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WORSHIP:   
 
   

   1 Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

               9:00 am Last Drive-In of 2019  

 10:00 am FOCUS Worship at Emmanuel Baptist Church 
   

  8 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Communion) 

10:30 am Sanctuary Service  
  Post-service: Coffee & Conversation 
  

 15 Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

10:30 am Sanctuary Service  
  Post-service: Congregational Meeting 

    Coffee & Conversation 
    

22 Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

10:30 am Sanctuary Service  
  Post-service: Coffee & Conversation 

 

 29 Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

10:30 am Sanctuary Service  
  Post-service: Coffee & Conversation 

    First Church Readers 

 
            

 

FAMILY is published eleven times a year by First Church in Albany, 110 North Pearl Street, Albany, NY  12207-223



 

SENIOR MINISTER SEARCH COMMITTEE 

AND JOINT BOARDS RECOMMEND PROCEEDING WITH CALL  

TO THE REV. DR. MASHONA WALSTON 
 

The Senior Minister Search Committee, chaired by Monica Marsh, made its final report to 

a special meeting of the Joint Boards on Sunday, August 11. The Committee recommended 

that a call be extended to The Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston to become the Minister of Word 

and Sacrament of First Church in Albany. The Joint Boards (composed of members of the 

Boards of Elders, Deacons, and Trustees) agreed by a vote of fourteen “yes” and one “no,” 

to proceed with preparing the call. (One member of the Joint Boards could not attend the 

meeting, and one member who was present did not vote.) 

 

The Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston is currently the minister of the Reformed Church of 

Cortlandtown, which is in the Classis of Rockland-Westchester, Regional Synod of New 

York, Reformed Church in America (RCA). She has been pastor of that church since 2016. 

She also serves as a part-time chaplain at the New York State Veterans Home in Montrose, 

a position she has held since 2003. She has also served in the U.S. Army Reserve. Dr. 

Walston is a graduate of New Brunswick Theological Seminary, with a joint degree of 

Master of Divinity and Doctor of Ministry. She was previously ordained in the African 

Methodist Episcopal Church and held pastoral positions in that denomination. Her 

ordination is being transferred to the Classis of Rockland-Westchester. 

 

The First Church By-Laws require that the Joint Boards voting as one body extend a call 

to the Senior Minister. The Leadership Committee, which serves as the church’s personnel 

committee, is now drafting the call, conforming to the requirements of the RCA. The call 

document describes the duties of Christian ministry and states the salary and benefits of 

the position. The Leadership Committee will communicate with Dr. Walston as part of the 

process, and then send the call document to members of the Joint Boards for their review. 

Dr. Walston will be invited to preach at a regular worship service on Sunday, September 

15, after which there will be a special meeting of the Congregation. That will be an 

opportunity for members of First Church to ask questions and make comments on the 

proposed call. Immediately following the congregational meeting, a special meeting of the 

Joint Boards will vote on extending the call to Dr. Walston. A committee of the Classis of 

Albany must approve the call. If the call is approved, Dr. Walston is available to begin her 

ministry at First Church on November 1st. 
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AT HOME WITH THE WORD 
 

Daily Bible Readings from the Common Lectionary - www.rca.org/athome 
September 1st - September 30th.   

 

1. Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

2. Jeremiah 18:1-11 

3. Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 

4. Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

5. Psalm 1 

6. Philemon 1:1-21 

7. Luke 14:25-33 

8. Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

9. Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 

10. Exodus 32:7-14 

11. Psalm 51:1-10 

12. 1 Timothy 1:12-17 

13. Luke 15:1-10 

14. Holy Cross; 1 Corinthians 1:18-24 

15. Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 

16. Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 

17. Psalm 79:1-9 

18. Amos 8:4-7 

19. Psalm 113 

20. 1 Timothy 2:1-7 

21. Luke 16:1-13 

22. Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

23. Jeremiah 32:1-3, 6-15 

24. Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 

25. Amos 6:1, 4-7 

26. Psalm 146 

27. 1 Timothy 6:6-19 

28. Luke 16:19-31 

29. Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

30. Lamentations 1:1-6
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PASTORAL CARE 
 

The Joint Boards have an agreement with the Rev. Dr. Al Janssen to provide emergency 

pastoral care between Lynn’s departure and the arrival of a new pastor.  Al is available 

for hospital calls, emergencies and funerals. Al can be reached at (201) 960-4828. 

 

REV. CAMERON MONTHLY BRUNCH 
 

The Rev. Bill Cameron began gathering a group for lunch on the first Thursday of the 

month. The group continues to meet each month at the Gateway Diner, 899 Central Avenue 

in Albany.  Anyone can join us starting at 12:15 pm and stay until you wish to leave. We 

all pay for our own. Contact Donna E. Schultz at deschultz07@aol.com 

 

FOCUS FINAL SUMMER WORSHIP OF 2019! 
 

