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WORSHIP:
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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 am
Last Drive-In of 2018
10:00 am
FOCUS Worship at Westminster Presbyterian

9

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Communion)
10:30 am
Sanctuary Service Rev. Lynn Carman Bodden preaching
Post-service: Coffee & Conversation

16

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
10:30 am
Worship: Celebration of our ministries
11:30 am
Potluck lunch with a report from the Work Campers

23

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
10:30 am
Worship: Creation Season – From the Earth
Post Service: Blessings of Prayer Shawls

30

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
10:30 am
Worship: Creation Season – Human Impact
Children and Worship Open House
11:30 am
Bible Study on Psalms

FAMILY is published eleven times a year by First Church in Albany, 110 North Pearl Street, Albany, NY 12207-223

FROM THE INTERIM PASTOR
Dear Members and Friends,
I am an enthusiastic, if haphazard gardener. Last year, I planted sunflowers outside our
front picket fence and about six very large sunflowers grew. Nasturtiums wove themselves
around the stalks and onto the sidewalk and under the fence into our fledgling front yard
potted herb garden. This year I tossed in a few more sunflower seeds than last year along
with the nasturtiums. With this summer’s heat and consistent rain, the garden this year
offers a completely different sight to behold: the sunflowers have smaller blooms, too many
to count, and a variety of colors, the nasturtiums are hearty, the herbs and tomatoes more
fruitful. The bees are happily feasting, gold finches’ flit in and out, and countless people
stop on the city sidewalk to take pictures!
I think of Jesus’ parable of the sower, who strewed seeds willy nilly, and under the right
conditions grew gloriously. I am well aware of the admonition of Paul that one plants,
another waters but God alone gives the growth.
Congregations are gardens. Leaders and members cast out seeds: ideas for growing
relationships between members, between the church and our neighbors, between any and
all of us and God. Some grow. Others flounder. Some programs are perennials,
continuing to live year after year. Some grow like gangbusters for a season. Some need
serious rejuvenating to survive. Some need rethinking, perhaps being allowed to go fallow
for a while to see if there’s still interest in them, while others need to be allowed to die, to
make room for new growth.
At First Church, we have watched Cleeo’s Hotdogs blossom and flourish for a season. And
this fall, we are trying some other new ideas: an after-church bible study on the Psalms, a
retreat for the Joint Boards, a regular blessing of the Prayer Shawls, an October all-church
retreat at Camp Fowler, and an online distribution of the Family. There will be fruitful
growth, if people like you support these programs. We are reaching into an idea you will
recognize but have not seen for a while: four weeks of worship (and projects?) for Creation
Season. And of course, we hope for strong growth in our familiar plantings: choir, Children
and Worship, the readers group, the Weathervanes, the Tuesday bible study. We recognize
that these too can flourish only with your participation and support.
Your staff and leadership are busy planting. God will give the growth. What harvest will
we reap? Your support will make all the difference!
With hope,
Lynn
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UPDATE ON JEFFREY CURRY
As many of you are aware, Jeff Curry has been dealing with major health issues since midJuly. At the recommendation of Leadership, which is the congregation’s Personnel
Committee, Jeff has been placed on leave, so that we can continue to support him by paying
his health insurance for set period of time. While he has been away, we are grateful for the
work of Kenny Jackson, Tanya Hollie and several volunteers who in July and August have
helped Larry Underdue cover Jeff’s duties as sexton and Food Pantry support – and at
Cleeo’s Hotdogs, which was Jeff’s idea.
Jeff is strengthened by our prayers and cards, and warmed by a prayer shawl from First
Church. Please continue to keep him in your prayers, as well as his mother, Florine Curry,
his partner, Jeriesha Coleman, and Jeriesha’s sons.
In Jeff’s absence, we are looking for a volunteer who would be willing to go on Tuesdays
to the Food Bank for produce. The time commitment is about 1.5 hours weekly, to drive
to and from the Food Bank and to sort through boxes of produce for items suitable for
distribution. Shopping at the Food Bank costs considerably less that ordering it from a
retailer. If you feel called to help, please call the church office or email Lorraine Houk
lorraineh@focuschurches.net.

