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First Church in Albany 
110 North Pearl St., 
Albany NY 12207 
518-463-4449

www.firstchurchinalbany.org

• Sunday 5.7 Heritage Sunday and Crop Walk 
10am Indoor Worship at FCIA, also on Zoom 

AW Fellowship and Coffee in Zimmerman, 
Trustees Meeting  

• Monday 5.8 9am Food Pantry  
• Tuesday 5.9 noon Zoom Book Study 
• Wednesday 5.10 9am Food Pantry  

noon AA Meeting  
noon Centering Prayer in the Chapel 

• Friday 5.12 1:30pm Burial of Mary Ann Selmer at Saratoga 
National Cemetery 

AW = After Worship 

Upcoming Events 

• Sunday, May 14—Mother’s Day, Congregational Meeting (Election Office
Bearers) AW

• Wednesday, May 17—Last Weathervanes Gathering until Fall
• Sunday, May 21—First Drive In of 2023
• Tuesday, May 23—Networking Event for Albany Area Women in Faith, Human

Services and Business 
• Sunday, May 28—Pentecost, Installation of Officers
• Monday, May 29—Memorial Day, Office and Pantry Closed

*Meeting Schedules are subject to change. Watch your email for updates if you are
a part of these gatherings.

The First Church in Albany 

Heritage Sunday 
May 7, 2023 

10am Service 
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The First Church in Albany 
(Reformed Church in America) 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today. 

 
Heritage Sunday, May 7, 2023 

 
 

Prelude Reflection Rev. Jaroslav Pelikan, Titus Street Professor of 
Ecclesiastical History at Yale University 

 

“Tradition is the living faith of the dead; traditionalism is the 
dead faith of the living. Tradition lives in conversation with the 
past while remembering where we are and when we are and 
that it is we who have to decide. Traditionalism supposes that 
nothing should ever be done for the first time, so all that is 
needed to solve any problem is to arrive at the supposedly 
unanimous testimony of this homogenized tradition.” 

 

Prelude “Procession” Richard E. Frey 
  

Ministers & Elders enter the sanctuary and sit in their respective 
places.  

 

Tolling of Bell: bell tolled by children of First Church  
 

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing  
 

“May grace and peace be yours in abundance in the knowledge 
of God and of Jesus our Lord.” 2 Peter 1:2  

 

 

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us 
in Jesus Christ, we are called to be a welcoming and affirming 
community. The First Church in Albany includes young and old, families, 
couples and singles, rich and poor, persons of various races, ethnicities, 
backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, differing physical 
and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full life 
of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community 
where we are loved. 
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Upcoming events... 

www.albanyinstitute.org/exhibition/tulips-for-albany 
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Call to Worship Adapted from Psalm 31 

 

Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven 
 and earth. Amen. 
 

Leader: O LORD, Listen! Bend your ear to me. Rescue me 
 speedily!  
People: Be a rock of refuge for me, a strong fortress to save me. 
Leader: God, you are indeed my rock and my fortress.  
People: You lead me and guide me. 
Leader: Take me out of the net that is hidden for me! 
People: You are my refuge, my place of safety. 
Leader: Into your keeping I commit my spirit.  
People: You have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God. 
Leader: My past, present and future are in your hands.  
People: Let your face continue to shine upon me.  
Leader: I trust you will save me–and all of us– 
People: by your marvelous and steadfast love. AMEN 
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*Opening Hymn  At the Heart of Human History, a hymn composed 
for the 375th Anniversary Celebration of the First Church in Albany  
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Today’s Guest Minister, Abby Norton-Levering 
 

Abby Norton-Levering is the Albany Synod Ministries 
Coordinator. She lives in Schenectady with her husband Bill 
Levering, daughter Valerie, their dog Tia, and their cat Ted. She 
is a graduate of Vassar College and New Brunswick Theological 
Seminary. She served as a chaplain in the Philadelphia area and 
as the pastor of the Glenmont Community Church in the classis 
of Albany. She is passionate about congregational renewal, 
heartfelt worship, conflict mediation, productive meetings and 
the creation of authentic community. Abby enjoys building 
relationships with congregations and classes, and learning about 
the joys and challenges of following Jesus in our region.  When 
she’s not working, Abby enjoys spending time with her family, 
storytelling, cooking, making music, drawing and teaching 
Zentangle and decorating Ukrainian eggs. 
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Sr. & Asst. Elders cover elements. 
Sr. & Asst. Elders and Minister recess to the narthex. 