The final summer FOCUS worship of 2019 will be 

held at Emmanuel Baptist Church at 10:00 a.m. on 

September 1. Plan now to attend and to stay for the 

second hour presentation by Professor Sarah 

Rogerson, professor at Albany Law School.   

 

Professor Rogerson directs the Immigration Law 

Clinic, an experiential course through which students 

represent immigrant victims of crime including child 

abuse and neglect, domestic violence and sexual 

assault. 

 

Rogerson was involved in the Legal Project’s work with asylum-seekers held at Albany 

County Jail last summer and more recently in advocating for Albany resident Kinimo 

Ngoran who was at risk for deportation. Immediately after graduation from Seton Hall Law 

School, Professor Rogerson worked for several years as an associate attorney at a law firm 

with practices in New York and New Jersey.  

 

In addition to her J.D. from Seton Hall Law School, she holds an LL.M. in international 

law at Southern Methodist University Dedman School of Law and a Masters in 

Diplomacy and International Relations from Seton Hall University. The daughter of a 

Lutheran pastor, she is happy to connect with faith communities. Join us on September 1 

for a lively and informative discussion of current immigration practices and policies. 
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" S A Y  I T  W I T H  F L O W E R S "  
 

 

 

 

First Church welcomes friends and strangers with 

summer flowers. Our new flower beds are now in 

full glory, with annuals and perennials adding 

color and class to our church home's main 

entrance. Passers-by on North Pearl Street 

will notice the nice flowers on our church's "front 

porch." We owe a big thank you to Shirley Bone 

for leading this project, and to generous donors to 

the Clee Park fund which supports these 

enhancements. 



 
 

6 

CROP WALK 
  

The numbers are in! The 2019 John U. Miller Memorial CROP Hunger Walk raised 

$96,022!  This was the 39th annual Albany CROP Hunger Walk sponsored by the Capital 

Area Council of Churches.  The First Church in Albany raised $900.00. Thank you again 

to all who walked and all who sponsored, and to Patty Salisbury for coordinating our 

efforts.   
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE FOOD PANTRY? 
 

The summer was VERY busy at the First Church Food Pantry.  In June the pantry was 

open eight days, and we served 260 people from our catchment area, including 53 children 

and twelve seniors.  Nineteen people served were new to us this year.  Over the ten days 

the pantry was open in July, our staff and volunteers provided food for 283 neighbors, 

fifteen of whom were first-time visitors.  Fifty-eight of the people served were children, 

and eleven were senior citizens.  People between the ages of 18 and 64 are counted as 

adults. 
 

If you are interested in volunteering on a Monday or Wednesday morning in the Food 

Pantry, please contact our director, Lorraine Houk, at lorraineh@focuschurches.net.  Our 

Food Pantry is doing Christ’s work. feeding the hungry.  Taking a turn to serve our 

neighbors and being part of the volunteer community will be a gift to you! 
 

SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE – 2019 
 

On August 19th & 20th twenty-one dedicated volunteers unpacked, sorted, set-up, 

repacked and distributed backpacks full of school supplies to 36 children!  Thank-you to 

all of you who helped and donated school supplies!  We couldn't have done it without you!" 
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H O T D O G  H U R R A H ! ! !  

 
On August 29, the second year of Cleeo’s Hotdog 

Thursdays came to a successful conclusion.  From June 13 

through the summer, volunteers and staff from First 

Church showed up faithfully in the park and invited 

people to enjoy a free lunch: hotdogs, water and chips.  We 

averaged over 90 hotdogs a week, including time with 

nearly twice that many hotdogs grilled, placed in a bun 

and given out with a smile.  We welcomed regulars and 

newcomers in with kind words and with music, and on our 

last day shared cookies as well! 

 

Thank you to all our volunteers: Pete and Ruth Pagerey, Deb Anderson, Ross Westhuis, 

Joeanna Brown, Mary Weijola, Gayle Wlodkowski Hitchcock, Jill and Doug Persons, 

Becky Hudak.  Thank you to Sexton Keith Curry, Office Administrator Valerie Williams, 

and Interim Pastor Lynn Carman Bodden for keeping food stocked and logistical details 

working.  Thank you to Ray Van Epps for providing propane, to the Food Pantry for water, 

and to donors Stewart’s Shops, Price Chopper, and Freihofer’s Bakery Outlet.   
 

Thank you to all who donated funds, hotdogs, rolls, chips, water and condiments.  And 

thank you to many guests who made generous contributions to keep this ministry going. 
 

We look forward to next year! 
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MUSIC PROGRAM TASK FORCE  
 

Who:  Mary Bon, staff, Joeanna Brown, Cheryl Gowie, facilitator, Kenny Jackson, Doug 

 Persons, Peter Subers 
 

What:  A small group gathered by Interim Pastor Lynn Carman Bodden, with the 

 knowledge of Consistory, to talk about the present and future of First Church’s 

 music program. 
 