FAMILY GOING ONLINE
We announced earlier our intention to publish the Family online – and we are still moving
in that direction, just not this month as we had planned. It is our plan to email a link to the
Family on the First Church website to you, so that you can easily access and read all the
news that’s fit to print – and in full color! For those who do not have email, or who would
prefer to receive a hard copy, the Family will be printed in black and white and available
for you to pick up as soon as it is published. Copies will be mailed after the first Sunday
of the month to those who have not picked it up after worship. Please help us to save on
printing, postage and staff time by moving to electronic editions of the Family, or by
picking up your copy. We will make announcements online and in church when we are
ready to go.
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CROP WALK
In case you didn't read it somewhere else: the 2018 John U. Miller Memorial CROP Hunger
Walk raised $101,237! This was the 38th annual Albany CROP Hunger Walk sponsored
by the Capital Area Council of Churches and raised $6,000 more than last year. The First
Church in Albany raised $1,047.00. Thank you again to all who walked and all who
sponsored, and to Patty Salisbury for coordinating our efforts.
First Church is among many Albany County and Rensselaer programs being invited to
apply for some of the 25% that will remain for use in the Capital District. Thanks to
Lorraine Houk and Ray Van Epps for completing the paperwork for a grant for the First
Church Food Pantry.

AT HOME WITH THE WORD
Daily Bible Readings from the Common Lectionary - www.rca.org/athome
September 1st - September 30th.
1. Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
2. Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
3. Proverbs 22:1, 8-9, 22-23
4. Psalm 125
5. Isaiah 35:4-7
6. Psalm 146
7. James 2:1-17
8. Mark 7:24-37
9. Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
10. Proverbs 1:20-33
11. Isaiah 50:4-9
12. Psalm 19
13. Psalm 116:1-9
14. James 3:1-12
15. Mark 8:27-38

16. Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
17. Proverbs 31:10-31
18. Psalm 1
19. Jeremiah 11:18-20
20. Psalm 54
21. James 3:13-4:3, 7-8
22. Mark 9:30- 37
23. Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
24. Esther 7:1-6, 9-10, 9:20-22
25. Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29
26. Psalm 124
27. Psalm 19:7-14
28. James 5:13-20
29. Mark 9:38-50
30. Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE FOOD PANTRY?
During the month of June, the pantry was open eight days and served 150 clients. In the
eight open days in July, 175 clients were served.

CLEEO’S HOTDOG THURSDAYS - 2018
In addition to the pantry feeding families, at
Cleeo’s Hotdogs Thursdays, an average of 50
people stopped in for a hotdog (or two!), some
chips or a bottle of cold water. We are grateful to
our staff, volunteers and donors who make our
church a welcoming place where the hungry are
fed in body as well as in soul.

SUMMER WORK CAMP 2018 ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA!
We’re Back!!!
By joining forces with Group
Workcamps this Summer over
15,000 participants, 1,176 residents’
homes repaired, $2,525 home repair
projects completed and 179+
organizations/nonprofits served.
Join us on September 16th to see
how others in our Church
participated in workcamp.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO BETSY DORN WESTMAN
On July 22nd, Betsy Dorn Westman was
ordained a Minister of the Word and
Sacrament at Canajoharie Reformed
Church. First Church in Albany gave Rev.
Westman a stole made by Cindy Barton
(sister of Becky Mondore) in celebration of
her ordination.
On July 29th, First Church welcomed the
Rev. Betsy Dorn Westman as worship leader
for the Drive-in and James Chapels services.
Betsy is the daughter of Gertrude Dorn and
the late Robert Dorn, sister of Bob Dorn
(Assistant Senior Deacon) and Stephen
Dorn and daughter-in-law of Wim and Mia
Westman. Betsy was confirmed at First
Church in Albany and was a member of the
choir, youth group leader and on staff (paid
and volunteer) at Camp Fowler. Betsy has
been called to be the Minister at Theresa
Presbyterian Church located in Theresa, NY
(north of Watertown, NY).