 
*Charge & Blessing 
 

Postlude “Trumpet Jubilation” Richard E. Frey
  

   CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689 
 

Today’s Worship Team:  
Preacher: Rev. Abby Norton-Levering 
Liturgist:  Rev. Trey Tirpak 
Organist: Gloria Norton 
Tech Team: Joshua Bliss and Stephen Reohr 

 
 

 
 

Post-service Note: Please join us in Zimmerman Hall 
(downstairs) for coffee and some traditional Dutch cookies, 
made special for today.  Don’t forget to take a Heritage 
Sunday pamphlet and take a look around at the many 
things of historical note here at First Church. 

 
There will be a Board of Trustees meeting after worship today. 

 
 

Next Sunday, May 14, 2023, there will be a congregational meeting 
after worship in Zimmerman Hall to elect new officers.  

  

 

Elder Nominees: 
• Norma Jean Ballou 
• Tom Allison 

Deacon Nominees:  
• Deb Anderson 
• Becky Hudak 
• Erica Zetterholm-Bliss 
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Prayer of Confession Based on 1 Peter 2:2-10 
 

Good God, as infants long for pure milk, we long to grow into all 
you have called us to be: “a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, 
offering spiritual sacrifices” of justice, kindness, and 
humility.  Today, we confess to all the times we have chosen false 
selves, making ourselves out to be priests for injustice, malice, 
and vanity. In many ways, we have caused this spiritual house to 
be about ourselves. Send your Holy Spirit, now, to transform us 
to be like living stones who proclaim the excellence of Jesus, 
who called us out of darkness and into his marvelous light. 
 

Time of silent confession 
 

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law  
 

Friends of Jesus, we can become the spiritual house God calls 
us to be when we continually center Christ, the living stone and 
cornerstone, in all that we do, and when we do that, we will 
come to truly know that God has already forgiven us and we 
will live in peace.  
 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with a hand-sign of peace. 
 

Touch your thumb to the tip of your ring finger, and wave to 
one another. This hand-sign makes Christ’s gesture of 
blessing in a lot of iconography in the Orthodox Tradition. 

 

Children’s Message & Blessing 
 

Prayer for Illumination  
 

 God, you are our rock and our fortress, our stronghold in times 
 of trouble.  May we trust in you, the rock of our salvation, and 
 follow where you lead. Amen.  
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Sermon Text 1 Peter 2: 2-10 
 

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by 
it you may grow into salvation— if indeed you have tasted that 
the Lord is good. 
 

Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen 
and precious in God’s sight, and like living stones let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it 
stands in scripture: 

 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and 
precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to 
shame.” 

 

This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not 
believe, 

 

“The stone that the builders rejected has become the very 
head of the corner,” and “A stone that makes them stumble 
and a rock that makes them fall.” 

 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were 
destined to do. 
 

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence 
of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
 

Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once 
you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon  “Living Stones” 
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
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The Celebration of the Lord’s Supper: Please see insert 
 
*Sending Hymn  
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*Communion Hymn 
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*Hymn of Response 
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Tithes & Offerings  
 

 If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of 
 First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew 
 and place it in the offering as it goes by. 
 

Offertory  “Pastoral” Richard E. Frey 
 

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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*Confession of Faith Older, RCA-Adopted Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth; 
 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Passing the Peace Before Communion 

 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be  
    with you. 
People: And also with you. 

 

    
 

“Let the peace of Christ rule in 
your hearts, to which indeed you 
were called in the one body.”  
Colossians 3:15 
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