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First Church in Albany 
 

110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207 

518-463-4449   www.firstchurchinalbany.org 

• Sunday 12.5  10am Sanctuary Worship & Children and 
    Worship 

• Monday 12.6 9am Food Pantry 

 

• Tuesday           12.7 12pm Adult Book Study  

   5:30pm Meeting of the Joint Boards 

• Wednesday 12.8   9am Food Pantry 

   12pm AA Meeting 

   12pm Centering Prayer 

   12:30pm Weathervanes’ Christmas Party 

• Thursday 12.9 11:30am Soup Lunch in Clee Park 

    

Upcoming Events  

• Thursday 12.16 6:30pm Blue Christmas Service FCIA with 
    Focus Churches 

This Week at the First Church in Albany 

 

Information will be available soon about poinsettias  
for Christmas Eve.  

 

Christmas Eve Worship at The First Church in Albany, 
Friday, December 24, at 7pm.  

   

The First Church in Albany 

The Second Week of Advent 

December 5, 2021, 10am 



 2 

 

The First Church in Albany 
(Reformed Church in America) 

 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today 
 

 

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we 
are called to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes 
young and old, families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons of various races, 
ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, differing physical and 
mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full life of the church all those 
whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking down dividing walls 
and building a community where we are loved. 

 

Second Sunday of Advent 
December 5, 2021 

 

We Gather in the Presence of God 
 

Prelude  “DIVINUM MYSTERIUM”   arr. J. Utterback/ F. Peeter

   Iteke Prins, organist 
 

Welcome, Announcements & Blessing  
 

 “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return 
 there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, 
 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes 
 out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish 
 that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. For you 
 shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills 
 before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their 
 hands.”          Isaiah 55:10-12 
 

Advent Candle Lighting The Candle of Peace is lit by Audrey Ming.  
 

Leader: First Church, during this Advent season, remember that “The light 
 shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” Please 
 respond in the bold: 

Leader: God, last week we lit the candle of hope, and this week we light the 
 candle of peace. As we light this candle, we ask that your peace breaks 
 into our world. 

People: Bring about peace that is true justice realized. 

Leader: Kindle peace in all the darkest places in our world, 

 People: and lead us to become agents of your peace, shining forth like 
  this Candle of Peace. 
 Leader: *Lights the Candle of Peace*  

 11 

 
*Charge & Blessing  
 
Postlude “Watchman Tell Us of the Night”  Anonymous

  Iteke Prins, organist  
 
 
 
Worship Leadership: 
  

 Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston  
 Liturgist: Rev. Trey Tirpak 
 Guest Organist: Iteke Prins 
 Technical Team: Joshua Bliss, and Stephen Reohr 
 

CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689 

 

Prayer Concerns? If you would like your church family to join  you in prayer,  
please share your concerns and joys with us.  

Call the office at 518-463-4449 or email office@firstchurchinalbany.org 

• Jane, sister of Donna Schultz 
• Elaine and Jim Jenks, Rose 

Hunsberger’s parents 
• Carol, Keith Curry’s mother 
• Marian, Colleen Lais’ mother 
• Peter, Karen Van Epps’ brother 
• Charnelle Jones 
• Jeff Curry 
• Barb Andrews 
• Samuel, Barb Andrew’s son 
• Haleigh Bliss 
• Mary Weijola 
• Neil Keen 
• Ian and Edi Leet 
• Fran Carr Morton 

• Harriet Stockhoff 
• Kathy Stallmer (Monthie family) 
• Cheryl Gowie 
• Steve Hoffman 
• Ada Harris 
• Ginger 
• Charles Welge 
• Olivia Gaydushek 
• Staff and Leaders of The First 

Church in Albany 
• The homeless in our community as 

we enter this time of colder weather, 
and for outreach groups who seek to 
help the homeless. 
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*Sending Hymn                                                                                      
 

                  v. 1, 2, & 3 
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Advent Anthem                                                              (sing three times)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call to Worship: Based on Baruch 5:1-9 

 

Leader: Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, and 
 put on forever the beauty of the glory from God. 