FIRST CHURCH AND FOCUS: Raising Our Voices
On Sunday, September 2, after worship at Westminster Presbyterian Church you are
invited to join in the last of three conversations about the ministries in which we and other
FOCUS churches engage, and how we might begin to envision the next stage of our journey
together as people of faith in the City of Albany. At our July and August conversations, a
total of six First Church members and staff have been present. FOCUS needs to hear from
First Church! Where has FOCUS touched your life? What community needs might
FOCUS churches address together, that it is challenging to face alone? Please join in this
important conversation.
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GLENMONT COMMUNITY CHURCH
Please join Glenmont Community Church, 1 Chapel Lane, on September 9 from 11:3012:30 for an important conversation: Congregations across America are asking: “Is yours
a ‘welcoming and affirming’ congregation? What exactly does that mean, and why does
it matter?" Marilyn Paarlberg, Executive Director of Room for All, will help us consider
these important questions. Room for All, organized in 2005, is a network of RCA
members, clergy and congregations intentionally engaged in a cooperative effort to
support LGBTQ people and allies across the RCA. Free program. All are welcome
Questions? Call Lynne Gilgore: 518-469-9508

JOIN THE CHOIR: FIRST REHEARSAL SEPTEMBER 13TH @ 7:00PM
FIRST CHURCH READERS MEETS SEPTEMBER 16th
Like to read? First Church Readers are a group of people who love
to read. Each month we read a different book and get together on a
Sunday after worship to discuss it.
We will be meeting again on September 16th after service. Come
join us. Books for the fall are:
• September No ordinary time: Franklin & Eleanor Roosevelt: The Home Front in
World War by Doris Kearns Goodwin. The title says it all: an in-depth look at the
home front during WW II by noted historian Doris Kearns Goodwin, author of last
year’s summer read “Team of Rivals.”
• October The Rosie Project: A Novel (Don Tillman Book 1) by Graeme Simsion. A
brilliant but socially inept professor decides he needs a wife. In the orderly,
evidence-based manner he designs the Wife Project, a sixteen-page, scientific
survey to find his perfect partner identifying and filtering out drinkers, smokers,
and people who are not punctual. Rosie fits none of the criteria but, nonetheless,
she keeps turning up in his life with hilarious consequences.
• November Code Girls: The Untold Story of the American Women Code Breakers of
World War II Liza Mundy. More than 10,000 girls were recruited to do the secret
work of breaking codes in WW II. Their work was forgotten and their sacrifices
were unsung until this highly readable, well researched and documented story.
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WEATHERVANES – NATIONAL PARKS
Join the Weathervanes on Wednesday, September 19th at
12:30 p.m. in Zimmerman Hall. Bring a sandwich. Dessert
and beverages will be served. Ian and Edith Leet will share
with us some of the things they saw and experienced on their
recent trip to visit four national parks in the Western United
States.
Please contact Audrey Ming (518-456-5485) to let her know
you are coming.

CREATION SEASON
Beginning September 23 for four weeks, we will be coming to God in praise and with our
concerns about the state of God’s creation and our role as stewards in Christ’s name. In a
June 2018 letter, a host of international ecumenical leaders share that “the Season of
Creation … began in 1989 with the first recognition of the day of prayer for creation by
the Ecumenical Patriarchate of the Orthodox Church, and [it] is now embraced by the wider
ecumenical family…. As the environmental crisis deepens, we Christians are urgently
called to witness to our faith by taking bold action to preserve the gift we share. As the
psalmist sings, ‘The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof, the world and those who
dwell therein’ (Psalm 24:1-2). During the Season of Creation, we ask ourselves: Do our
actions honor the Lord as Creator? Are there ways to deepen our faith by protecting ‘the
least of these,’ who are most vulnerable to the consequences of environmental
degradation?”
Please join us as we offer our thanksgiving for the beauty and bounty of creation and pray
to protect this gift of God and all those who share it. We welcome your suggestions on
how to make our prayers for creation tangible through actions we might take as a church
community!
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Embark on a Journey Through the Psalms
Find light for your path, wisdom for your way, and inspiration for your days
Bible Study and Conversation
Starting September 30, after worship
Will also meet 2 Sundays in October, November, and December
More information to come.
Sign up for a study resource in the church lobby or call Valerie
Church office 518-463-4449
For more information contact Pastor Sue Cox

