
The First Church 
in Albany (RCA)
Founded in 1642; 

Continuing in Ministry 
Today

In response 
to God’s 

unconditional love 
for all people made 

known to us in 
Jesus Christ, we 
are called to be a 
welcoming and 

affirming 
community. The 
First Church in 

Albany includes 
young and old, 

families, couples 
and singles, rich 

and poor, persons 
of various races, 

ethnicities, 
backgrounds, 

sexual orientation 
and gender 

identities, differing 
physical and 

mental abilities, 
believers and 
seekers. We 

welcome into the 
full life of the 

church all those 
whom God sends 
us. Centered in 

Christ, we commit 
ourselves to 

breaking down 
dividing walls and 

building a 
community where 

we are loved.
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We gather today in the James ChapelWe gather today in the James Chapel
Dedication of Chapel Cross and Iteke Prins’ Home Organ, Dedication of Chapel Cross and Iteke Prins’ Home Organ, 

gifted by her family to First Church.gifted by her family to First Church.

Prelude Prelude Adoration (From Paschal Sonata)Adoration (From Paschal Sonata)
                                       Jacques-Nicolas Lemmens (1823-1881)                                       Jacques-Nicolas Lemmens (1823-1881)

   Prelude and Fugue in A Minor    Prelude and Fugue in A Minor 
                                            Attributed to Johann Sebastian Bach                                            Attributed to Johann Sebastian Bach

Tolling of Bell Tolling of Bell 

Welcome and AnnouncementWelcome and Announcement

Opening BlessingOpening Blessing
 Call to Worship Call to Worship  (inspired by Acts 1:9-11)  (inspired by Acts 1:9-11)
 Leader: A new day has begun. Leader: A new day has begun.
 People: Hope wins! People: Hope wins!
 Leader: A fresh start is granted. Leader: A fresh start is granted.
 People: Faith wins! People: Faith wins!
 Leader: Today you have the opportunity to do something new. Leader: Today you have the opportunity to do something new.
 People: Hope wins! People: Hope wins!
 Leader: Christ is entering your life in a new way. Leader: Christ is entering your life in a new way.
 People: Faith wins! People: Faith wins!
 Leader: Come, let us worship God, who is inviting us into life in a   Leader: Come, let us worship God, who is inviting us into life in a  
  new way, a way that transcends death, a way of hope and     new way, a way that transcends death, a way of hope and   
  faith.  faith.
 People: Love wins! Let us worship Christ, who overcame    People: Love wins! Let us worship Christ, who overcame   
  death to give us new life!  death to give us new life!

*Opening Hymn*Opening Hymn   “   “Come, Thou Font of Every BlessingCome, Thou Font of Every Blessing” #475                  ” #475                  
    NETTLETON    NETTLETON

See p. See p. 
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Blessing of the Chapel and Cross
 Minister: Dearly Beloved in the Lord, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus  
  Christ  has in grace brought to its consummation our work of preparing a  
  chapel for his  worship and the honor of his name. Within these walls Christ’s  
  Gospel is to be  proclaimed and Sacraments are to be celebrated. We are now  
  gathered in our  Creator’s presence for the purpose of devoting this chapel by  
  a solemn act of  worship to its proper and sacred use and of it to the honor of  
  God’s most holy  name. I ask you now to arise, and before the Lord to unite in  
  this act of dedication.
  Holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, three persons in one God, Father of our  
  Lord Jesus Christ, our Father who art in heaven,
 All: to thee we dedicate this house.
 Minister:  Son of God, the only begotten of the Father, Head of the Body, which is  
  the  Church; Head over all things to the Church; Prophet, Priest, and King of  
  thy people,
  All: to thee we dedicate this house.
 Minister: God the Holy Spirit, proceeding from the Father and the Son; given to  
  be our abiding Teacher, Sanctifier, and Comforter; Lord and Giver of Life, to  
  thee we dedicate this house.
Scripture Liturgy - Philippians 2:6-11
 Leader: Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God did not regard equality  
  with God something to be grasped. 

People: Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in  
  human  likeness; and found human in appearance, he humbled himself,  
  becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross. 
 Leader: Because of this, God greatly exalted him and bestowed on him the name 
  that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend,  
  of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue  
  confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God. 
Prayer
 This space is holy ground not because of where it is, but because it is space for  
 the People of God to give thanks and worship. The Cross is a sign that provokes  
 us to love, to worship, to gratitude, to thanksgiving, to service. But for the   
 mysteries of that Cross our destiny would be too hideous to think about. The   
 Cross is our hope, our joy, our peace and consolation. It is a blessed pledge of a  
 happy future, a happy eternity. We cannot look upon that Cross without knowing  
 that thereupon was paid the price of our soul's salvation. 
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ALL: God the Creator, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, we pray that  
  you would pour your blessings on this Chapel and this Cross, the sign  
  of our salvation and our hope. May all who gaze upon it be provoked to  
  love, worship, gratitude, thanksgiving and service as they worship in  
  this sacred space. May this Chapel and this Cross give glory to you, our  
  Triune God and exalt the name of Jesus forever! This we ask through  
  the power and love of the Trinity, Amen! 