People: Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from God; put 
 on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting; 

Leader: for God will show your splendor everywhere under heaven. 

People: For God will give you evermore the name, “Righteous Peace, 
 Godly Glory. 

Leader: Arise, O Jerusalem, stand up on the height; look toward the east, and 
 see your children gathered from west and east at the word of the Holy 
 One, rejoicing that God has remembered them. 

People: For they went out from you on foot, led away by their enemies; 
 but God will bring them back to you, carried in glory, as on a royal 
 throne. 

Leader: For God has ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting 
 hills be made low and the valleys filled up, to make level ground, so 
 that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. 
People: The woods and every fragrant tree have shaded Israel at God’s 
 command. 
All: For God will lead Israel with joy, in the light of his glory, with the 
 mercy and righteousness that come from him. 
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*Opening Hymn                     (sing three times)   
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer of Confession, James Brumm of the Reformed  Church Center at New 
Brunswick Theological Seminary 
 

We need you to speak to us, O God, because we have, each in our own way, 
forgotten your Law, forgotten your love for us. We are in need of your 
deliverance, because we have, too often, given ourselves to powers and 
practices that would destroy us. We are lost, and in need of rescue. In these 
next moments of silence, we confess to you how we have strayed from the 
way of peace. 

 

Silence 
 

Leader: Like John the Baptist shouting out on the banks of the Jordan 
 preparing the way of the Lord, we too shout: Come, Lord Jesus! 

People: Forgive us and restore us. 
Leader: Come, Lord Jesus!  
People: Guide us and deliver us. 
Leader: Come, Lord Jesus!  
People: Teach us and renew us. 
All: Come, Lord Jesus! 
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The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

 

Communion Prayer 
 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts! 

People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
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*Doxology #592 
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God, all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
*Eucharistic Song                                                                           v. 1 & 3 
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Assurance of Pardon, adapted from Titus 3:4-7, The Message translation 
 

 First Church, hear this good news of forgiveness and be at peace: God, our 
 kind and loving Savior God, has stepped in and saved us. God gave us a 
 good bath, and we came out of it new people, washed inside and out by the 
 Holy Spirit. Our Savior Jesus poured out new life so generously. God’s gift 
 has restored our relationship with God and given us back our lives. And 
 there’s more life to come—an eternity of life! 

 
*Passing the Peace 

 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 

 People: And also with you. 
 Leader: This Advent season we are having a longer time to pass the peace to 
 one another. You will know when to head back to your seats when the organ 
 starts to play. So, please rise and greet one another by name; introduce 
 yourself and reintroduce yourself; learn the names of our kids; catch up on a 
 few things; share Christ’s peace.  

 

Children’s Message & Blessing 

 
Prayer of Illumination for Advent 
 

 God of all peace and joy, send your Spirit to this place to bless this our 
 reading of your word, that it may be a lamp to our feet and a light unto 
 our path. Amen. 

Sermon Text Luke 1:68-79 
   
 "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people 
 and redeemed them. He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of 
 his servant David, as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from 
 of old, that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all 
 who hate us. Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and 
 has remembered his holy covenant, the oath that he swore to our ancestor 
 Abraham, to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 
 might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all 
 our days. And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for 
 you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of 
 salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins. By the tender mercy 
 of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, to give light to those 
 who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way 
 of peace." 
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Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
Sermon The Way of Peace Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 
 
A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

 

Sermon Notes  

Trouble in the text: 

 

 

 

Trouble in our world: 

 

 

 

God in the text: 

 

 

 

God in our world: 

 

 

 

Ways that God is moving in me: 
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*Hymn of Response 
                                                                                                             v. 1, 2 & 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Offering & Offertory “Come Now, Savior of the Gentiles” G.F. Kaufmann 

   Iteke Prins, Organist 
   



 6 

 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
Sermon The Way of Peace Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 
 
