
8 

First Church in Albany 

110 North Pearl St. 
Albany NY 12207 
518-463-4449

www.firstchurchinalbany.org

Zoom Bible Study 7pm 

Zoom Bible Study 7pm 

The First Church in Albany 
(Reformed Church in America) 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today. 

Prelude Reflection a haiku for today’s worship

All saints we revere, 
Their spirits, forever near, 
In grace, we hold dear. 

Prelude “Dance of the Blessed Spirits” H. von Bülow

Tolling of Bell: Bell tolled by children of First Church

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing John 6:40

Jesus says: “For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the 
Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I myself will raise them up on 
the last day.”  

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus 
Christ, we are called to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in 
Albany includes young and old, families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons 
of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, 
differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full 
life of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where we are 
loved. 
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Call to Worship Text by  Carl P. Daw, Jr. 1990, The House of Faith 
  

 Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth.  
  Amen. 

 

Leader: The house of faith has many rooms where we have never been; 
 there is more space within God’s scope than we have ever seen.  
People: We dare not limit God’s domain to what our creeds declare or 
 shrink from probing things unknown lest God should not be there. 
Leader: The way to God is not escape, though truth does make us free: the 
 life of chosen servanthood is perfect liberty. 
People: Yet still we seek at journey’s end the last and sweetest grace: 
 the gift of room to turn around and know God face to face. 

 

*Opening Hymn  “Praise, My Soul, The King of Heaven” (see insert) 
 

Prayer of Confession  
 

Lord, we long for that day when our bodies are raised, and you wipe 
away our tears––where there will be no more death or mourning or pain; 
that day when we all will fully dwell in the light of your presence. On this 
All Saints Sunday, help us to mourn and even mourn with intention: to 
cry, to remember the good, to learn from mistakes, to be inspired, and 
to do these things together. Send your Holy Spirit to grieve with us and 
lead us into the comfort of your presence and the communion of all the 
saints. Amen.  

 

 Time of silence 
 

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law   
 

“If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile, and you are still in your sins. 
Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. If for this life only we 
have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. But, in fact, 
Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. 
For since death came through a human, the resurrection of the dead has also 
come through a human, for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in 
Christ.” 

 

Indeed, because he is risen, all will be made alive in Christ, so we proclaim 
with Christians throughout the centuries the final stanza of the Apostle’s 
Creed: 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic church, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 
      and the life everlasting. Amen. 

7 

 



6 

 

 

Minister: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 
Liturgist: Rev. Trey Tirpak 
Consistory Chaplain of the Day: TBD 
Pianist: Eugene Sit 
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss, Stephen Reohr 

 
CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689 

 
 
 
 

Opportunities for Christian Spiritual Practice and Soul Development 
 

• Today: After coffee time, come to a discussion about the communion of saints 
in the Parlor with Rev. Trey. 

• 1st Thursday Night Worship each month.  6pm potluck and fellowship.  7pm 
worship. 

 
 
• 2nd and 3rd 

Thursday night 
Pastor Bible 
Study ( on Zoom 
& Podcast).  Link 
is on the church 
website.  For the 
month of 
November we 
delve into the NY 
Times bestseller: 
The Garden 
Within by Dr Anita 
Phillips. 

 
 
 
 
• Wednesdays… Centering Prayer at 12noon in Powell room. 
• Tuesdays… Online Bible Study please see Ian Leet 
• 9Up: a ministry of Christian teaching for children through art.  Every Sunday 

except 1st. 
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*Passing the Peace 
 

 Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Leader: Let us greet one another with a hand-sign of peace. 
 
 

 Touch your thumb to the tip of your ring finger, and wave to one another. This 
 hand-sign makes Christ’s gesture of blessing in a lot of iconography in the 
 Orthodox Tradition. 
 
Children’s Message & Blessing  
 

Prayer for Illumination words adapted from African American Spiritual 
 

 Steal away.  Steal away to Jesus.  Steal away home.  My Lord calls me 
 by the thunder. The trumpet sounds way down in my sanctified 
 soul.  It’s time to steal away to Jesus. I don’t have long to be here. 
 

Scripture Reading  1 John 3:1-3 
 

 See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of 
 God, and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that 
 it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has 
 not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will 
 be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him 
 purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
 

 Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon Text Revelation 7:9-17 
 

 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, 
 from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before 
 the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their 
 hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 
 

 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!” 
 

 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the 
 four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and 
 worshiped God, singing, 
 

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
and thanksgiving and honor 
and power and might 
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
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 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in 
 white, and where have they come from?” I said to him, “Sir, you are the one 
 who knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the 
 great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood 
 of the Lamb. 
 

