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May 17, 2026, 10am
Worship in the James Chapel

The First Church
in Albany (RCA)

Founded in 1642;
Continuing in Ministry

We gather today in the James Chapel
Dedication of Chapel Cross and lteke Prins’ Home Organ,
gifted by her family to First Church.

Today

In response
to God'’s
unconditional love
for all people made
known to us in
Jesus Christ, we
are called to be a
welcoming and
affirming
community. The
First Church in
Albany includes
young and old,
families, couples
and singles, rich
and poor, persons
of various races,
ethnicities,
backgrounds,
sexual orientation
and gender
identities, differing
physical and
mental abilities,
believers and
seekers. We
welcome into the
full life of the
church all those
whom God sends
us. Centered in
Christ, we commit
ourselves to
breaking down
dividing walls and
building a
community where

we are loved.

Prelude  Adoration (From Paschal Sonata)
Jacques-Nicolas Lemmens (1823-1881)
Prelude and Fugue in A Minor
Attributed to Johann Sebastian Bach
Tolling of Bell

Welcome and Announcement

Opening Blessing

Call to Worship (inspired by Acts 1:9-11)

Leader: A new day has begun.

People: Hope wins!

Leader: A fresh start is granted.

People: Faith wins!

Leader: Today you have the opportunity to do something new.

People: Hope wins!

Leader: Christ is entering your life in a new way.

People: Faith wins!

Leader: Come, let us worship God, who is inviting us into life in a
new way, a way that transcends death, a way of hope and
faith.

People: Love wins! Let us worship Christ, who overcame
death to give us new life!

*Opening Hymn “Come, Thou Font of Every Blessing” #475
NETTLETON

See p.



Blessing of the Chapel and Cross

Minister: Dearly Beloved in the Lord, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ has in grace brought to its consummation our work of preparing a
chapel for his worship and the honor of his name. Within these walls Christ’s
Gospel is to be proclaimed and Sacraments are to be celebrated. We are now
gathered in our Creator’s presence for the purpose of devoting this chapel by
a solemn act of worship to its proper and sacred use and of it to the honor of
God’s most holy name. | ask you now to arise, and before the Lord to unite in
this act of dedication.

Holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, three persons in one God, Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, our Father who art in heaven,

All: to thee we dedicate this house.

Minister: Son of God, the only begotten of the Father, Head of the Body, which is
the Church; Head over all things to the Church; Prophet, Priest, and King of
thy people,

All: to thee we dedicate this house.

Minister: God the Holy Spirit, proceeding from the Father and the Son; given to
be our abiding Teacher, Sanctifier, and Comforter; Lord and Giver of Life, to
thee we dedicate this house.

Scripture Liturgy - Philippians 2:6-11

Leader: Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God did not regard equality
with God something to be grasped.

People: Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in
human likeness; and found human in appearance, he humbled himself,
becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross.

Leader: Because of this, God greatly exalted him and bestowed on him the name
that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend,
of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God.

Prayer

This space is holy ground not because of where it is, but because it is space for
the People of God to give thanks and worship. The Cross is a sign that provokes
us to love, to worship, to gratitude, to thanksgiving, to service. But for the
mysteries of that Cross our destiny would be too hideous to think about. The
Cross is our hope, our joy, our peace and consolation. It is a blessed pledge of a
happy future, a happy eternity. We cannot look upon that Cross without knowing
that thereupon was paid the price of our soul's salvation.



ALL: God the Creator, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, we pray that
you would pour your blessings on this Chapel and this Cross, the sign
of our salvation and our hope. May all who gaze upon it be provoked to
love, worship, gratitude, thanksgiving and service as they worship in
this sacred space. May this Chapel and this Cross give glory to you, our
Triune God and exalt the name of Jesus forever! This we ask through
the power and love of the Trinity, Amen!

Blessing of the Organ
Presentation
Organ Solo "Remembrance” Iteke Prins (1937-2025)

This composition is dedicated to all the Dutch and German children who, like
Iteke, lived through the horrors of the Second World War. A deeply personal work,
the piece recalls lteke’s separation from her family and the hardships she
endured as a young girl in Nazi-occupied Holland. Several of its musical elements
are worthy of note. The opening theme is one of lteke’s original hymn tunes,
named UTE in memory of a close German friend. Strains of the Dutch national
anthem (the Wilhelmus) also appear early in the work. As the music grows more
dissonant, a noisy pedal drone duplicates the sound of approaching bombers.
This is followed by a somber passage depicting the war's desolation. But the tide
of war tums, a traditional song of celebration (Lang Zallen Ze Leven) is heard,
steeple bells are rung, and the work ends in a triumphant outburst of praise.