Blessing of the Organ
 Presentation 
 Organ Solo "Remembrance" Iteke Prins (1937-2025) 

 This composition is dedicated to all the Dutch and German children who, like 
Iteke, lived through the horrors of the Second World War. A deeply personal work, 

the piece recalls Iteke’s separation from her family and the hardships she 
endured as a young girl in Nazi-occupied Holland. Several of its musical elements 

are worthy of note. The opening theme is one of Iteke’s original hymn tunes, 
named UTE in memory of a close German friend. Strains of the Dutch national 

anthem (the Wilhelmus) also appear early in the work. As the music grows more 
dissonant, a noisy pedal drone duplicates the sound of approaching bombers. 

This is followed by a somber passage depicting the war’s desolation. But the tide 
of war turns, a traditional song of celebration (Lang Zallen Ze Leven) is heard, 
steeple bells are rung, and the work ends in a triumphant outburst of praise.

Prayer
O Lord, Maker of all things, whose praise is set forth in all thy works, accept, we 
pray thee, the offering of this organ which we thy servants here present to thee, and 
which we devote to thy glory and to the showing forth of thy praise in this house of 
prayer. Grant that when the musician shall play, thy hand may be upon him and 
come on thy people, that at the sound of the organ they may lift up their voices in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs. Inspire them to make melody in their hearts 
to thee and to sing with spirit and with understanding to the end that they may be 
united with those who stand before thy throne saying, “To him who sits upon the 
throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and 
ever;” through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  (RCA Liturgy 1968)

*Passing the Peace (Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!)
 Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
 People: And also with you.
 Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace.
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Children’s Message & Blessing

Prayer for Illumination
Almighty God, grant that the words we hear this day may, through your grace, be 
so grafted within our hearts that they may bring forth in us the fruits of the Spirit, 
to the honor and praise of your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Gospel Reading John 17:1-11
 After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:
 “Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. For  
 you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all   
 those you have given him. Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only  
 true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. I have brought you glory on   
 earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in   
 your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.
 “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were   
 yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. Now they know   
 that everything you have given me comes from you. For I gave them the words  
 you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from 
 you, and they believed that you sent me. I pray for them. I am not praying for the  
 world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. All I have is yours,   
 and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. I will remain  
 in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you.   
 Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so 
 that they may be one as we are one.

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you, O Christ!

Sermon Text 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to 
test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice 
insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and 
shout for joy when his glory is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, 
you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting 
on you. 

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may 
exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for 
you. Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil 
prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, 
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 for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the  
 same kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of  
 all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore,   
 support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the power forever and ever.   
 Amen.
 Leader: The Word of the Lord.
 People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon title  “Straight A’s!”

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word

Confession of Faith - THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father [and the Son], who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Tithes & Offerings
If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of First Church,  please  

 fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and placein the offering  as it goes by.

Offertory “Echo”                Samuel Scheidt (1587-1654)

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal                              
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise God, all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Offertory Prayer
Unifying God of Grace, you have entrusted us with the joy of community and the  

 calling of witness. Let our giving reflect our love, our unity declare your glory, and  
 our generosity embody Christ’s presence among us. Use these offerings to    
 strengthen the church, to bless our neighbors, and to glorify your name. Amen.

Prayers of the People 

 Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Sending Hymn        “In Christ There Is No East or West” #317                      MC KEE
                                                                                                                          See p. 9

*Charge & Blessing

Postlude                              “Lift High the Cross”               
                       Donald Busarow (1934-2011)



77

Note: Join in Zimmerman Hall after worship for our Congregational Meeting and   
 Potluck Luncheon!

Flower Note: Today’s flowers are in celebration of a new baby in the Monthie Family. 
 For Brycen Martin Monthie and parents Amanda & Peter, from grandparents Ned  
 & Kathie Monthie.

Preacher:  Rev. Dr. Mark Mast
Liturgist: Patti Lloyd
Organist:  Alfred Fedak
Worship Techs:  Joshua Bliss and Stephen Reohr
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For Today's Meeting
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The First Church in AlbanyThe First Church in Albany
110 North Pearl St.110 North Pearl St.
Albany NY 12207Albany NY 12207

www.firstchurchinalbany.orgwww.firstchurchinalbany.org