For this reason they are before the throne of God 
    and worship him day and night within his temple, 
    and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
They will hunger no more and thirst no more; 
    the sun will not strike them, 
    nor any scorching heat, 
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 
    and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  

 

Sermon  To Dream an Impossible Dream 
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

*Hymn of Response “Come, Let Us Dream “ (see insert) 
 

Tithes & Offerings: If you would like to connect more with the life and mission 
 of  First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it 
 in the offering as it goes by. 
 

Offertory  “Dance of the Blessed Spirits”  arr. H. von Bülow
    

*Doxology  
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God, all creatures here below;  
 Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Hymn of Remembrance  “For All The Saints”  (see insert) 
 

Necrology: Reading of the names of our saints by an elder; a bell will toll 
 between each name…. 

Grace Baker 
Ed Baskerville 
Jerome F. Bone 
Asunta “Sue” Brennan 
Mildred A. Cooper 
Stephen Hoffman 
Dennis Kernahan 
Nathanael Marbel 
Ronald Mickel 

Karen Mickel 
Paul & Ella Miller 
Paul Jr. & Jason Miller 
Fred & Ruth Ming 
Jay Reohr 
Kimberly Rossi 
Janice Rowell 
Mary Ann Selmer 
Harrriet Stockhoff 

Barbara Walter 
Wim Westman 
Jack Wilfore 
Carol “Peggy” Carter (C) 
NoVel Carter (C) 
 

(C) signifies community 
persons that we adopted 
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 Then an elder will continue by leading the congregation in the prayer litany 
 below. 
 

Merciful God, we praise you for these departed family, friends, and 
loved ones. They were gifts from you, and through them you enriched 
our lives. Into your hands we have committed their spirits. Comfort 
us with the strong hope of the resurrection, and when our race is run, 
bring us to be with them in the light of your eternal presence. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord we pray. Amen. 

 

 One: We remember you, God of Hope.  We Remember… 
 All: The supreme love of Jesus, 
 One: the blessing of Christ’s Spirit, 
 All: the sharing of Jesus’ suffering: the glory of Christ’s resurrection:  
  the saints of God who have shown us the Lord. 
 One: Our sure and certain hope that nothing can separate those who love  
  you from your Almighty and Everlasting Arms. 
 ALL: We give thanks for these your saints and their love.  We give  
  thanks for these good companions, our partners in the gospel.  Give 
  us grace to follow them as they followed Christ. 
 

Passing the Peace Before Communion 
 

“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were 
called in the one body.” Colossians 3:15 

 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

 

Communion Hymn  “Come To The Table of Grace” (see insert) 
 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper   (see communion insert) 
 

*Sending Hymn  Amazing Grace” (see insert) 
 

*Charge & Blessing 
 

Postlude   “Litany”  arr. F. Liszt 
 
 

We wish each of you a blessed 

week, until we meet again. 
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Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in
white, and where have they come from?” I said to him, “Sir, you are the one 
who knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the 
great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood
of the Lamb. 

For this reason they are before the throne of God 
and worship him day and night within his temple, 
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 

They will hunger no more and thirst no more; 
the sun will not strike them, 
nor any scorching heat, 

for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,

and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon To Dream an Impossible Dream

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word

*Hymn of Response “Come, Let Us Dream “ (see insert) 

Tithes & Offerings: If you would like to connect more with the life and mission 
of  First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it 
in the offering as it goes by. 

Offertory “Dance of the Blessed Spirits”  arr. H. von Bülow

*Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Hymn of Remembrance “For All The Saints” (see insert) 

Necrology: Reading of the names of our saints by an elder; a bell will toll 
between each name…. 

Grace Baker 
Ed Baskerville 
Jerome F. Bone
Asunta “Sue” Brennan
Mildred A. Cooper 
Stephen Hoffman 
Dennis Kernahan 
Nathanael Marbel 
Ronald Mickel 

Karen Mickel 
Paul & Ella Miller 
Paul Jr. & Jason Miller 
Fred & Ruth Ming 
Jay Reohr 
Kimberly Rossi 
Janice Rowell 
Mary Ann Selmer 
Harrriet Stockhoff

Barbara Walter 
Wim Westman
Jack Wilfore
Carol “Peggy” Carter (C)
NoVel Carter (C) 

(C) signifies community
persons that we adopted
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Then an elder will continue by leading the congregation in the prayer litany 
below. 

Merciful God, we praise you for these departed family, friends, and 
loved ones. They were gifts from you, and through them you enriched 
our lives. Into your hands we have committed their spirits. Comfort 
us with the strong hope of the resurrection, and when our race is run, 
bring us to be with them in the light of your eternal presence. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord we pray. Amen. 

One: We remember you, God of Hope.  We Remember… 
All: The supreme love of Jesus, 
One: the blessing of Christ’s Spirit, 
All: the sharing of Jesus’ suffering: the glory of Christ’s resurrection: 
 the saints of God who have shown us the Lord. 
One: Our sure and certain hope that nothing can separate those who love 
 you from your Almighty and Everlasting Arms. 
ALL: We give thanks for these your saints and their love.  We give 

thanks for these good companions, our partners in the gospel.  Give 
us grace to follow them as they followed Christ. 

