
You may notice Cleeo (our Nipper Dog) in the Lobby 
keeping a watchful eye on a basket of hats and gloves. 
These items, as well as scarves and heavy socks, are 
imperative to have on hand for our neighbors who may 
need this cold-weather gear.  
 
We accept any new, purchased or hand-made items.  
 
We will make these things available to our pantry 
guests, at Soup & Sandwiches on Wednesdays, and to 
anyone we may encounter who could benefit from a new 
hat or pair of gloves. Anyone who wants to participate 
can simply drop these items in the basket throughout 
the season. Can you help us bless our neighbors in 
need? 

A Way to Serve  

All Winter Long! 

 First Church in Albany 
110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207 

518-463-4449    
www.firstchurchinalbany.org 



 

What is ADVENT? 
 

Advent marks the beginning of the liturgical calendar. It 
is the last four Sundays before Christmas. This time is 
dedicated to the anticipation of the arrival of Jesus 
Christ. Words often associated with the season are 
Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy. The first Advent came in the 
humble form of a baby born and placed in a manger. 
Today, we reflect on that birth and look forward to the 
return of our Savior as was promised.  
 
At First Church, we have planned several events and 
activities that help usher us into this blessed season. 
Have your calendar handy as you enjoy this booklet. We 
look forward to celebrating this season with all of you—
our Church Family.  



 

A longtime beloved tradition, join your church family and 
help us dress our church building for Advent & Christmas.  
 
On Sunday, November 24, after worship, we will enjoy a 
potluck lunch in Zimmerman Hall. Please bring a dish to 
share if you are able.  
 
After lunch, we will hang wreaths and greens throughout 
the building, as well as outside the church, marking the 
Advent season.   
 
Everyone is welcome to join us for the Hanging of the 
Greens. This wonderful gathering invites the season in 
officially and bonds us as a community.  
 
Let’s travel Advent together starting with the Hanging of 
the Greens. 

The First Church in Albany 
Invites you to join us for 

Christmas Eve Worship 
 

We also Live Stream on our YouTube Channel 
(The link is on our website) 

 

Tuesday  
December 24 

 

Brass Quartet 6:30pm 
 

 
 

A Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols  7pm 



 



Led by long-term member Audrey Ming, the Weathervanes 
are our group of senior members who meet monthly, with 
the exception of the summer months. They sometimes 
share dessert or occasionally a meal, enjoy a presentation 
or sing-a-long, participate in a craft activity, and reflect on 
the rich history of the church that they love.  
 

On Wednesday, December 4 at 12:30pm, the 
Weathervanes will meet for their annual Christmas 
Luncheon. Catered by Carol’s Place in Troy, the menu was 
chosen at a previous gathering when our friends 
participated in a tasting of various entrees from the 
caterer. In November, the Weathervanes worked on a 
festive Christmas Wreath to take home. Anyone who 
wants to learn more about the Weathervanes is urged to 
contact Audrey. If you email 
office@firstchurchinalbany.org, we will put you in touch 
with her. 

 
Each holiday season, Pantry Director Lynne Furierer and 
her team set up what we call “The Boutique at First.” All 
year long, Lynne collects lovely gift items of every kind. 
Our pantry guests are invited on specific dates to shop the 
Boutique at no cost for Christmas Gifts for their friends & 
family.  
 
The Boutique exemplifies the goal of our pantry ministry to 
treat our guests with dignity and kindness as we help them 
meet their needs. If you are interested in learning more 
about the Boutique, contact Lynne or one of the pantry 
volunteers. They will all happily share about the blessing 
they get to provide. It’s an amazing experience for all 
involved. We give thanks for God’s calling to serve our 
neighbors in our pantry ministry. 
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