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First Church in Albany 

110 North Pearl St. 
Albany NY 12207 
518-463-4449

www.firstchurchinalbany.org

The First Church in Albany 
(Reformed Church in America) 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today. 
Sunday, October 1, 2023 10am 

Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Prelude Reflection Philippians 2:8-11 

...He humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death-- even 
 death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is 
 above every name, 
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on 
 earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. 

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we are 
called to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes young and 
old, families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons of various races, ethnicities, 
backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, differing physical and mental abilities, 
believers and seekers. We welcome into the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. 
Centered in Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community 
where we are loved. 
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Prelude “In Remembrance of Me” Buryl Red 
Joshua Bliss, Baritone Saxophone 

In remembrance of me, eat this bread. In remembrance of me, drink this wine. 
In remembrance of me, pray for the time when God’s own will is done.  

In remembrance of me, heal the sick. In remembrance of me, feed the poor. 
In remembrance of me, open the door and let your brother in, let him in. 

Take, eat, and be comforted, drink and remember too,  
that this is my body and precious blood, shed for you, shed for you. 

In remembrance of me, search for truth. In remembrance of me, always love. In 
remembrance of me, don’t look above, but in your heart, in your heart. 

Look in your heart — for God. 

Do this in remembrance of me. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 

In remembrance of me. 

Tolling of the Bell bell tolled by children of First Church 

Call to Worship based on Micah 6:8, #resistharm.com 

Leader: God has told you, O Mortal, what is good. 
All: What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love 
 kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
Leader: It is good to be together, God, 
All: together listening for your voice, united by your Spirit. 
Leader: In this time of worship 
All: tell us about your kin(g)dom of kindness so that we can seek it. 
Leader: Show us your justice. 
All: We want to walk with you, humbly, closely, daily. 

*Opening Hymn (see insert) 
“Uyai mose/ Come All You People” 

Prayer of Confession  

Dear Lord, You have entered our world so that we may have light and 
live as light.  Forgive us for hiding from your light and hiding the light 
you have for us to shine.  We are often not brave enough to live the 
uncommon life.  Forgive us for not asking, what YOU want.  Lord, reveal 
to us what you require.  

Time of silence 

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law 

What doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and 
to walk humbly with thy God?”  
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*Sending Hymn (see insert)
“God Be with You Till We Meet Again” 

*Charge & Blessing

Postlude “Celebrate Life”  Buryl Red 

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 
Liturgist: Ian Leet 
Organist: Iteke Prins  
Musician(s)/Specialist(s): The First Church Choir, Joshua Bliss, baritone 

saxophone 
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss, Stephen Reohr 

CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689 
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*Passing the Peace

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with a hand-sign of peace. 

Children’s Message & Blessing Children, please sit at the Communion Table 
in the aisle. 

Prayer for Illumination Please sing

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. Spirit of the Living God, fall 
afresh on me. Melt me. Mold me. Fill me. Use me. Spirit of the Living 
God, fall afresh on me!

Sermon Text Acts 11: 1-18 

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the 
Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to 
Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, saying, “Why did you go 
to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” Then Peter began to explain it to 
them, step by step, saying, “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a 
trance, I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down 
from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. As I 
looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and 
birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 
But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever 
entered my mouth.’ But a second time the voice answered from heaven, 
‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ This happened three 
times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. At that very moment 
three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. 
The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between 
them and us.

These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man's house. 
told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to 
Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a message by 
which you and your entire household will be saved.’ And as I began to speak, 
the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. And I 
remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said,  

‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ Then 
God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” 1When they heard this, they 
were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to 
the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”

Touch your thumb to the tip of your ring finger, and wave to one another. 
This hand-sign makes Christ’s gesture of blessing in a lot of iconography 
in the Orthodox Tradition.
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Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ!

Sermon Called to Bravery

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word

*Hymn of Response (see insert) 
“Psalm 133 “ 

First Church’s Mission Statement 

In response to God's unconditional love for all people made known to 
us in Jesus Christ, we are called to be a welcoming and affirming 
community. The First Church in Albany includes young and old, 
families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons of various races, 
ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, 
differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We 
welcome into the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. 
Centered in Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking down dividing 
walls and building a community where we are all loved. 

Tithes & Offerings: If you would like to connect more with the life and mission 
of  First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it 
in the offering as it goes by. 

Offertory “For the Healing of the Nations” (see insert) 
Congregation sings verse 1, Choir only on Verses 3 & 4 

*Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Eucharistic Anthem (see Insert)
“Celebration: Let’s All Go to the Banquet” 

Leader: O Lord, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
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Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

Communion Prayer

Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Sanctus

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full 
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!

Mystery of the Faith

Christ has died!
Christ has risen!
Christ will come again!

Celebration of Communion: 

Intercession:

We, indeed, praise and thank you, O Lord, that you have fed us at your Table.
Grateful for this gift and mindful of the communion of your saints, here and in 
all places, we offer to you our prayers for all people:

Prayers offered

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory,
forever. Amen. 
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