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                                   JULY & AUGUST 2014 
SUMMER WORSHIP:   

 July 
    6  9:00 AM - Drive-In Worship (Communion) 

10:00 AM - FOCUS Service @ First Church in Albany (Communion) 
     
  13 

 
  9:00 AM - Drive-In Worship 

10:00 AM - Sanctuary Service   
   

 20 
 
  9:00 AM - Drive-In Worship 

10:00 AM - Sanctuary Service   
 

  27 9:00 AM - Drive-In Worship 
10:00 AM - Sanctuary Service   

          August 
 

    3  9:00 AM - Drive-In Worship 
10:00 AM - FOCUS Service @ Delmar Reformed Church (Communion) 

     
 10 

 
  9:00 AM - Drive-In Worship (Communion) 

10:00 AM - Sanctuary Service (Communion) 
   

 17 
 
  9:00 AM - Drive-In Worship 

10:00 AM - Sanctuary Service   
 

  24 9:00 AM - Drive-In Worship 
10:00 AM - Sanctuary Service 
 

 31 9:00 AM - Drive-In Worship 
10:00 AM - FOCUS Service @ Westminster Presbyterian Church (Communion) 

            
 

FAMILY is published eleven times a year by First Church in Albany, 110 North Pearl Street, Albany, NY  12207-2231



FROM THE PASTOR 
Dear Friends, 

 

At the recent meeting of the Reformed Church General Synod, General Secretary  
Tom DeVries pointed to the often cited surveys of millennials—those aged 18-34— that 
show that people in this age group are widely believed to have less faith in God and are 
less active in religion than their parents and grandparents. A study released by the Pew 
Research Center in October 2012 stated that if you are under thirty there is a one-in-
three chance that religion plays little or no role in your life. 

 

Tom then quoted Rachel Held Evans, a popular evangelical author and blogger and a 
millennial: 

 

What millennials really want from the church is not a change in style but a  
change in substance. 

 

We want an end to the culture wars. We want a truce between science and faith.  
 

We want to be known for what we stand for, not what we are against. 
 

We want to ask questions that don’t have predetermined answers. 
 

We want churches that emphasize an allegiance to the kingdom of God over an 
allegiance to a single political party or a single nation... 

 

We want to be challenged to live lives of holiness, not only when it comes to sex, 
but also when it comes to living simply, caring for the poor and oppressed, pursuing 
reconciliation, engaging in creation care and becoming peacemakers. 

 

You can’t hand us a latte and then go about business as usual and expect us to 
stick around. We’re not leaving the church because we don’t find the cool factor 
there; we’re leaving the church because we don’t find Jesus there. Like every 
generation before ours and every generation after, deep down, we long for Jesus. 
 http://religion.blogs.cnn.com/2013/07/27/whymillennialsareleavingthechurch 

 

I am not a millennial and there are few millennials in our congregation, yet when I read 
those words, I think, “Yes—that‘s what I want too; that’s what the people in my 
congregation are looking for also.”  When I look out over the congregation on a Sunday 
morning I see people, whether millennial or octogenarian, who asking good questions, 
seeking substance more than style, who are living lives of holiness by serving neighbors 
in need, reading to students at Arbor Hill School, walking along side those in the latter 
stages of life, teaching children the stories of Jesus, learning how to bridge differences 
and communicate with compassion, and reflecting the love of Christ in countless other 
ways.  First Church may be decidedly lacking in the “cool factor,” but I see many people 
who are looking for—and finding and serving Jesus. 

 
Sincerely, 
John Paarlberg 



          At Home with the WORD 
Now available online at: www.rca.org/athome 
Daily Bible Readings from the Common Lectionary 
July 1

st 
- July 31

st
 

 
1. 1 John 4:1-6 
2. Jeremiah 18:1-11 
3. Romans 7:1-6 
4. Romans 7:7-20 
5. Psalm 145:8-14 
6. Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 SUNDAY 
7. Psalm 131 
8. Romans 3:1-8 
9. John 13:1-17 
10. Romans 2:12-16 
11. Isaiah 48:6-11 
12. Psalm 65 
13. Isaiah 55:10-13 SUNDAY 
14. Leviticus 26:3-20 
15. Deuteronomy 28:1-14 
16. Psalm 92 

17. Psalm 86:11-17 
18. Hebrews 6:13-20 
19. Matthew 7:15-20 
20. Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 SUNDAY 
21. Nahum 1:1-13 
22. Galatians 4:21–5:1 
23. Psalm 75 
24. Psalm 119:129-136 
25. Acts 7:44-53 
26. Matthew 12:38-42 
27. Romans 8:26-39 SUNDAY 
28. James 3:13-18 
29. Ephesians 6:10-18 
30. Proverbs 1:1-7, 20-33 
31. Philippians 4:10-15

 
Daily Bible Readings from the Common Lectionary 

          August 1
st 

- August 31
st

 
 

1. Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 
2. Matthew 7:7-11 
3. Isaiah 55:1-5 SUNDAY 
4. Deuteronomy 8:1-10 
5. Deuteronomy 26:1-15 
6. Exodus 16:2-15, 31-35 
7. 1 Kings 18:1-16 
8. 1 Kings 18:17-19, 30-40 
9. 1 Kings 18:41-46 
10. 1 Kings 19:9-18 SUNDAY 
11. Psalm 18:1-19 
12. Romans 9:14-29 
13. Matthew 8:23-27 
14. Isaiah 45:20-25 
15. Acts 14:19-28 
16. Matthew 14:34-36 

17. Matthew 15:10-28 SUNDAY 
18. Acts 15:1-21 
19. Isaiah 43:1-13 
20. Isaiah 66:18-23 
21. Psalm 138 
22. 2 Corinthians 10:12-18 
23. Matthew 16:5-12 
24. Matthew 16:13-20 SUNDAY 
25. 1 Samuel 1:3-13 
26. Deuteronomy 32:18-20, 28-39 
27. Matthew 26:6-13 
28. Jeremiah 14:13-18 
29. Psalm 26:1-8 
30. Matthew 8:14-17 
31. Matthew 16:21-28 SUNDAY 

 

JOIN US FOR THE URBAN DAY CAMP PICNIC  
Thursday, July 3rd @ 5pm. 
Come meet the children and hear about the fun they have had at Day Camp. 
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FESTIVAL CHOIR FOR JULY FOCUS SERVICE 
The Festival Choir Will Sing for the July 6th Focus Service at First Church  
The Festival Choir is for people who would like to sing occasionally with the choir. There 
are no mid-week rehearsals or long-term commitment and the music is fun. Just come at 

9:30 a.m. on Sunday, July 6th, to rehearse. There will be an optional rehearsal on 
Wednesday, July 2 at 7 pm for those who would feel more comfortable having an 
advance look at the music for Sunday. We will be joined by singers from other FOCUS 

churches to sing together during the worship service. If you plan to join us on July 6th, it 
would be helpful to let us know you’re coming so we can be sure to have enough music. 
Talk to any choir member or contact Mary Bon at maryebon@verizon.net or 463-4449 for 
more information.  

 

Reading to Students at Arbor Hill Elementary School 
Earlier this year we invited the principal of Arbor Hill, Ms. Rosalind Gaines-Harrell,  to 
come visit us here at First Church and to talk with us about how we might as neighbors 
build a closer relationship together.  We asked if there was anything we could do to help 
her, knowing resources can be limited in schools.  She responded quickly and 
enthusiastically with, “Wow, if you could come and read to some of our children, that 
would be great for us all.”   She also said if there was any way we could help her show 
her faculty appreciation this would be a great gift, too.  Through the leadership of Becky 
Hudak several here at FC made a big breakfast on February 26th and brought it over to 
the principal so she could surprise her faculty with a warm meal before one of their 
faculty meetings. Our group also helped shortly after this to provide appreciation to the 
faculty in some other ways. 
 

Then, in early May, Edie and Ian Leet, John Paarlberg, and myself all met with a 
coordinator at the school and found out how we could begin reading to children. We had 
to have background checks and each of us were assigned to a teacher and a classroom.  
Teachers who chose to have reading volunteers were so excited to have our help. I was 
asked to join a teacher and her students in a pre-K classroom.  Each Tuesday I went in 
and read to 5 groups of 2 children each during a 1 ½ hour session. Teachers 
unfortunately have little one- on-one time with the kids and felt younger children ages 4 
and 5 need lots of extra attention. For 6 Tuesday mornings now I have had the joy of 
reading stories to approximately 10 different children per session. The kids and I have 
really enjoyed ourselves and it has been a gift to the teacher, the kids, and me. 
  

School ended the 3
rd

 week of June but this fall we would like again to offer our time to 
read to the children. If you are interested in joining us, which we hope you will be, please 
contact John, Sue, Ian, or Edie and we can help get you connected.  
 
Rev. Susan Vincent Cox 

 
 

mailto:maryebon@verizon.net
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PILGRIM’S WALK  
AT BELTRONE SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER 
In April Rev. Sue Vincent-Cox was invited to go and talk to the residents of Beltrone 
Senior Community Center in Colonie about the Spiritual Pilgrimage in the Third Stage 
of Life.  Approximately 40 residents came to this presentation, one a member of FC who 
lives at Beltrone. There was great discussion amongst those attending about the joys and 
struggles of the later years of life. 
  
In the winter of 2013 we offered this same presentation here at FC to members of the 
Weathervanes. We followed this meeting in the summer with two 7 week small group 
sessions.  Since we found these two gatherings to be quite meaningful at FC Sandy 
Scudder and Rev. Sue Cox talked with the social worker at Beltrone and wondered if 
their community would benefit from such a support group. We were enthusiastically 
invited to come and offer this group. Now in our 5

th
 week, meeting in one of their meeting 

rooms on the first floor of their community center, Sandy Scudder and Rev. Sue meet 
with 12 other members of the community for one hour. 
 