SHERIDAN AVENUE POWER PLANT
On October 4 after worship, representatives of SHARE, Sheridan Hollow Alliance for
Renewable Energy, will join us after worship as part of our Creation Season. They will
present their concerns, and invite attendees into conversation about the hazards of the
proposal to bring the Sheridan Avenue power plant back online using fossil fuels. Rather
than using fracked gas, SHARE seeks a plan to run the power plant slated to heat and power
Empire State Plaza and other buildings with clean renewable energy. Come to listen, to
learn, to ask questions about this project that lies 0.3 miles up the street from First Church.
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INTER-GENERATIONAL WEEKEND AT CAMP FOWLER
SAVE THE DATE: October 26-28, 2018.
Camp Fowler in the Adirondacks is the site for an
inter-generational church retreat for singles, pairs,
youth, and families. Autumn foliage at Fowler
offers beautiful seasonal surroundings for walks,
hikes, or outdoor exploration and activities. Join
in a variety of group activities or reserve time for
silence and solitude. Rooms are double occupancy
and all meals are included.
The cost is $160 per person. Everyone should attend. Please contact Sue Cox or Joeanna
Brown to discuss how. More information will be forthcoming.”
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THANK-YOU!
The FOCUS Food Pantry and the First Church Food Pantry joined forces this year and
together with wonderful, dedicated volunteers and very generous donors we distributed
144 brand new backpacks filled with supplies for the coming school year!

Thank-you for making our joint venture a huge success!
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THANK YOU
Dear Members and Friends of First Church,
Your gift of flowers and all the many cards and kind words have been truly appreciated
following my father’s death. Thank you for your thoughtful support and your generosity
with my time and energy. I was blessed to spend several days with my dad at the end of
my vacation, and then several more with my mother and siblings after he died. On
August 24, we celebrated his life with his friends and colleagues as well as with others in
the Bodden family. Thank you for being church to me. Lynn
Gifts in honor of Paul H. Bodden can be directed to the Michael J. Fox Foundation,
either online at mjf.org or by mail to Donation Processing, The Michael J. Fox
Foundation, P.O. Box 5014, Hagerstown, MD 21741-5104.

Please keep the Search Committee and their work in your prayers.
Norma Jean Ballou
Imani Brewer
Janet Conti
James Folts
Jean Lamere
Monica Marsh
Andy Mondore
Jay Reohr
START DATES FOR SMALL GROUPS
Children & Worship Planning meeting 9/4 at 6pm
Adult Bible Study Tues 9/18 at noon
Prayer Shawl Mon 9/17 at 11:30
Care Callers 9/23 after worship

14

CORRECTION:
Sam Dedes, who graduated this past spring, received his degree in
Mechanical Engineering.
JOINING FIRST CHURCH
Does it feel like First Church could be your church home? Might you
consider membership? If so, please talk with Rev. Lynn Carman Bodden,
Rev. Sue Vincent-Cox, or one of the Elders to find out more. We’ll be
holding our next new member class in the fall – but you are welcome to start
the conversation now. We’d love to welcome you officially!







The deadline for the October issue of FAMILY is the September 15th.






MEMORIALS
•

In celebration of the life of Bruce Westhuis a gift was received from a friend for
the Clee Park Fund
• In memory of Frankie Reid a gift has been received from Betty Pierce for the
General Fund.
• In memory of Eileen Strawbridge a gift has been received from Betty Pierce for
the General Fund.

IN SYMPATHY
•

Our prayers and sympathy are with the family and friends of Erma Jean Nelson.
Erma passed away on August 25, 2018.
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