Prayer

O Lord, Maker of all things, whose praise is set forth in all thy works, accept, we
pray thee, the offering of this organ which we thy servants here present to thee, and
which we devote to thy glory and to the showing forth of thy praise in this house of
prayer. Grant that when the musician shall play, thy hand may be upon him and
come on thy people, that at the sound of the organ they may lift up their voices in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs. Inspire them to make melody in their hearts
to thee and to sing with spirit and with understanding to the end that they may be
united with those who stand before thy throne saying, “To him who sits upon the
throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and
ever;” through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (RCA Liturgy 1968)

*Passing the Peace (Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!)

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace.
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Children’s Message & Blessing

Prayer for lllumination

Almighty God, grant that the words we hear this day may, through your grace, be
so grafted within our hearts that they may bring forth in us the fruits of the Spirit,
to the honor and praise of your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gospel Reading John 17:1-11
After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. For
you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all
those you have given him. Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. | have brought you glory on
earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in
your presence with the glory | had with you before the world began.

“I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were
yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. Now they know
that everything you have given me comes from you. For | gave them the words
you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that | came from
you, and they believed that you sent me. | pray for them. | am not praying for the
world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. All | have is yours,
and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. | will remain
in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and | am coming to you.
Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so
that they may be one as we are one.

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you, O Christ!

Sermon Text 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to
test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice
insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and
shout for joy when his glory is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ,
you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting
on you.

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may
exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for

you. Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil
prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith,
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for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the
same kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of
all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore,
support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the power forever and ever.
Amen.

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon title “Straight A’s!”
A Prayer of Blessing on the Word

Confession of Faith - THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down
from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father [and the Son], who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Tithes & Offerings

If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of First Church, please
fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and placein the offering as it goes by.

Offertory “Echo” Samuel Scheidt (1587-1654)

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Offertory Prayer

Unifying God of Grace, you have entrusted us with the joy of community and the
calling of witness. Let our giving reflect our love, our unity declare your glory, and
our generosity embody Christ’'s presence among us. Use these offerings to
strengthen the church, to bless our neighbors, and to glorify your name. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Sending Hymn “In Christ There Is No East or West” #317 MC KEE
Seep. 9

*Charge & Blessing

Postlude “Lift High the Cross”
Donald Busarow (1934-2011)



Note: Join in Zimmerman Hall after worship for our Congregational Meeting and
Potluck Luncheon!

Flower Note: Today’s flowers are in celebration of a new baby in the Monthie Family.
For Brycen Martin Monthie and parents Amanda & Peter, from grandparents Ned
& Kathie Monthie.

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mark Mast

Liturgist: Patti Lloyd

Organist: Alfred Fedak

Worship Techs: Joshua Bliss and Stephen Reohr

/’h Indicates a new
j 3 request

Ongoing Needs
. Olivia Gaydushek, granddaughter of

as of 5.5.26

Current Joys & Concerns the Van Epps
. . Mia Westman
& « In celebration of the birth of Brycen Martin
Monthie, to parents Amanda & Peter » For our broken world, may the
Monthie, and grandparents Ned & Kathie example of Jesus Christ lead us all
Monthie. to choose our words and actions
. For Neleta Woods, daughter of Joeanna from hearts of love and justice
Brown having surgery. . For the food insecure wrestling with oY
.« For office manager Colleen, with an loss of benefits, and for pantries and ¢’
(A& upcoming health procedure and follow-up food banks as they try to fill the 7 '
treatment needs Y
- For Deacon Becky Hudak and Steve, as they . For those impacted by the ongoing
manage some health concerns of Steve’s war in Iran and multiple skirmishes g‘,
. For Jim Gallagher, son-in-law of Joyce peace. ’
Recene
. For Jill Busman, continuing medical Give Thanks
treatmeinthand for her husband, Kent, as he . For a successful Crop Walk for both the
SYRRRIS Her FCIA Pantry Pacers and the CACC Crop
Walk team.
Note: Prayer concerns will be kept on the list for 4 Sundays. ’ For_ our coming together in worship, and to
Please let the office or a member of Consistory know if a praise God
concern needs to be kept on after that. (To add an item to the - The Church of yesterday, today, and the
prayer tgha;n contact the minister, the office or a member of Church of the future.
consistory.