A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

 

Sermon Notes  

Trouble in the text: 

 

 

 

Trouble in our world: 

 

 

 

God in the text: 

 

 

 

God in our world: 

 

 

 

Ways that God is moving in me: 

 

 7 

 

*Hymn of Response 
                                                                                                             v. 1, 2 & 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Offering & Offertory “Come Now, Savior of the Gentiles” G.F. Kaufmann 

   Iteke Prins, Organist 
   



 8 

*Doxology #592 
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God, all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
*Eucharistic Song                                                                           v. 1 & 3 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 5 

 

Assurance of Pardon, adapted from Titus 3:4-7, The Message translation 
 

 First Church, hear this good news of forgiveness and be at peace: God, our 
 kind and loving Savior God, has stepped in and saved us. God gave us a 
 good bath, and we came out of it new people, washed inside and out by the 
 Holy Spirit. Our Savior Jesus poured out new life so generously. God’s gift 
 has restored our relationship with God and given us back our lives. And 
 there’s more life to come—an eternity of life! 

 
*Passing the Peace 

 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 

 People: And also with you. 
 Leader: This Advent season we are having a longer time to pass the peace to 
 one another. You will know when to head back to your seats when the organ 
 starts to play. So, please rise and greet one another by name; introduce 
 yourself and reintroduce yourself; learn the names of our kids; catch up on a 
 few things; share Christ’s peace.  

 

Children’s Message & Blessing 

 
Prayer of Illumination for Advent 
 

 God of all peace and joy, send your Spirit to this place to bless this our 
 reading of your word, that it may be a lamp to our feet and a light unto 
 our path. Amen. 

Sermon Text Luke 1:68-79 
   
 "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people 
 and redeemed them. He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of 
 his servant David, as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from 
 of old, that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all 
 who hate us. Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and 
 has remembered his holy covenant, the oath that he swore to our ancestor 
 Abraham, to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 
 might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all 
 our days. And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for 
 you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of 
 salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins. By the tender mercy 
 of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, to give light to those 
 who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way 
 of peace." 



 4 

 

*Opening Hymn                     (sing three times)   
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer of Confession, James Brumm of the Reformed  Church Center at New 
Brunswick Theological Seminary 
 

We need you to speak to us, O God, because we have, each in our own way, 
forgotten your Law, forgotten your love for us. We are in need of your 
deliverance, because we have, too often, given ourselves to powers and 
practices that would destroy us. We are lost, and in need of rescue. In these 
next moments of silence, we confess to you how we have strayed from the 
way of peace. 

 

Silence 
 

Leader: Like John the Baptist shouting out on the banks of the Jordan 
 preparing the way of the Lord, we too shout: Come, Lord Jesus! 

People: Forgive us and restore us. 
Leader: Come, Lord Jesus!  
People: Guide us and deliver us. 
Leader: Come, Lord Jesus!  
People: Teach us and renew us. 
All: Come, Lord Jesus! 

 9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

 

Communion Prayer 
 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts! 

People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 



 10 

*Sending Hymn                                                                                      
 

                  v. 1, 2, & 3 

 3 

Advent Anthem                                                              (sing three times)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call to Worship: Based on Baruch 5:1-9 

 

Leader: Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, and 
 put on forever the beauty of the glory from God. 

People: Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from God; put 
 on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting; 

Leader: for God will show your splendor everywhere under heaven. 

People: For God will give you evermore the name, “Righteous Peace, 
 Godly Glory. 

Leader: Arise, O Jerusalem, stand up on the height; look toward the east, and 
 see your children gathered from west and east at the word of the Holy 
 One, rejoicing that God has remembered them. 

People: For they went out from you on foot, led away by their enemies; 
 but God will bring them back to you, carried in glory, as on a royal 
 throne. 

Leader: For God has ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting 
 hills be made low and the valleys filled up, to make level ground, so 
 that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. 
People: The woods and every fragrant tree have shaded Israel at God’s 
 command. 
All: For God will lead Israel with joy, in the light of his glory, with the 
 mercy and righteousness that come from him. 
 
