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First Church in Albany 
110 North Pearl St. 
Albany NY 12207 
518-463-4449

www.firstchurchinalbany.org

The First Church in Albany 
(Reformed Church in America) 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today. 

Prelude Reflection Maya Angelou

Try to be a rainbow
In someone else’s cloud.

Prelude “Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether” Charles Callahan

Tolling of Bell Bell tolled by children of First Church

Processional Hymn ”We Are People on a Journey”  (see insert) 

For each Sunday leading up to Palm Sunday during this season of Lent, five 
congregants will process with common Christian symbols of worship, signifying 
our Lenten journey to the cross. These common Christian symbols of worship 
are a cross (or cloth to drape the cross with), a candle lighter, the church’s 
bible, and the sacramental elements of water, wheat, and vines.

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus 
Christ, we are called to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in 
Albany includes young and old, families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons 
of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, 
differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full 
life of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where we are 
loved. 

Sunday, February 18, 2024   —  The First Sunday of Lent 
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Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing 

“Look up unto the hills from whence cometh help. Help comes from the Lord.” 
- Psalm 121:1-4

Call to Worship Psalm 25:1-10 

Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth. 
Amen. 

Leader: To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.  O my God, in you I trust; do not let 
me be put to shame; do not let my enemies exult over me. Do not let those 
who wait for you be put to shame; let them be ashamed who are wantonly 
treacherous. 

People: Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths. 
Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my 
salvation; for you I wait all day long. Be mindful of your mercy, O 
LORD, and of your steadfast love, for they have been from of old. Do 
not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according 
to your steadfast love remember me, for your goodness' sake, O 
LORD! 

Leader: All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, for 
those who keep his covenant and his decrees. 

*Opening Hymn ”Come to Me, O Weary Traveler” 

Prayer of Confession 

God of mercy, you sent Jesus Christ to seek and to save the lost. 
We confess that we have strayed from you 

and turned aside from your way. 
We have not tried to be the rainbows in someone else’s  

cloud that you have called us to be. 
We see ourselves as pure and others stained, 

We see ourselves as great and others as small. 
We have failed in love, neglected injustice, and ignored your truth. 

Have mercy on us, O God, and forgive our sin. 
Return us to paths of righteousness 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Time of silence 
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Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law 

When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will 
remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living 
creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to 
destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember 
the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh 
that is on the earth." God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant that 
I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth." 

*Passing the Peace

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us spend a few moments greeting one another. 

Children’s Message & Blessing 

Prayer for Illumination Please sing 

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. Spirit of the Living God, fall 
afresh on me. Melt me. Mold me. Fill me. Use me. Spirit of the Living 
God, fall afresh on me! 

Sermon Text Genesis 9:8-17 

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am 
establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you and with 
every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and 
every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I 
establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by 
the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the 
earth.” God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me 
and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I 
have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 
between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow 
is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and 
you and every living creature of all flesh, and the waters shall never again 
become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see 
it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living 
creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign 
of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on 
the earth.” 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
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Sermon Text Mark 1:9-15 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 
John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw 
the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove upon him. And a 
voice came from the heavens, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am 
well pleased.” 

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the 
wilderness forty days, tested by Satan, and he was with the wild beasts, and 
the angels waited on him. 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the good 
news of God and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has 
come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 

Sermon When Heaven Opens Up for You 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 

*Hymn of Response ”I’ve A Message From The Lord: Look And Live! ”
 (see insert) 

Profession of Faith The Apostle’s Creed, contemporary version 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church*, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Tithes & Offerings: If you would like to connect more with the life and mission 
of First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it 
in the offering as it goes by. 

Offertory “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”   Charles Callahan 

*Doxology  #592 in pew hymnal

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

*Sending Hymn “How Great Thou Art”   (see insert)

*Charge & Blessing

Postlude “Trumpet Tune”      Charles Callahan

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston
Liturgist: 
Organist: Gloria Norton 
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss and Stephen Reohr 

Note: Join us for fellowship in Zimmerman Hall after worship. There will be no 
Second Hour Discussion this week. It will resume next week.

CCLI License 
#463379;  

One License  
#A-700689 
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