BAPTISM

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 475
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev-ery bless-ing; tune my heart to sing thy grace;
2 Here [ raise my Eb-e - ne- zer; hith-er by thy help I'm come;
3 0 to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be!
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streams of mer - cy, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.

and I hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to ar - rive at home.
Let that grace now, like a fet - ter, bind my wan-dering heart to thee.
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Teach me some me -lo-dious son - net, sung by flam-ing tongues a-bove;

Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-dering from the fold of God;
Prone to  wan -der, Lord, I feel it proneto leave the God I love;
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praise the mount! I'm fixed up - on it, mount of God’s un-chang-ing love!

he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in - ter-posed his pre-cious blood.
here’s my heart; O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a-bove.
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Written for Pentecost by a British Baptist pastor, this text is full of biblical terms like “Ebenezer” (1 Samuel
7:12), Hebrew for “a stone of help” set up to give thanks for God’s assistance. The tune name honors hymnal
compiler Asahel Nettleton, who probably did not compose it.

D

TEXT: Robert Robinson, 1758, alt. NETTLETON
MUSIC: Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813 8.7.8.7.D



THE CHURCH

317 In Christ There Is No East or West
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1 In Christ there is no east or west, in him no
2 In Christ shall true hearts ev - ery-where their high com -
3 Join hands, dis - ci - ples of the faith, what-e’er your
4 In Christ now meet both east and west; in him meet
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south or north, but one great fel - low -

mu - nion find; his ser - vice is the
race may be. All chil - dren of the
south  and north. All Christ - ly souls  are
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ship of love  through - out the whole wide  earth.
gold - en cord close - bind - ing hu - man - kind.
liv - ing God  are sure - ly kin to me.
one in him  through - out the whole wide  earth.
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This setting expands and enhances the thematic inclusiveness of an early 20th-century text by adapting the
melody of a traditional spiritual to carry these words. This 1940 pairing marked the first use of African
American musical material in a mainline North American hymnal.

TEXT: John Oxenham, 1908, alt. MC KEE
MUSIC: African American spiritual; Jubilee Songs, 1884; adapt. Harry T. Burleigh, 1940 CM
(alternate tune: ST. PETER, 318)
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For Today's Meeting

SLATE OF OFFICE BEARERS

Elder - Susan Lloyd

Trustee - Erica Bliss, Robert Dorn, Patricia Lloyd,
and Ross Westhuis

We would also like to recognize and thank Elder Kathleen
Brennan-Claydon and Deacon Deb Anderson for their service as
they are both ending their terms.

Hot Dog Wednesdays?

For many years, in the summer, we have been serving a hot dog lunch in Clee Park. We want this
year to follow suit, but we have one obstacle to contend with.
WE NEED A COORDINATOR FOR THIS MINISTRY!

Some people are willing to shop and make sure we have supplies at the ready. There are surely
people who like to serve on Wednesdays. The coordinator’s role is simply to make sure all the
pieces are in place each week.

« Communicate the grocery and supply needs to the shoppers

« Coordinate the team each week, so that the grill is started on time and the tables and tent are
set up

« Make sure there is available help to clean up and break down each week.

. Communicate “advertising” needs with the office for the EBlast and Family publication.

We have a very comprehensive checklist that has been created, so you will not have to reinvent the
wheel. Your involvement on Wednesdays will be up to you. We just need to be sure that all the
bases are covered.

Hot Dogs in the Park is our original Share-With-Our-Neighbors Ministry
that helped birth Soup & Sandwiches in the Park. We meet our unhoused
neighbors, our day-neighbors (those who work downtown), and those who
live in the multiple apartments around the church.

If you are interested in joining the ministry as the coordinator or would like
more information about the role, please reach out to Rev. Mast or the
office.
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CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
THE FIRST CHURCH IN ALBANY

\/

% PANTRY

% CENTERING PRAYER
IN THE POWELL ROOM
AA MEETING IN THE PARLOR

? WEATHERVANES N ZIMMERMAN HALL

% PANTRY
CACC EXPERIENTIAL MTG.

IN THE CHAPEL

@} PEmESCCShor Shib
. IN THE SANCTUARY
COFFEE HOUR  IN ZIMMERMAN HALL

}Sé OFFICE CLOSED

9AM

NOON

NOON
12:30PM

9AM
2PM

10AM
10:45AM

FOR MORE INFO VISIT US AT WWW.FIRSTCHURCHINALBANY.ORG

110 North Pearl St.
Albany NY 12207
www.firstchurchinalbany.org

The First Church in Albany
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