 

 



 2 

 

The First Church in Albany 
(Reformed Church in America) 

 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today 
 

 

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we 
are called to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes 
young and old, families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons of various races, 
ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, differing physical and 
mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full life of the church all those 
whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking down dividing walls 
and building a community where we are loved. 

 

Second Sunday of Advent 
December 5, 2021 

 

We Gather in the Presence of God 
 

Prelude  “DIVINUM MYSTERIUM”   arr. J. Utterback/ F. Peeter

   Iteke Prins, organist 
 

Welcome, Announcements & Blessing  
 

 “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return 
 there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, 
 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes 
 out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish 
 that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. For you 
 shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills 
 before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their 
 hands.”          Isaiah 55:10-12 
 

Advent Candle Lighting The Candle of Peace is lit by Audrey Ming.  
 

Leader: First Church, during this Advent season, remember that “The light 
 shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” Please 
 respond in the bold: 

Leader: God, last week we lit the candle of hope, and this week we light the 
 candle of peace. As we light this candle, we ask that your peace breaks 
 into our world. 

People: Bring about peace that is true justice realized. 

Leader: Kindle peace in all the darkest places in our world, 

 People: and lead us to become agents of your peace, shining forth like 
  this Candle of Peace. 
 Leader: *Lights the Candle of Peace*  

 11 

 
*Charge & Blessing  
 
Postlude “Watchman Tell Us of the Night”  Anonymous

  Iteke Prins, organist  
 
 
 
Worship Leadership: 
  

 Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston  
 Liturgist: Rev. Trey Tirpak 
 Guest Organist: Iteke Prins 
 Technical Team: Joshua Bliss, and Stephen Reohr 
 

CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689 

 

Prayer Concerns? If you would like your church family to join  you in prayer,  
please share your concerns and joys with us.  

Call the office at 518-463-4449 or email office@firstchurchinalbany.org 

• Jane, sister of Donna Schultz 
• Elaine and Jim Jenks, Rose 

Hunsberger’s parents 
• Carol, Keith Curry’s mother 
• Marian, Colleen Lais’ mother 
• Peter, Karen Van Epps’ brother 
• Charnelle Jones 
• Jeff Curry 
• Barb Andrews 
• Samuel, Barb Andrew’s son 
• Haleigh Bliss 
• Mary Weijola 
• Neil Keen 
• Ian and Edi Leet 
• Fran Carr Morton 

• Harriet Stockhoff 
• Kathy Stallmer (Monthie family) 
• Cheryl Gowie 
• Steve Hoffman 
• Ada Harris 
• Ginger 
• Charles Welge 
• Olivia Gaydushek 
• Staff and Leaders of The First 

Church in Albany 
• The homeless in our community as 

we enter this time of colder weather, 
and for outreach groups who seek to 
help the homeless. 



 12 

 

 

First Church in Albany 
 

110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207 

518-463-4449   www.firstchurchinalbany.org 

• Sunday 12.5  10am Sanctuary Worship & Children and 
    Worship 

• Monday 12.6 9am Food Pantry 

 

• Tuesday           12.7 12pm Adult Book Study  

   5:30pm Meeting of the Joint Boards 

• Wednesday 12.8   9am Food Pantry 

   12pm AA Meeting 

   12pm Centering Prayer 

   12:30pm Weathervanes’ Christmas Party 

• Thursday 12.9 11:30am Soup Lunch in Clee Park 

    

Upcoming Events  

• Thursday 12.16 6:30pm Blue Christmas Service FCIA with 
    Focus Churches 

This Week at the First Church in Albany 

 

Information will be available soon about poinsettias  
for Christmas Eve.  

 

Christmas Eve Worship at The First Church in Albany, 
Friday, December 24, at 7pm.  

   

The First Church in Albany 

The Second Week of Advent 

December 5, 2021, 10am 


