The First Church
in Albany (RCA)

Founded in 1642;

Continuing in Ministry

Today

In response
to God’s
unconditional love
for all people made
known to us in
Jesus Christ, we
are called to be a
welcoming and
affirming
community. The
First Church in
Albany includes
young and old,
families, couples
and singles, rich
and poor, persons
of various races,
ethnicities,
backgrounds,
sexual orientation
and gender
identities, differing
physical and
mental abilities,
believers and
seekers. We
welcome into the
full life of the
church all those
whom God sends
us. Centered in
Christ, we commit
ourselves to
breaking down
dividing walls and
building a
community where

we are loved.

The First Church in Albany
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Prelude Three Pieces for Pentecost
Alfred V. Fedak (b. 1053)
"Tongues of Fire" (Pentecost Dance)
"Come Down, O Love Divine"
"Veni Sancte Spiritus" (Come, Holy Spirit)
Tolling of Bell

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing

Call to Worship
Leader: Coming from different places,
People: we gather as one church, one community of faith.
Leader: Bringing different gifts,
People: we come to offer ourselves as we are.
Leader: Blessed by one Spirit,
People: we bring our unity of gratitude and praise.

*Opening Hymn “Like the Murmur of the Dove's Song” #285
BRIDEGROOM
Seep. 6

Call to Confession

God has promised that everyone
who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.
Therefore, let us call upon the Lord, confessing our sins.

Prayer of Confession (unison)

God of new creation, we confess that we have failed to
trust your bountiful goodness. By the power of the Holy
Spirit you brought forth the earth and its creatures in
abundance. Yet, we hoard earth’s resources and refuse
to share your gifts. We dishonor your generosity by
withholding our charity to those in need. We betray your
kindness by dealing harshly with our enemies. We
d}srer?ard your compassion by severely judging the sins
of others.




By the power of your Spirit renew our hearts and free us from sins that we
may enjoy the fullness of your blessing upon all creation. Amen.

Time of silence and reflection

Assurance of Pardon

All who call upon the name of God are saved.
By calling on God and confessing our sins, the

Holy Spirit re-creates us anew and saves us by
Christ’s grace.

Thanks be to God!
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*Passing the Peace

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace.
(Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!)

Childrens Message & Blessing
Prayer for lllumination
Almighty God, by the power of your Holy Spirit, speak to us in the language of

our hearts, that we may hear your word with understanding and answer your call
with confidence. Amen



Sermon Text Acts 2:1-21

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it
filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire,
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit
gave them ability.

Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in
Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because
each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and
astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And
how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians,
Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and

proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking
about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one
another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled
with new wine.”

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them,
“Fellow Jews and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen
to what | say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine
o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:

‘In the last days it will be, God declares,
that | will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams.
Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days | will pour out my Spirit,
and they shall prophesy.
And | will show portents in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon title “World, Incorporated”

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word












Spirit of the Living God

GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

238
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KOREAN SPANISH
AolAIAl F Y WA A A Santo Espiritu de Dios, ven sobre mi.
dotAA F AE WA LA Santo Espiritu de Dios, ven sobre m.
Hl 0 A 77 _1_ ] —?—:I:/ﬂ Témame, cdmbiame, lléname, tisame.
”0]-7%] F A% YA L2424 Santo Espiritu de Dios, ven sobre mi.

Both the words and the music of this prayer-song were written by a Presbyterian minister from Tarboro,
North Carolina. The words were initially inspired by Jeremiah 18:1-6; a friend helped him set them to music
during an evangelistic meeting in Orlando, Florida, where the song was first sung.

TEXT: Daniel Iverson, 1926; Korean trans. The United Methodist Korean Hymnal Committee; Spanish trans. anon.

MUSIC: Daniel Iverson, 1926
Text and Music © 1935 Birdwing Music (admin. EMICMGPublishing.com)
Korean Trans. © 2001 Birdwing Music (admin. EMICMGPublishing.com)
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CREATION AND PROVIDENCE
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Addressing the first two stanzas to the singers of the hymn and the last three to God, this free paraphrase of
Psalm 104 recasts the psalmist’s imagery with baroque verve. Though it was first published in England, the
tune has been more popular in North America than there.

TEXT: Robert Grant, 1833, alt.
MUSIC: Joseph Martin Kraus, 1784, alt.
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Sheridan Ave. Lot next to FCI
: +
-+
FCIA PRESENTS

SUNDAY WORSHIP
GOES OUTSIDE

SUNDAY, MAY 31
AT 10AM

110 NORTH PEARL ST. ALBANY NY
' 518-463-4449




WE ARE IAGK

STARTING
JUNE 3" @NOON

We love treating our neighbors to Clee Park. 110
lunch every Wednesday. We hope N 3

e - orth Pearl St.
you can join us. It's a hot one, but we Albany
are ready with cold beverages and all right next to FIRST
the hot dog goodness! CHURCH

the prayer shawl ministry

at The First Church in Albany

The Prayer Shawl Ministry traditionally meets once a month in the Powell Room.
The group meets at 11:30am on the first Tuesday of the month.

THE PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY WILL MEET ON JUNE 2"°, AND THEN THEY
WILL TAKE THEIR SUMMER HIATUS. THEY WILL RETURN IN THE FALL,
DATE TBD.

If you know of someone who
would be blessed by a shawl,
please tell Jean Lamere,
Gertrude Dorn, or Kathy Monthie.
You may also touch base with
the office and your request will be
forwarded to the ministry leaders.
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THE FIRST CHURCH IN ALBANY

OFFICE CLOSED
PANTRY 9AM

J23'  CENTERING PRAYER NOON
f IN THE POWELL ROOM

AA MEETING IN THE PARLOR  NOON

@y PANTRY e/ 9AM

. i
DRIVE-IN WORSHIP SEASON BEGINS /A

DRIVE-IN WORSHIP IN THE SHERIDAN LOT 10AM
LEMENARE LULL IN CLEE PARK10:45AM

|

%} HI

ON SUNDAY, 7.5.26, FOCUS SUMMER COMBINED WORSHIP
IS AT THE FIRST CHURCH IN ALBANY

FOR MORE INFO VISIT US AT WWW.FIRSTCHURCHINALBANY.ORG

The First Church in Albany
110 North Pearl St.
Albany NY 12207

www.firstchurchinalbany.org
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