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ORDER OF WORSHIP
PRELUDE

I Want Jesus to Walk with Me

CALL TO REPENTANCE
HYMN (insert)

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17

Come Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy

LITANY OF CONFESSION
Sung Response 572

Leader:

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Before you, Jesus Christ,
we admit how and where
we have underestimated our influence,
letting our words or silences hurt,
abusing trust, betraying confidences.

Sung Response
Leader:
We admit how and where
we have made a show of our religion,
attracting more attention to us,
and less to you.
Sung Response
Leader:
We admit to where in our lives
a vague interest
has become a dangerous passion,
and we are not sure what to do
or whether we are still in control.
Sung Response
Leader:
Lord Jesus Christ,
if we have looked or longed for

Spiritual Arr.
Mark Hayes

an easier gospel,
a lighter cross,
a less demanding savior,
then turn our eyes and avert our longing
from what we want to choose
to the one who has chosen us.
Forgive our unfaithfulness,
and, for our better living,
give us not the remedy we desire tomorrow,
but the grace you offer today.
We ask this for your love’s sake.
ALL:

AMEN.

TIME FOR GIVING UP OUR SINS
CHORAL RESPONSE

Lord for Thy Tender Mercies’ Sake

Richard Farrant

[You are invited to write your personal confessions on the slip of paper provided
here, and to bring it forward to be placed in the bowl. The confessions will be
burned, and mixed with palm branch ashes for the imposition of ashes this
evening.]
From the branches of last year’s palms,
from the echoes of last year’s Hosannas,
from the brittleness of last year’s good intentions,
come the ashes of our repentance.
[You are invited to receive a sign of repentance through the imposition of ashes on
your forehead or your hands. When everyone who wants to has received the ashes,
we will continue with the confession.]
All: God of grace and mercy, forgive us for the wrongs we have done to one
another and to you. Help us to mend our ways. Help us to know your pardon

that, strengthened by your steadfast love, we may live as you would have us
live. This we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen
READING FROM SCRIPTURE
Psalm 51:1-17
SUNG RESPONSE (insert) Give Me a Clean Heart
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
From the life-giving waters of creation,
from the birthing waters of our baptism,
from the cleansing waters of God’s forgiveness,
come the waters of our pardon.
[To receive a sign of God’s forgiveness, you are invited to wash away the ashes on
your forehead or hands. If you wish, you might make a sign of the cross with the
water as a reminder of your baptism. When all have received, we will continue.]
HYMN

Heal Me, Hands of Jesus,

SUTTON COMMON

UNISON PRAYER
You have created a clean heart in us, O God, and washed us thoroughly. You
have put a new and right spirit in us.
As we make our Lenten journey, sustain this willing spirit within us. As we
journey from the ashes of repentance to the wonder of resurrection, restore to
us the joy of your salvation. Amen.
CHOOSING A FAST: A LENTEN TREASURE
HYMN

Spirit, Open My Heart

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
WILD MOUNTAIN THYME

[The choir will sing the verses and the congregation will join in the chorus.]
Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living.
As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving.
Spirit, open my heart.
POSTLUDE:

I’ve Got Peace Like a River

Spiritual Arr.
Mark Hayes
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