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The Kirst Church in Albany
&_.Sunday April 10, 2022 at T0am




The First Church in Albany

(Reformed Church in America)

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we
are called to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes
young and old, families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons of various races,
ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, differing physical and
mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full life of the church all those
whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking down dividing walls
and building a community where we are loved.

Palm Sunday
April 10, 2022

Prelude Intonation on “All Glory, Laud and Honor” A.V. Fedak
Iteke Prins, organist

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing

Grace and peace to you, in the name of the Triune God — Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. Amen.

Processional Hymn All G'OTY, Laud, and Honor v.1&3
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to whom the lips of dul-drenmade sweet ho-san-nas ring!
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1 Thou art the King of Is-ra-el, thou Da - vid's roy - al Son,
2 The peo-ple of the He - brews with palms be - fore thee went;
3 To thee, be - fore thy pas - sion, they sang their hymns of praise;
4 Thou didst ac - cept their prais - es; ac - cept the prayers we bring,
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who in the Lord's name com - est, the King and bless-ed One.
our praise and prayers and an - thems be - fore thee we pre - sent
to thee, now high ex-alt - ed our mel -0 - dy we raise
who in all good de-light - est, thou good and gra-cious King!
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These stanzas for Palm Sunday have boen selected and translated from a much longer Latin poem written by
& bishop who was the leading theologian in Charlemagne’s court. They are sung to a 17th-aentury German
chocale, as adapted for these words in the mid-19th century.

XT Thoodulph of Orleans, €. 570, wam. Jobe Maon Neole, V851,56

* VALET WALL 10+ DR GEREN
= Medchior Teschmey, 1614; aer. William Horwy Mond, 1861
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Call to Worship

Leader: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

People: Hosanna in the highest!

Leader: Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!

People: Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!”

Leader: Hosanna!

People: Hosanna in the highest!

Leader: Let us worship the King of Kings with loud “Hosanna’s” of praise!



*Opening Hymn Hosanna, Loud Hosanna
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For an alternate arrangement see 679. For music in a higher key soe 726
Music (ELLACOMBE 7.6.7.6 D): Gesangbuch der Herzagl, Hofkapelle, Wilrtemberg, 1784, P.D,

Words: Jennette Threlfall, 1873, P.D.



Prayer of Confession Based on a prayer from Rochester Christian Reformed
Church, NY

O King of Glory, we confess that our praise of your majesty has often
been faint. OQur lives as citizens of your kingdom can be considered
treasonous for we have surrendered to easy living, evil societal norms,
and selfishness. This Holy Week, take up your throne in our hearts
again. Send your Holy Spirit to teach us your humble way of peace —
the way of the cross — and on Easter Sunday, instill in us the joy of your
resurrection. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

Hear this assurance of pardon from Psalm 118: “Let those who fear the Lord
say, His steadfast love endures forever. Out of my distress I called on the
Lord; the Lord answered me and set me free. The Lord is my strength and
my song; he has become my salvation. I shall not die, but I shall live, and
recount the deeds of the Lord.”

In Christ, God answers us and sets us free! In Christ, we are forgiven! Live
in this peace.

*Passing the Peace

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us greet one another with a wave of a palm branch.

Children’s Message & Blessing
Prayer for Illumination

Spirit of the Living God fall afresh on me. Spirit of the Living God fall
afresh on me. Melt me. Mold me. Fill me. Use me. Spirit of the Living
God, fall afresh on me!



First Reading Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever!
Let Israel say, “His steadfast love endures forever.” Open to me the gates of
righteousness, that I may enter through them and give thanks to the Lord.
This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it. I thank you
that you have answered me and have become my salvation. The stone that the
builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. This is the Lord’s doing;
it is marvelous in our eyes. This is the day that the Lord has made; let us
rejoice and be glad in it. Save us, we beseech you, O Lord! O Lord, we
beseech you, give us success!

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. We bless you from the
house of the Lord.

The Lord is God, and he has given us light. Bind the festal procession with
branches, up to the horns of the altar. You are my God, and I will give thanks
to you; you are my God, I will extol you. O give thanks to the Lord, for he is
good, for his steadfast love endures forever.

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

Short Musical Interlude
Second Reading Luke 19:28-40

After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.

When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the
Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, saying, “Go into the village
ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never
been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you
untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.”” So those who were sent
departed and found it as he had told them. As they were untying the colt, its
owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” They said, “The Lord
needs it.” Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the
colt, they set Jesus on it. As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks
on the road. As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of
Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with
a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, saying,



“Blessed i1s the king

who comes in the name of the Lord!

Peace in heaven,
and glory in the highest heaven!”

Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your
disciples to stop.” He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones

would shout out.”

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ!

Sermon

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word

Untie, for the Lord Needs It!

