
• Sunday 6.25    Refugee Awareness Sunday  

    10am Drive-In Worship at  
      FCIA, also on Zoom 
     AW Communion Service & 

      Lemonade Lull in Clee Park 

• Monday 6.26  9am  Food Pantry  

• Tuesday      6.27  6am-9pm Primary Voting in Zimmerman 

• Wednesday 6.28  9am  Food Pantry  

     noon AA Meeting  

     noon Centering Prayer in  
      the Powell Rm 

• Thursday 6.29  11:30am Hot Dogs in Clee Park 

   
AW = After Worship 

 

Upcoming Events 

• July 2—FOCUS Worship, First Presbyterian, Albany NY 

• July 4— Independence Day, Office Closed 

• July 6— A Night of Worship 
 

*Meeting Schedules are subject to change. Watch your email for 
updates if you are a part of these gatherings. 

 

First Church in Albany 
 

110 North Pearl St.,  
Albany NY 12207 
518-463-4449    
 

www.firstchurchinalbany.org 

Reminder: Tuesday, June 27 is Primary Election Day. The  First 
 Church in Albany is a polling place for elections 6am—9pm. 

The First Church in Albany 

 

Drive-In Worship 
June 25, 2023 10am 

 

 



Tune to 87.9 FM on your car radio 
 
 
 

 

 

Refugee Awareness Sunday 
(see note at end) 

 

Prelude  “Hymn of Promise” N. Sleeth 
Jean Lamere, vocalist 

 

In the bulb there is a flower, 
in the seed, an apple tree, 
in cocoons, a hidden promise: 
butterflies will soon be free! 
In the cold and snow of winter 
there's a spring that waits to be, 
unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see. 
 

There's a song in every silence, 
seeking word and melody; 
there's a dawn in every darkness, 
bringing hope to you and me. 
From the past will come the future; 
what it holds, a mystery, 
unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see. 
 

In our end is our beginning, 
in our time, infinity; 
in our doubt there is believing, 
in our life, eternity, 
in our death, a resurrection, 
at the last, a victory, 
unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see.  
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Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing 
 

 Good morning, children of God, may our souls 
 magnify the Lord, and our spirits rejoice in God 
 our Savior.  
 

Refugee Sunday Call to Worship from 
 Faithward.org 

 

L: Come, O people of God, let us worship the 
 Lord. 
P: Let us kneel before the Lord, our God 
 and maker. 
L: Gathered, as we are, from east and west, 
 from south and north. 
P: We do not adhere to earthly categories or 
 worldly distinctions. 
L: Here, it does not matter what language we 
 speak or what land we come from. 
P: It does not matter how we got here or 
 how long it has been 
L: In this place, We are no longer strangers and 
 aliens, 
P: We are all citizens with the saints and 
 members of the household of God. 

 

*Opening Hymn  
   “Be Thou My Vision”    (see insert) 
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Prayer of Confession Prayer for Refugee 
 Sunday by the Rev. Dr. Tim TenClay, longtime 
 RCA missionary and now minister at 
 Community Reformed Church at Manhasset, 
 New York 

 

Leader: Let us pray. Ever merciful God, you 
 said “Let us make humankind in our own 
 image.” (Genesis 1:26) 

People: Forgive us, we pray, for the times 
 we have only recognized your image in 
 those who look, think, and act like us. 

L: You said “Six days you shall labor and do 
 all your work. But the seventh day is a 
 sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall 
 not do any work—you, your son or your 
 daughter, your male or female slave, your 
 livestock, or the alien resident in your 
 towns.” (Exodus 20:9-10) 

P: Forgive us, we pray, for the times we 
 have imagined ourselves too important 
 to rest and treated others as unworthy 
 of time off. 
L: You said “You shall not reap to the very 
 edges of your field, or gather the gleanings 
 of your harvest; you shall leave them for 
 the poor and for the alien.” (Leviticus 23:22) 

P: Forgive us, we pray, for the times we 
 have hoarded your blessings and acted 
 as if the poor, the homeless, and the 
 refugee deserve their reality. 
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We could use your help to support of this ministry. If you 
would like to donate supplies, the following items can be 
dropped off in the workroom.  

