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First Church in Albany 

110 North Pearl St. 
Albany NY 12207 

518-463-4449

www.firstchurchinalbany.org

The First Church in Albany 
(Reformed Church in America) 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today. 

Prelude Reflection a haiku for today’s worship  by Jeannie Prinsen

come, Immanuel
let your love and justice break
the curse's power

Prelude “Chorale & Variation on Adeste Fideles” 
Joshua Bliss, Baritone Saxophone 

Tolling of Bell: Bell tolled by children of First Church  

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing Romans 15:13

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you 
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” Amen.

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus 
Christ, we are called to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in 
Albany includes young and old, families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons 
of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, 
differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full 
life of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where we are 
loved. 
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Advent Anthem“We Welcome Now the World’s True Light” v.1-2 (see insert) 
 

 Joy Smith will share a reflection about peace and light our Advent candles.  
 

 Titus 2:11-14 
   

Call to Worship Based on a liturgy from Reformed Worship 

 

Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth. 
Amen. 

Leader: We come this Advent Sunday longing for peace. 

People: We dream God’s dream, a world at peace. 

Leader: Where enemies are reconciled and children play in safety. 

People: Where the poor and powerless find justice. 

Leader: This season, we’re reminded of the good news of Christmas day, 

People: “For unto us a child is born.” 

Leader: And his name shall be, 

People: “Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting 
Father, the Prince of Peace.” 

Leader: Prince of Peace, we long that you break into our world anew for 
the sake of peace, and so we cry out with the prophets, 

People: “Prepare the way of the Lord,” and dwell with us as 
Emmanuel. 

 

*Opening Hymn  “O Come, O Come Emmanuel “ (see insert) 
 
Prayer of Confession Based on a prayer by Rev. Beth Merrill Neel 

 

Prince of Peace, long ago your prophets told of your promises – a 
promise of salvation, restoration, and peace. We confess that we 
have walked in our own ways rather than your ways of salvation; we 
have preferred brokenness over restoration; we have worked solely 
for our betterment instead of being peacemakers. Forgive our stiff-
necked ways, renew our strength to walk in your ways, and 
accompany us as we work with you to bring about the peace of your 
kingdom. Amen. 
 

 Time of silence 
 

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law   
 

On this Advent day, our honest words of confession echo ancient words once 
spoken, and like in ancient days, God responds to us, “Comfort, comfort, O 
my people.” Take comfort that the Prince of Peace forgives us. Be set free by 
this and walk in his peace. Amen.  

 

7 

 
 



6 3 

 
 
*Passing the Peace 
 

 Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Leader: Let us greet one another with a hand-sign of peace. 
 

 Touch your thumb to the tip of your ring finger, and wave to one another. This 
 hand-sign makes Christ’s gesture of blessing in a lot of iconography in the 
 Orthodox Tradition. 
 

Children’s Message & Blessing Peace & Blue Christmas  
 

Prayer for Illumination  
 

Speak to us, Lord, in our waiting, our watching, our hoping, and our 
longing. Teach us peace. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.  

 

Old Testament Lesson  Isaiah 40:1-5 
 

 Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
 and cry to her 

 that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received 
 from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 
 

 A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make 
 straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, 
 and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become 
 level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be 
 revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has 
 spoken.” 

 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon Text Mark 1:1-8 
 

 The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ. As it is written in the prophet 
 Isaiah, 
 

 “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way, 
 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
 make his paths straight,’ ” 
 

 so John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
 repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And the whole Judean region and all 
 the people of Jerusalem were going out to him and were baptized by him in 
 the River Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s 
 hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 
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 He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I 
 am not worthy to stoop down and untie the strap of his sandals. I have 
 baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

Sermon He Has Come To Bring Peace?  
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

*Hymn of Response “Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice ”  (see insert) 
 

Profession of Faith Third section, first point of the Belhar Confession 

 

We believe that God has entrusted the church with the message of 
reconciliation in and through Jesus Christ; that the church is called 
to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world; that the church is 
called blessed because it is a peacemaker; that the church is witness 
both by word and by deed to the new heaven and the new earth in 
which righteousness dwells. 

 

Tithes & Offerings: If you would like to connect more with the life and mission 
 of  First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it 
 in the offering as it goes by. 
 

Offertory  “Comfort, Comfort O My People ”   
   Glenn Claydon, solo 

 

*Doxology  #592 in pew hymnal  
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God, all creatures here below;  
 Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 
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*Sending Hymn  “O Day of Peace” (see insert) 

 

*Charge & Blessing 

 

Postlude “REGENT SQUARE” I. Prins
   
 
 
    
 We wish each of you a blessed week, until we meet again. 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: You are invited to join Rev. Trey in the chapel after coffee time to 
discuss the first week of our Advent devotional book A Surprising God. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Minister: Rev. Trey Tirpak 
Liturgist: Deb Anderson, Deacon 
Consistory Chaplain of the Day: TBD 
Organist: Iteke Prins 
Musician(s)/Specialist(s): Choir and Joshua Bliss, baritone saxophone 
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss, Stephen Reohr 

 

CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689 
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“Clover’s Peace” by Clover Pagerey 

Colored Pencil on Paper 
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continued on p. 5 
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