.   

 Relieve us of our burdens, 

 Shower us with your mercy, 

 Bind our hearts to you as we continue to move out in faith 

 So that, in all ways, we may live in the joy of your salvation 

 And the delight of your loving embrace.   
              The prayer may continue in silence.
            

Assurance of Pardon 
 

*The Peace  
 

 

As Godôs forgiven people, let us lead lives worthy of the calling to which we 

have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with 

one another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in 

the bond of peace.                                      (from Ephesians 4:1-3) 

 

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Let us greet one another with the peace of Christ. 
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*Response    Now Thank We All Our God (verses 1 and 2)        Tune:  NUN DANKET  
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THE WORD OF GOD 
      

The Prayer for Illumination  

 Eternal God, in the reading of the Scripture, may your word be heard; in 

 the meditation of our hearts, may your word be known; and in the 

 faithfulness of our lives, may your word be shown. Amen.  
 

The Old Testament Lesson   Isaiah 56:5-7 

 The Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn    Old Hundredth Psalm tune                                    Ralph Vaughan Williams 
              (Congregation and choir sing verses 1, 2, 5; Choir only on verses 3 and 4) 

 
 

5. Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
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 A Word with Children    

 

The Gospel Lesson  Matthew 21: 12-16      

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The Sermon                                                                      The Rev. Dr. Gregg A. Mast 

 

The Prayer for Blessing on the Word 
 

THE RESPONSE TO GOD 

 

The Blessing of the 375 Anniversary Hymn 

 

 Please read with me the first verse of the new text that the church has 

 commissioned to become part of our hymnody. 

  

 At the heart of human history 

 stands a single, empty cross, 

 emblem of the worldôs redemption, 

 drawing life from grief and loss. 

      For the suffering, Christ was born, 

       as a lily ômid the thorn, 

 joy resplendent and surprising 

 in his dying and arising. 

 

 Congregation of Jesus Christ, do you embrace this expression of our living 

 faith as representative of our past, as a statement of our present mission, and, 

 with Godôs help, as an expression of our hopes and beliefs for the future? 

 

 We do embrace ñAt the Heart of Human Historyò into our sung 

 expressions to the glory of God.  

  

  Let us praise God in song. 
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*Hymn 
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Offering  Sentences 
 

Offertory       O How Amiable                                                Ralph Vaughan Williams 
                

 O how amiable are thy dwellings, thou Lord of hosts! My soul hath a desire and 

 longing to enter into the courts of the Lord. My heart and my flesh rejoice in the 

 living God.  
 

 Yea, the sparrow hath found her a house and the swallow a nest where she may lay 

 her young: even thy altars, O Lord of hosts, my King, and my God. Blessed are they 

 that dwell in thy house. They will be alway praising thee.  
 

 The glorious majesty of the Lord our God be upon us; prosper thou the work of our 

 hands upon us. O prosper thou our handiwork. O God, our help in ages past, our 

 hope for years to come, our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home. Text 

 adapted from Psalms 84 and 90 

 

*Doxology (Tune of Hymn 229)             LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

 Praise Christ, all creatures here below;  

 Alleluia, Alleluia.  

 Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  

 Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  

 Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 

The Joys and Concerns of the Church 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lordôs Prayer 
 

The Lordôs Prayer 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

 bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us 

 not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

 

 Litany and Bells of Remembrance and Hope   
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*Hymn   260  A Mighty Fortress                                               EINô FESTE BURG 
 

 