We also need volunteers to help serve on Thursdays. 

• Nathan’s all-beef 
hotdogs 

• Hot-Dog Buns 
• Individual bags of chips 
• Fruit (i.e. apples,  
 oranges) 

• Bottled Water, soda 
• Popsicles 
• Condiments (i.e. 

ketchup, mustard, relish, 
bbq) 

• Napkins 
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Note 3: Next week we will be worshiping 
alongside other FOCUS congregations, those 
we have covenanted with, at 9:30 am at First 
Presbyterian Church (362 State St, Albany, NY 
12210). There will be no worship at First Church.  

 

Deacon Becky Hudak is coordinating carpools 
for the three FOCUS Summer services. If you 
are interested in providing rides or you need a 
ride, please fill in the insert in this bulletin and 

place it in the offering. A link to an online signup 
form will also be available this summer in the 

Eblast. 
 
 

What is World Refugee Sunday? 

World Refugee Day is June 20. It is an 
international day to honor refugees around the 
globe, celebrate the strength and courage of 
people who have been forced to flee their homes 
to escape conflict or persecution, and lament the 
circumstances that led to their forced 
displacement and harrowing journeys to find 
refuge. World Refugee Day offers us an 
opportunity to build empathy and understanding 
for the plight of refugees, to recognize their 
resilience, to pray for displaced people and their 
homelands, and to take time to discern how God 
is calling us, as Christ followers, to provide 
compassionate care for refugees and other 
displaced people. As the Church, we come 
together to observe Refugee Sunday on either 
the Sunday before or after June 20. 
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L: You said “Do not neglect to show hospitality 
 to strangers, for by doing that some have  
 entertained angels without knowing 
 it.”  (Hebrews 13:1) 

P: Forgive us, we pray, for the times we 
 have closed doors, hearts, and churches 
 to those whom we judge too strange or 
 different. 

L: You said “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
 peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
 faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
 control.” (Galatians 5:22) 

P: Forgive us, we pray, for the times we 
 have hated, brooded, divided, hurried, 
 been cruel, stingy, disloyal, harsh, and 
 self-indulgent… 

silent confession and reflection 

 L: In your great mercy, 

 P: forgive us, we pray. 

 L: Through your Holy Spirit, 

 P: transform us into bearers of hope and   
  healing, 
 L: here and now, 

 P: on earth, as it is in heaven. 

 All: Amen. 

 

Silent Reflection 
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*Passing the Peace (during the passing of the 
peace, children please come forward for a 
message and blessing.) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with a 
honk of the horn and hand-sign of peace. 

 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on 
me. Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh 
on me. Melt me. Mold me. Fill me. Use 
me. Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh 
on me!  

 

Sermon Text  Genesis 21: 8-21 
 

Leader: The Word of the Lord  
People: Hallelujah!  

 

Sermon  The End is a Better Beginning  
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
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*Hymn of Response & Offering  
   “We Know that Christ Is Raised”     
    (see insert) 
 
Ordination or Installation of Office Bearers: 

We thank God for the service of our outgoing 
leaders: Chip Welge, Mary Weijola, Nicole 
Sivaslian, and Shirley Bone. 

 

*Hymn for the Renewal of Vocation  
   “Be An Example”    (see insert) 

 

*Charge & Blessing 

 

*Postlude “Fugue in C. Major”        J.S. Bach  
 
Note 1: For those who would like to participate in 
 a special and short communion service today, 
 please congregate in Clee Park. Rev. Trey will 
 start the communion service shortly.  

 

Note 2: Weekly Wellness Walk with Pastor 
 Mashona follows worship. One mile total over 
 the Albany Skyway.  

Elders Elect Deacons Elect Trustees Elect 

• Norma Jean      
Ballou 

• Tom Allison 
 

• Deb Anderson 
• Becky Hudak 
• Zak Morton 
• Erica            

Zetterholm-
Bliss 

• David Bradley 
• Robert Dorn 
• Becky        

Mondore 
• Ross Westhuis 
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