
16 

 

• Sunday 2.5 10am Indoor Worship at FCIA, also on Zoom 
  AW Apostle’s Creed Study 
• Monday 2.6 9am Food Pantry  

  11am Prayer Shawl Meeting 

• Tuesday      2.7 12pm Adult Scripture Study  
  6pm Consistory Meeting 
• Wednesday 2.8 9am Food Pantry  
  12pm AA Meeting  
  12pm Centering Prayer 
  6pm Worship, Music, & Arts Meeting (Zoom) 
• Thursday 2.9 11:30am Soup in Clee Park 
   

Upcoming Events  
  
• Wednesday 2.15 12:30pm Weathervanes (Rev. Trey Presents) 
• Monday 2.20  President’s Day  
   Office & Pantry Closed 
• Wednesday 2.22 noon Ash Wednesday Service 
  4:30pm Ashes to Go (Sheridan Parking Lot) 
 

AW = After Worship 

*Meeting Schedules are subject to change. Watch your email for updates if you 

are a part of these 

gatherings. 

 

 

First Church in Albany 
 

110 North Pearl St.,  
Albany NY 12207 

518-463-4449    
 

www.firstchurchinalbany.org 

This Week at the First Church in Albany 

  

The First Church in Albany 

Fifth Sunday After Epiphany 
February 5, 2023,10am Worship Service 
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Lent 2023 begins on Wednesday, February 22 

We need your help! 

We are collecting Plastic Easter Eggs 

and Candy in preparation for this 

year’s Easter Egg Hunt. If you can 

contribute, please bring the items to 

the Workroom and leave them on 

the table. Candy that is individually 

wrapped preferred, but we will 

welcome Jelly Beans as well.  

Important: Please, no candy with 

 nuts. Thank you! 
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*Charge & Blessing 

 
Postlude “O Lord, We Praise Thee” S. Scheidt

   Margaret Randall, organist 
 

CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689 

 

Preacher: Rev. Trey Tirpak  
Liturgist: TBD 
Organist: Margaret Randall 
Hymn Leaders: Norma Jean Ballou & Erica Zetterholm-Bliss 
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss and Stephen Reohr 

(Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston is attending the Combined FOCUS Service  
at First Presbyterian in Albany this morning) 

 

Looking for a way to serve? We are always looking for liturgists. A liturgist 
 reads a few pieces at the beginning of the service. Please let Rev. Mashona 
 or Rev. Trey know if you are interested or have any questions. 
 

Note: You are invited to coffee and refreshments down in Zimmerman Hall. 
 Rev. Trey Tirpak, for the next three Sundays, will be finishing up the  
 Apostle’s Creed series starting at 11:20. “Grab some Joe and get in the 
 know!”  
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The First Church in Albany 

(Reformed Church in America) 
Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today. 

 

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus 
Christ, we are called to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church 
in Albany includes young and old, families, couples and singles, rich and poor, 
persons of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender 
identities, differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We 
welcome into the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in 
Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a 
community where we are loved. 

 

 
Fifth Sunday After Epiphany, February 5, 2023 

 

 
Prelude Reflection  EPIPHANY by Swaliha Asiya 

 

Souls gravitate towards light 

Yearning to embrace the brightness 

Like rising tides on a moonlit night 
  

Prelude “O Bread of Life from Heaven”  J. Bender

   Margaret Randall, organist 
 

Tolling of Bell: bell tolled by children of First Church  
 

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing 2 Corinthians 13:14 

 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.” Amen.  

 

Call to Worship Adapted from Ministry Matters for the Fifth Sunday after the 
 Epiphany 

 

Leader: God said, "Let there be light." 

People: And there was light. 

Leader: Jesus said, "I am the light of the world." 

People: And the light shone in the darkness. 

Leader: Jesus said, "You are the light of the world." 

People: And the light shall not be quenched! 
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*Opening Hymn    

13 
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Sanctus 

 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might. Heaven and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest! 

 

Mystery of the Faith 

 

Christ has died! 

Christ has risen! 

Christ will come again! 

 

Celebration of Communion 

 

Intercession 

 

We, indeed, praise and thank you, O Lord, that you have fed us at your Table. 

Grateful for this gift and mindful of the communion of your saints, here and 
in all places, we offer to you our prayers for all people: 

 

Prayers offered 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 
 

 

*Sending Hymn 
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Prayer of Confession  Adapted from the Christian Reformed Church in North 
 America’s Worship Sourcebook 

 

Triune God of grace, you made yourself known to us in Jesus Christ, the 
light of the world, but we instead have chosen darkness and cling to 
things that hide the brightness of your love. Immersed in ourselves, we 
have not risen to new life, and our light is hidden. Baptize us anew with 
your Spirit, so that we might remember our forgiveness and be renewed, 
and then our light might shine out like a great city on a hill. 

