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The First Church in Albany 
(Reformed Church in America) 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today. 

Maundy Thursday, April 6, 2023 
Service of Shadows 

 
 Please sit in the two inner aisles of the sanctuary  

 

Prelude “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” M. Burkhardt 

   “Wondrous Love” C. Callahan 
 

Call to Worship Adapted from Re:Worship 

 

Leader: Gathered friends of Christ, what do we remember tonight? 

People: We remember Christ washing his disciples’ feet, and the Passover 
 meal he shared with them. 

Leader: In this meal, what does Christ establish? 

People: The new covenant, constituted in the breaking of bread and the 
 pouring out of wine. 

Leader: What else do we remember tonight?  

People: We remember how Christ prayed alone in the garden, and how he 
 was betrayed with a kiss and arrested by guards. 

Leader: We also remember how Christ was unjustly tried and sentenced to death 
 by religious and political leaders. 

People: And, how he was tortured and ridiculed, all while his disciples 
 abandoned him and even denied their association with him.  

Leader: But, what do we ultimately remember about tonight and tomorrow, 
Good Friday? 

People: We remember his spotless hands which were spread wide in 
 blessing and then nailed high on a cross to expunge the sins of the whole 
 world. 

Leader: Friends, our forty-day Lenten journey has brought us to this night of 
 remembrance. Let us enter the shadows of this night with reverence and 
 sorrow, but also hope because Christ by his Spirit accompanies us and will 
 bring us to Easter morning. 

 

 
 
  

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, 
we are called to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany 
includes young and old, families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons of various 
races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, differing physi-
cal and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full life of the church 
all those whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking down 
dividing walls and building a community where we are loved. 
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*Lenten Introit   (sing x3 , candles are lit)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Lord, we wait for you tonight. We wait for you to reveal what you have 
done for us. Send your Spirit to help us to keep watch and take heart. 
Amen. 

 
Teaching Text Matthew 26:17-20, 26-30 

 

On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, 
“Where do you want us to make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 
He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, 
My time is near; I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’ ” So 
the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover 
meal. 
 

When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve disciples… While they 
were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it 
to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, and 
after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you, for this 
is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day 
when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 
 

When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 
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Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 
A Teaching About the Last Supper  

 
Eucharistic Hymn         Before Communion: v. 1 & 4, After Communion: v. 7 & 8 
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Worship Leadership 

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston  
Liturgist: Rev. Trey Tirpak 
Organist: Iteke Prins 
Vocalist and/or specialist: Glenn Claydon, choir (Norma Jean Ballou, Jean 
 Lamere, Becky  Hudak, Erica Bliss, and David Allen) 

 Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss and Stephen Reohr 

 
CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689 
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Postlude & Stripping of the Sanctuary Congregation sings 

                         v.1 Christ candle is recessed, v. 2-4 Sanctuary stripped 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please leave in silence. Offering plate at the door.  
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Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 

 
 

 

Communion Prayer 
 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Leader: Lift up your hearts! 

People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Sanctus 
 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might. Heaven and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest! 

 

Mystery of the Faith 

 

Christ has died! 

Christ has risen! 

Christ will come again! 
 

Commemoration of Communion  
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Service of Shadows 
 

The Shadows of Gethsemane: Matthew 26:36-46  (Choir sings x1,  
   congregation sings x2) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Shadow of Betrayal: Matthew 26:47-50, 55-56  Choir sings: Iscariot (choir) 

 

 

With bitter herbs, with wine and bread, 
in ancient disciplines, 
the doorposts stained again with red, 
the Passover begins. 
By lamplight at this borrowed board, 
this best of all the days, 
with quiet voice declare, O Lord, 
that one of them betrays. 

Unspoken questions fill the air 
where festal joy had been: 
"Could it be I?" the inner fear, 
a tense "who can he mean?" 
In silence as their questions stop, 
Christ speaks at table's head: 
"the one with whom I share the sop, 
to whom I pass this bread." 

 

Above forgotten plate and cup 
they wait, they watch you stand; 
the simple sop is lifted up, 
and passed to Judas' hand. 
Tell him to do what must be done, 
the silence now is thick, 
Christ, send him out in fading sun: 
betrayal must be quick. 

The others cannot quite discern 
what passed between the two, 
perhaps some detail, small concern, 
some errand yet to do; 
yet these two know beyond all doubt 
that God's will each now calls; 
and Judas, bread in hand, goes out, 
and as he goes, night falls. 
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The Shadow of the Tomb  Matthew 27:57-60 *Congregation sings 
    (v.1-4, last verse acapella) 
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The Shadow of Death  Matthew 27:45-51, 54 Congregation sings 
    (v.1-3, choir sings first verse) 
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The Shadow of Denial: Matthew 26:57-59, 69-75 Congregation sings 
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The Shadow of the Trial: Matthew 27:1-2, 11-26 Congregation sings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
‘ 
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The Shadow of the Cross Matthew 27:27-44 *Congregation sings 
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