When: Beginning this summer, the group has been meeting every few weeks. 
 

Where: At church and in homes. 
 

Why: Mary Bon is planning to retire in the next year.   

 Our church will be welcoming a new minister.   

 Our choir is aging and has fewer members.   

 We need to plan ahead.   
 

How: This task force has begun to wrestle with possibilities in programming and staffing 

and looks forward to inviting ideas and support from church members of all ages, church 

backgrounds, and musical abilities and partialities this fall.  Watch for an invitation to 

participate in post-worship conversation in October! 
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JOIN THE CHOIR – FIRST REHEARSAL SEPTEMBER 12TH 
  

Our first Choir Rehearsal is Thursday, September 12th at 7:00 pm. Everyone’s welcome. 

You don’t need to read music or have any special talent, just a love of singing.  Come join 

us for fun, food, fellowship and song.   It’s refreshing, uplifting and a great way to worship 

God and deepen your faith.  

 

 

 

 

 

CELEBRATING A DIFFERENT WOMAN COMPOSER EACH MONTH. 
 

September we will celebrate Laura Lea Duckworth 
 

Anthem for September: The Ninety and Nine (the Parable of the Lost Sheep.) 
 

 Ms. Duckworth is a native of the Pacific Northwest  

 Graduated with a B.A. in organ and oboe from University of Oregon.  

 Her first love is singing and music for voices.  

 Founding member of the a cappella group evenSong,  

 Resident of Louisville, KY and soloist with many prominent choirs. 

 Director of Music and Worship at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church. 

Composer, primarily of sacred choral music including Psalms setting, anthems, 

and an entire mass for the New Roman Missal.  
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GREAT COMPOSER ANNIVERSARIES 

September is the 150TH ANNIVERSARY 

Of CLARA SHUMANN’S BIRTH 
Nee  Clara Josephine Wieck; (13 September 1819 – 20 May 1896) 

We’ll use some of her Preludes and Fugues for postludes and preludes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

- One of the most famous Romantic composers and concert pianists.  

- Born to musical family in Liepzig, Germany; taught by her father. 

- First performance at age 8. Began writing music at age 12. 

- Married Robert Schumann, a piano student of her father, against her father’s 

wishes. Had to sue her father to get permission to marry. 

- First to play concerts from memory. 

- Revolutionized the piano concert, showcasing contemporary composers. 

- Suffered great tragedies. Pre-deceased by four of her children.  

- Her husband attempted suicide, after only 14 years of marriage, and was 

committed to a mental institution for the last years of his life. 

- Supported the family and her eight children through teaching and an international 

concert career of 61 years.  

- Composed works for piano, voice, orchestra and string quartet. 
  

In her own words: 
 

 “Why hurry over beautiful things. Why not linger and enjoy them.” 

“There is nothing that surpasses the joy of creation, if only because through it one wins 

hours of self-forgetfulness, when one lives in a world of sound." 
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EACH MONTH WE’RE CELEBRATING 

AN IMPORTANT AFRICAN AMERICAN COMPOSER 

 
Henry Thacker "Harry" Burleigh 

     Born December 2, 1866, Erie, PA died September 12, 1949 New York City  

- born to a musical family where his grandfather, a freed slave taught him spirituals 

and slave songs.  

- Started singing in the choir at St. James Episcopal in Erie as a boy. 

- Composer, arranger, professional singer known for his exquisite voice.  

- Won a scholarship to the National Conservatory in New York City – one of 200 

applicants for four positions. 

- Sang for and influenced Dvorak who used spirituals in his symphonies. 

- First African American soloist at St. George's Episcopal Church, NYC. Hired 

over the objections of many in the congregation, beating out 60 other applicants. 

- Instrumental in developing characteristically American art songs.  

- Popularized spirituals introducing them to mainstream classical artists. 

- Adapted a spiritual for hymn tune, In Christ there is no East or West. 

In his own words: 

“I became convinced that the Spirituals were not meant for the colored people, but for all 

people.” 
 
 

“These melodies are our prized possession. . . In them, we 

have a mine of. . . local wealth that is everlasting. Into their 

making was poured the aspiration of a race in bondage, 

whose religion—intensely felt—was their whole hope and 

comfort, and the only vehicle through which their inner 

spirits soared free.” 



 
 

12 

WEATHERVANES - MISSIONARIES IN HAWAII 
 

Join the Weathervanes on Wednesday, September 18th at 

12:30 p.m. in Zimmerman Hall.  Bring a sandwich.  Dessert 

and beverages will be served.  Tom Allison will tell us about 

the first missionaries in Hawaii. 
 

