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First Church in Albany 

110 North Pearl St. 
Albany NY 12207 
518-463-4449

www.firstchurchinalbany.org

Zoom Bible Study 7pm 

Zoom Bible Study 7pm 

The First Church in Albany 
(Reformed Church in America) 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today. 

Prelude Reflection a haiku for today’s worship 

Harvest's edge we leave, 
To the needy, love we give, 
God's light guides, we believe. 

Prelude “Fugue” L. Marchand
“Trio” J.G. Rheinberger 

Tolling of Bell: Bell tolled by children of First Church 

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing 2 Corinthians 13:13, NIV 

“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” Amen.  

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus 
Christ, we are called to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in 
Albany includes young and old, families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons 
of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, 
differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full 
life of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where we are 
loved. 
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Call to Worship  
  

 Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth.  
  Amen. 
 Leader: Today, the light of morning has broken, and we rise to worship our  
  God. 
 People: We come to bask in the light of the world, Jesus Christ. 
 Leader: In the book of John, Jesus declared, “I am the light of the world.  
  Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” 

People: We follow you, O Christ, the illuminator of our lives. 
Leader: In a world often shrouded in darkness, we find our hope, purpose, 
 and salvation in the radiant presence of Jesus. 
People: In you, Jesus, we discover the path to eternal light and truth. 
Leader: Let us worship the One who dispels the shadows, the One who 
 radiates grace and love, and who guides us into the brilliance of His light. 
People: We worship you, Jesus, the Light of the World, and we walk in 
 your radiant way. 

 
*Opening Hymn  “Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies” (see insert) 
 
Prayer of Confession  

 

“This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is 
light; in him there is no darkness at all.  
 

If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie 
and do not live by the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his 
Son, purifies us from all sin.” 
 

Lord, we confess to the ways we live in the dark. Send your Holy Spirit 
to illuminate those areas of our lives so we might truly know new life. 
Amen. 

 

 Time of silence 
 
Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law   

 

Hear these words of good news from 1 Peter 2:  
 

“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 
people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you 
out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now 
you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy.” 
 

Accept Christ’s mercy, and live in God’s marvelous light. 
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Minister: Rev. Trey Tirpak 
Liturgist: Rev. Lindsey DeKruif, Synod Program Coordinator  
Consistory Chaplain of the Day: TBD 
Pianist: Iteke Prins 
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss, Stephen Reohr 

 
CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689 

 
 
 

Note: Please gather in Zimmerman Hall to help pack the Thanksgiving Bags for 
the First Church Food Pantry! 

 

Note: If you would still like to give towards gift cards for these bags, it’s not too 
late! Just indicate on a giving envelope or check that you are choosing to give 
towards these gift cards. 

 
Opportunities for Christian Spiritual Practice and Soul Development 

 

 
• 1st Thursday Night Worship each month.  6pm potluck and fellowship.  7pm 

worship. 
•  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Wednesdays… Centering Prayer at 12noon in Powell room. 
• Tuesdays… Online Bible Study please see Ian Leet 
• 9Up: a ministry of Christian teaching for children through art.  Every Sunday 

except 1st. 
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*Passing the Peace 
 

 Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Leader: Let us greet one another with a hand-sign of peace. 
 

 Touch your thumb to the tip of your ring finger, and wave to one another. This 
 hand-sign makes Christ’s gesture of blessing in a lot of iconography in the 
 Orthodox Tradition. 
 
Children’s Message & Blessing The Rev. Lindsey DeKruif, Synod Program 
 Coordinator for The Regional Synod of Albany  
 
Prayer for Illumination Psalm 119:105 

 

Jesus, “thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” We 
ask for the presence of your Holy Spirit to illuminate your Word for us 
today, so we may walk in the path of righteousness. Amen. 

 
First Reading  Matthew 22:34-40 
 

 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they 
 gathered together, and one of them, an expert in the law, asked him a 
 question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the 
 greatest?” He said to him, “ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
 heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and 
 first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
 yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” 

 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 
Sermon Text Leviticus 19:9-18 
 

 “When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap to the very edges 
 of your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. You shall not strip your 
 vineyard bare or gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard; you shall leave 
 them for the poor and the alien: I am the Lord your God. 
 

 “You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; and you shall not lie to one 
 another. And you shall not swear falsely by my name, profaning the name of 
 your God: I am the Lord. 

 

“You shall not defraud your neighbor; you shall not steal; and you shall not 
keep for yourself the wages of a laborer until morning. You shall not revile the 
deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind; you shall fear your God: I am 
the Lord.  
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 “You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor 
 or defer to the great: with justice you shall judge your neighbor. You shall not 
 go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not stand idly by 
 when the blood of your neighbor is at stake: I am the Lord.  

 

 “You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your 
 neighbor, or you will incur guilt yourself. You shall not take vengeance or bear 
 a grudge against any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as 
 yourself: I am the Lord.  
 

 Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God.  
 

Sermon  The Gospel According To Leviticus  
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

*Hymn of Response “Let Streams of Living Justice “ (see insert) 
 

Pantry Bag Blessing Based on Leviticus 19:9-10  
 

 Leader: Today, we bless these Thanksgiving bags, guided by Scripture. As we 
 heard, Leviticus 19:9-10 teaches us to share our harvest with the needy. Let 
 us pray: 
 People: We thank you, Lord, for the abundance you have provided and 
 for the opportunity to extend your love through these Thanksgiving 
 bags. 
 Leader: Bless these bags, the hands that prepared them, and those who will 
 receive them. 
 People: May they bring nourishment, warmth, and hope to those in 
 need. Help us remain compassionate, serving our neighbors in your 
 name. 
 Leader: It is in your name we dedicate these bags. Amen.  
 
Tithes & Offerings: If you would like to connect more with the life and mission 
 of  First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it 
 in the offering as it goes by. 
 

Offertory  “Longing for Light ”  arr. H. von Bülow
    

*Doxology  
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God, all creatures here below;  
 Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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A Prayer for Veteran’s Day & Peace Adapted from a prayer by The Church of 
 Scotland 
 

 Leader: Let us pray for all who suffer as a result of conflict, and ask that God 
  may give us peace. For the service members who have died in the  
  violence of war, each one remembered by and known to God; 
 People: May God give peace. 
 Leader: For those who love them in death as in life, we give you the distress 
  of those who grieve and the sadness of their loss; 
 People: May God give peace. 
 Leader: For all members of armed forces who are in danger this day,  
  remembering family, friends and all who pray for their safe return; 
 People: May God give peace. 
 Leader: For civilians whose lives are brutalized by war or terror, calling to  
  mind the anger and hatred so many know personally, praying in particular 
  today for Ukraine, Yemen, Israel, Palestine, and all places where conflict  
  and violence exist. 
 People: May God give peace. 
 Leader: For peacemakers and peacekeepers, who seek to keep this world  
  secure and free; all who bear the burden and privilege of leadership –  
  political, military and religious. 
 People: May God give peace. 
 Leader: O God of truth and justice, help us to lift our eyes above the torment 
  of this broken world, and grant us the grace to pray for those who wish us 
  harm. 
 People: As we honor the past, may we put our faith in Your future; for  
  You are the source of life and hope, now and forever. We do so as we 
  pray the prayer you taught us to pray, saying: 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever. Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn  “I Want To Walk As A Child Of The Light ” (see insert) 
 
*Charge & Blessing 
 
Postlude   “Celebrate Life”  arr. F. Liszt 
 
 

We wish each of you a blessed week, until we meet again. 
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