*Hymn of Response Ride On! Ride On in Majesty! v.1,2, &35
Second Tone
ST. BARTHOLOMEW, IM Heory Duncalf, 1762
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2. Ride on! ride on in maj-es-ty! In low - ly porap ride on to die
3. Ride on! ride on in maj-es-ty!l Thewing-edsquad-rons of the sky
4. Ride on! ride on in maj-es-tyl Thylast and fierc - est  strife is nigh;
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Offering & Offertory
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As Christ Rode into the Ci
KINGS ENTRANCE

Iteke Prins

Gracia Grindal (b. 1943)
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*Doxology #592

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Leader: O Lord,
People: Hear our prayer.

T Drdigon

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen

Sermon Notes

Trouble in the text:

Trouble in our world:

God in the text:

God 1n our world:

Ways that God is moving in me:
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andg;th-a all the saints to their e-ter-nal home.
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Re - joice, give thanks, and sing and tri-umph ev - er - more
when he had purged our stains, he took his seat a - bove
the keys of death and hell are to our Je - sus given
and gath -er all the saints to their ‘e - ter - nal home.
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Lift up your heart; lift up your voice! Re-joice, a-gain I say, re - joice!
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Lift up your heart; lift up your voice! Re-joice, a-gain 1 say, re-joice!
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“Lord" is here a tithe of Christ rather than a refecence to the undivided Trinity. The late 18th-century tune
(first used with Psalm 148) captures the mood well.

Tk Orarles Wesiey 1746, 2 DARWALLS 148TH
TUSIC: Joba Darwall, 1770; desc. Sydney Hugo Nichalson, 200 cont. 666688
wsic Desc. © 1985 Nymas Ancione & Modern (admin, Hope Publishing Company)

*Sending Hymn — Rejoice, the Lord Is King! v-1,2,&4
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*Charge & Benediction (from the Franciscan Billabong Community)

May God bless you with Discomfort...
at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships,
So that you may live deep within your heart.

May God bless you with Anger...
at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people,
So that you may work for justice, freedom, and peace.

May God bless you with Tears...

to shed for those who suffer from pain, rejection, starvation, and war so that
you may

reach out your hand to comfort them and turn their pain into joy.

And may God bless you with enough foolishness...
to believe that you can make a difference in this world,
so that you can do what others claim cannot be done. Amen.

Postlude “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” A.V. Fedak
Iteke Prins, organist

After Service: Children are welcome to make bread with Becky Hudak.

Worship Leadership:

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston

Liturgist: Rev. Trey Tirpak

Organist: Iteke Prins

Vocalist: Members of the First Church Choir
Technical Team: Joshua Bliss, and Stephen Reohr

CCLI License #463379, One License #A4-700689
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First Church in Albany Prayer Requests

e Family and friends of Joann
Bonefede, local cello player who
has passed

eHarold Bushnell
eCheri Jones

eKathleen and Glenn Claydon,
as they support friends who
are grieving

eFrank Jeffries (son of Norma
McClement)

eRev. Susan Vincent Cox for the
passing of her mother Barbara

eNorma McClement
eBecky Gardner

eJoan, friend of Karen Van Epps
who was injured in a fire

eNorma and Leo, neighbors of
Audrey Ming

eRalph McNeil, brother of
Norma Jean Ballou

eJoe Vasta, friend of the Persons
family

eFamily of Nathaniel Marable

eMary Ann Selmer

eFor the family of Danielle as they

mourn her passing, for her
children (Melvin, Trackwon,
Antonio, Julius, Brandon, and
Christopher)

eFor Katherine’s grandmother
eCarol LaBatte

e Anthony, of the Brown Family
eJane, sister of Donna Schultz

eFElaine and Jim Jenks, Rose
Hunsberger’s parents

ePeter, Karen Van Epps’ brother
oJeff Curry

eSamuel, Barb Andrew’s son
eBrian, the Andrew’s son-in-law
eHaleigh Bliss

eMary Weijola

eNeil Keen

eFran Carr Morton

eHarriet Stockhoff

eKathy Stallmer (Monthie
family)

oCheryl Gowie

eSteve Hoffman

eAda Harris

eGwen, friend of Becky Gardner
eCharles Welge

oOlivia Gaydushek

oStaff and leaders of the First
Church in Albany

ePrayers for the people and
leaders of Ukraine. For the
countries accepting those
fleeing the violence. For
thoughtful and productive
resolution immediately.

Prayer Concerns? If you would like your church family to join you in prayer, please share
your concerns and joys with us. Call the office at 518-463-4449 or email
office@firstchurchinalbany.org

First Church in Albany

110 North Pearl St.,
Albany NY 12207
518-463-4449

www.firstchurchinalbany.org
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