Passing the Peace Before Communion 

“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were 
called in the one body.” Colossians 3:15 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Communion Hymn “Come To The Table of Grace” (see insert) 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper  (see communion insert) 

*Sending Hymn  Amazing Grace” (see insert) 

*Charge & Blessing

Postlude “Litany” arr. F. Liszt 

We wish each of you a blessed 

week, until we meet again. 
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Minister: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 
Liturgist: Rev. Trey Tirpak 
Consistory Chaplain of the Day: TBD 
Pianist: Eugene Sit 
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss, Stephen Reohr 

CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689 

Opportunities for Christian Spiritual Practice and Soul Development 

• Today: After coffee time, come to a discussion about the communion of saints
in the Parlor with Rev. Trey.

• 1st Thursday Night Worship each month.  6pm potluck and fellowship.  7pm
worship.

• 2nd and 3rd
Thursday night
Pastor Bible
Study ( on Zoom
& Podcast).  Link
is on the church
website.  For the
month of
November we
delve into the NY
Times bestseller:
The Garden
Within by Dr Anita
Phillips.

• Wednesdays… Centering Prayer at 12noon in Powell room.
• Tuesdays… Online Bible Study please see Ian Leet
• 9Up: a ministry of Christian teaching for children through art.  Every Sunday

except 1st.
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*Passing the Peace 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with a hand-sign of peace. 

Touch your thumb to the tip of your ring finger, and wave to one another. This 
hand-sign makes Christ’s gesture of blessing in a lot of iconography in the
Orthodox Tradition.

Children’s Message & Blessing

Prayer for Illumination words adapted from African American Spiritual

Steal away. Steal away to Jesus. Steal away home. My Lord calls me 
by the thunder. The trumpet sounds way down in my sanctified 
soul. It’s time to steal away to Jesus. I don’t have long to be here. 

Scripture Reading  1 John 3:1-3

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of 
God, and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that 
it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has 
not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will 
be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him 
purify themselves, just as he is pure.

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon Text Revelation 7:9-17 

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, 
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before
the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their 
hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 

“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!” 

And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the 
four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and 
worshiped God, singing, 

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might 
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 

This week's chancel flowers
are given by Joeanna Brown, 
in honor of all of her children.
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Call to Worship Text by  Carl P. Daw, Jr. 1990, The House of Faith 
  

 Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth.  
  Amen. 

 

Leader: The house of faith has many rooms where we have never been; 
 there is more space within God’s scope than we have ever seen.  
People: We dare not limit God’s domain to what our creeds declare or 
 shrink from probing things unknown lest God should not be there. 
Leader: The way to God is not escape, though truth does make us free: the 
 life of chosen servanthood is perfect liberty. 
People: Yet still we seek at journey’s end the last and sweetest grace: 
 the gift of room to turn around and know God face to face. 

 

*Opening Hymn  “Praise, My Soul, The King of Heaven” (see insert) 
 

Prayer of Confession  
 

Lord, we long for that day when our bodies are raised, and you wipe 
away our tears––where there will be no more death or mourning or pain; 
that day when we all will fully dwell in the light of your presence. On this 
All Saints Sunday, help us to mourn and even mourn with intention: to 
cry, to remember the good, to learn from mistakes, to be inspired, and 
to do these things together. Send your Holy Spirit to grieve with us and 
lead us into the comfort of your presence and the communion of all the 
saints. Amen.  

 

 Time of silence 
 

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law   
 

“If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile, and you are still in your sins. 
Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. If for this life only we 
have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. But, in fact, 
Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. 
For since death came through a human, the resurrection of the dead has also 
come through a human, for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in 
Christ.” 

 

Indeed, because he is risen, all will be made alive in Christ, so we proclaim 
with Christians throughout the centuries the final stanza of the Apostle’s 
Creed: 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic church, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 
      and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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First Church in Albany 

110 North Pearl St. 
Albany NY 12207 
518-463-4449

www.firstchurchinalbany.org

Zoom Bible Study 7pm 

Zoom Bible Study 7pm 

The First Church in Albany 
(Reformed Church in America)

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today.

Prelude Reflection a haiku for today’s worship

All saints we revere, 
Their spirits, forever near,
In grace, we hold dear. 

Prelude “Dance of the Blessed Spirits” H. von Bülow 

Tolling of Bell: Bell tolled by children of First Church

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing John 6:40

Jesus says: “For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the 
Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I myself will raise them up on 
the last day.” 

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus 
Christ, we are called to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in 
Albany includes young and old, families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons 
of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, 
differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full
life of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where we are 
loved. 
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