Please contact Audrey Ming (518-456-5485) to let her 

know you are coming.  
 

MOTHER’S GROUP AT FIRST CHURCH 
 

Please join us as we meet monthly at First Church beginning Sunday Sept 22 at 1pm.  

We come together to offer support around our joys and concerns of parenting and around 

our desire to raise children in our faith, just relaxing and going out to lunch or doing a 

craft.cd. 
 

FIRST CHURCH READERS MEETS SEPTEMBER 29th   
 

 

First Church Readers will meet September 29 after worship to 

discuss Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens. 

 

Like to read? First Church Readers are a group of people 

who love to read. Each month we read a different book and 

get together on a Sunday after worship to discuss that book. 

Come join us. 
 

Books we are considering for future months: 
 

 Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate   

 Into Thin Air by Jon Krakauer 

 Wise Blood by Flannery O’Connor  

 In the Hurricane's Eye: The Genius of George Washington and the Victory at 

Yorktown by Nathaniel Philbrick 

 The Hamilton Affair by Elizabeth Cobbs 

 The Women’s Hour: The Great Fight to Win the Vote by Elaine Weiss 

 Founding Faith: How our Founding Fathers Forger a Radical New Approach to 

Religious Liberty by Steven Waldman 

 The Line becomes a River: Dispatches from the Border Francisco Cantu 

https://www.bookbub.com/books/into-thin-air-by-jon-krakauer
https://www.bookbub.com/authors/jon-krakauer
https://uhls.overdrive.com/uhls-bethlehem/content/media/3802015
https://uhls.overdrive.com/uhls-bethlehem/content/media/3802015
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CHILDREN AND WORSHIP - A JOYFUL WAY TO WORSHIP GOD 
 

 

The Children and Worship Team is looking 

forward to welcoming children ages 4 to 12 

years back to the worship centers for our 

seventh year.  The program year will begin 

with an “Open House” for children and 

parents on September 29, during worship.  

We will then meet each Sunday from 

October 6th through May during the 10:30 

AM worship service.  Two groups are 

planned, one for 4 to 7year-old children and 

another for those 8-12 years. 
 

Children and Worship is a spiritual formation approach that presents a joyful way for 

children to worship God. Children are invited to experience the wonder and mystery of 

God through storytelling embedded in a liturgy of song, scripture, prayer and artistic 

expression.  We hope that families will give prayerful consideration to their child ’s 

participation in this worship experience. 
 

As a team we have become concerned about the program for 8-12-year old children.  Last 

year, on numerous Sundays, worship leaders prepared stories and activities and one or no 

children attended.  Worshiping alone is not a gratifying experience for children. Older 

children might be better served by the fellowship of regular worship rather than 

worshipping alone.  We plan to offer Children and Worship for the older children on a 

trial basis through October and November to assess whether we should continue. 
 

We invite your prayerful support for the Children and Worship program as we plan for the 

year ahead. 
 

Sara Bonam Welge 

 
 

Co-leader of the C&W Team 
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T H A N K - Y O U  C O R N E R  
 

FROM OUR INTERIM PASTOR 
 

Dear Members and Friends of First Church, 
 

As I prepare to leave this experience of interim ministry, I am grateful for the ways my 

leadership among you has been accepted.  For your attendance in worship, your willingness 

to participate in self-study, your enthusiasm in supporting new and on-going programming, 

your devotion to the city, your history and one another, thank you.  For the times you’ve 

being willing to probe some challenging questions, thank you.  For your generosity of spirit 

and substance with one another, with me and with the rest of the staff, thank you.  For 

dinners, cards, gifts and kind words, I offer heartfelt thanks. 
 

Your work as people of God on this corner in Albany is not done!  As you move forward 

with new pastoral leadership, I will watch with interest.  Honoring ministerial ethics, after 

August 31 I will no longer be available for pastoral duties or personal relationships for at 

least a year so that your new pastor can get established, and afterward only with her 

knowledge and blessing.  This doesn’t mean I don’t care.  Rather it means that I trust God 

to hold you and guide you forward even as God has done for many, many years, and that I 

am invested in the success of, and hopeful for, your relationship with your new pastor. 
 

May God bless you and keep you in the days ahead.  As I walk the Camino de Santiago 

and the paths of faith beyond, you will be in my prayers! 

 

Lynn 
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STAFF FAREWELL LUNCHEON FOR REVEREND LYNN  

 

          Rev. Lynn 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you, Lynn, for your steady leadership and guidance for the past two years. You are 

a gifted pastor, great teacher, and a stellar human. You will be greatly missed. 
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MEMORIALS 

• In memory of Carol Bowers, a gift has been received from Shirley Bone for the 

Clee Park Memorial Fund 

 

                                                                   
 

The deadline for the October issue of FAMILY is the September 15th. 

 

 

                                                                  