 

Time of silence 
 
Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law 1 John 1:5-7, NRSV 

 

“This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God 
is light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have 
fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do 
what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from 
all sin.” 

 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with a hand-sign of peace. 
 

Touch your thumb to the tip of your ring finger, and wave to one another. 
This hand-sign makes Christ’s gesture of blessing in a lot of iconography in 
the Orthodox Tradition. 

 

Children’s Message & Blessing 

 

Prayer for Illumination  
 

Like those who fast, we long to feast upon your Word today, O Lord. 
Have it nourish and enliven us so we might then do what you ask. Amen.  
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Communion Prayer 

 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Leader: Lift up your hearts! 

People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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The Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

 
 

Eucharistic Hymn 
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Scripture Reading    Isaiah 58:6-12 

 

Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the 
straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it 
not to share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into 
your house; when you see the naked, to cover them and not to hide yourself 
from your own kin? Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your 
healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you; the 
glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and the Lord 
will answer;  you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here I am.” 

 

If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the 
speaking of evil, if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of 
the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like 
the noonday. The Lord will guide you continually and satisfy your needs in 
parched places and make your bones strong, and you shall be like a watered 
garden, like a spring of water whose waters never fail. Your ancient ruins 
shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you 
shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in. 

 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon Text  Matthew 5:13-16 

 

“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness 
be restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown out and trampled 
under foot. 

 

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. People do 
not light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the 
lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your 
light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father in heaven. 

 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 
Sermon: The Unity of Light 

 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
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*Hymn of  Response  

9 

 

 

Profession of Faith Revelation 22:1-5 

 

“Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as 
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the 
middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of 
life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month, and the 
leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. Nothing accursed will 
be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be 
in it, and his servants will worship him; they will see his face, and his 
name will be on their foreheads. And there will be no more night; they 
need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and 
they will reign forever and ever.” 

 

Tithes & Offerings: If you would like to connect more with the life and mission 
 of First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place 
 it in the offering as it goes by.  
 

Offertory   “Father, We Thank Thee” arr. D. Johnson 
    Margaret Randall, organist 
 

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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*Hymn of  Response  
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Prayer of Confession  Adapted from the Christian Reformed Church in North 
 America’s Worship Sourcebook 

 

Triune God of grace, you made yourself known to us in Jesus Christ, the 
light of the world, but we instead have chosen darkness and cling to 
things that hide the brightness of your love. Immersed in ourselves, we 
have not risen to new life, and our light is hidden. Baptize us anew with 
your Spirit, so that we might remember our forgiveness and be renewed, 
and then our light might shine out like a great city on a hill. 

 

Time of silence 
 
Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law 1 John 1:5-7, NRSV 

 

“This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God 
is light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have 
fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do 
what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from 
all sin.” 
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Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with a hand-sign of peace. 
 

Touch your thumb to the tip of your ring finger, and wave to one another. 
This hand-sign makes Christ’s gesture of blessing in a lot of iconography in 
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Communion Prayer 

 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Leader: Lift up your hearts! 

People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 



12 

 

Sanctus 

 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might. Heaven and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest! 

 

Mystery of the Faith 

 

Christ has died! 

Christ has risen! 

Christ will come again! 

 

Celebration of Communion 

 

Intercession 

 

We, indeed, praise and thank you, O Lord, that you have fed us at your Table. 

Grateful for this gift and mindful of the communion of your saints, here and 
in all places, we offer to you our prayers for all people: 

 

Prayers offered 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 
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Postlude “O Lord, We Praise Thee” S. Scheidt

   Margaret Randall, organist 
 

CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689 

 

Preacher: Rev. Trey Tirpak  
Liturgist: TBD 
Organist: Margaret Randall 
Hymn Leaders: Norma Jean Ballou & Erica Zetterholm-Bliss 
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss and Stephen Reohr 

(Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston is attending the Combined FOCUS Service  
at First Presbyterian in Albany this morning) 

 

Looking for a way to serve? We are always looking for liturgists. A liturgist 
 reads a few pieces at the beginning of the service. Please let Rev. Mashona 
 or Rev. Trey know if you are interested or have any questions. 
 

Note: You are invited to coffee and refreshments down in Zimmerman Hall. 
 Rev. Trey Tirpak, for the next three Sundays, will be finishing up the  
 Apostle’s Creed series starting at 11:20. “Grab some Joe and get in the 
 know!”  
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