The folks in this group have expressed appreciation that this group provides a place 
where they can talk about the struggle of aging including loss, illness, and isolation.  But 
they also are appreciating that they have a place to explore their spiritual growth and feel 
empowered by doing this with others. Most members, but not all members of this group, 
are Christian and are not attending church at this time. Having a place to gather and pray 
and talk about their faith in God and their walk with Christ has been invaluable. The 
Consortium of Social Workers in the Capital District who provide services to places like 
Beltrone have asked if Rev. Sue Vincent Cox would come sometime soon and talk to 
them about Pilgrim’s Walk. Stephanie Wolos, the social worker at Beltrone, has stated on 
several occasions that she feels this kind of support in small group community, centered 
around our spiritual relationship to God, is very much needed throughout our 
communities. 
 
We are planning to offer Pilgrim’s Walk to other Senior Citizens Residential Communities 
again this fall.  Special thanks to Sandy Scudder for help in facilitating this group. Her 
own experience and her wonderful sense of humor have been wonderful assets to the 
group. 
 
Rev. Susan Vincent Cox 
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CHILDREN AND WORSHIP 
We are happy to celebrate the end of our second year 
of Children and Worship here at First Church.  On 
May 18

th
 we had 7 children attend our last Sunday 

worship before the summer.  Five of these children 
attended regularly this past year and 2 children have 
joined us just recently. 

     
Our team met last evening for one of our 4 worship 
team gatherings this year.  We enjoyed a meal 
together, we caught up with one another, shared our 
joys and concerns for the year, planned for next year, 
and before leaving we shared prayers for one another 
and the ministry.  I would like to speak for First 

Church and thank all those who serve Christ so lovingly in this ministry. Your love and 
care are a wonderful gift to our church, to each member on the team, and most 
importantly to God and the children. 
  
Thank you Deb Anderson, Sara Bonam-Welge, Kim Dunne, Lauren Casullo, Sue Hunter, 
Shirley Joosten, and Marilyn Paarlberg.  And an added thanks to Marilyn for guiding us 
through her past experience in Children and Worship. 
  
Each member’s commitment to meetings, to communicating together, to being “on time”, 
for their willingness to step in immediately when someone can’t make it, all of this is 
highly appreciated. Most of all you all are appreciated for the loving guidance of the 
children in their most precious worship time with God. This is so special and will be for 
the rest of their lives.  Words cannot express enough the wonder and joy of working 
together in this way and the joy we see in the work of the Holy Spirit through each of you. 
 
Here at First Church we pray you will find rest this summer, both in fun, leisure and in 
care and solitude with God. 
 
In Christ’s Peace, 
 
Rev. Susan Vincent Cox 
 
 

CD MINISTRY UPDATE 

During the Summer we will not be recording our worship services or mailing out CDs of 
our services to our home-bound members. Thanks to Dennis Kernahan, we will still mail 
out Sunday Worship Bulletin each week.  Mailings of CDs will resume in the fall.  If you 
would like to be on the mailing list to receive bulletins of our Sunday Service contact the 
church office at 463-4449. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD COUNSELING CENTER AT FIRST CHURCH 
Ross Westhuis has volunteered to offer free counseling to adults who live in the Arbor Hill 
area to meet the needs of those who live in the neighborhood. He will be available for 
counseling at the church on Wednesday mornings from 9 to noon, during food pantry 
hours. 

 

THANK YOU CHOIR! 
Following the Festival Choir Sunday on July 6th, our Choir will take a break for the rest of 
the summer. We will resume in September. Much of the choir’s service is hidden. They 
meet Thursday nights and early Sunday morning to rehearse. They bring their hard work, 
musical gifts, dedication and time to this ministry, and reap the rich rewards of fellowship, 
joy of singing, and a deepening relationship with, and service to God.  We all enjoy the 
fruits of their labors each Sunday in the beautiful music which enriches our worship and 
deepens our faith. Thank you, Choir!  We love to welcome new members to the 
choir.  Come join us this fall. 
 

KIBERA MISSION EARLY SUMMER UPDATE  
Kibera Products Sale after July 6th Service 
Kibera Craft Items will be available for purchase on Sunday, July 6th, when the Focus 
churches gather for worship at First Church. Summer is a slow time for Kibera sales, and 
this is an opportunity to make the products available to the wider community. Your 
support in spreading the word and in purchasing Kibera products helps the artisans and 
the Sosep School as they seek to purchase land for a new school, following the closure 
of their original building on squatter land. Thank you for your continued support.   
Steve Andersen, Mary Bon, Becky Hudak, Marilyn Paarlberg, Diane Wuerstlin. 
 

PLANT THANK-YOU! 
Thanks to all who donated or took vegetable and flower plants for their gardens. We were 
able to raise over $110 for the Sosep Nursery School in Kibera, Kenya, Africa.  
Happy Gardening! 
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FIRST CHURCH READERS 

First Church Readers has finished meeting for the season. The First Church Readers are 
a group of First Churchers who like to read. We get together once a month after worship 
to discuss a book we’ve been reading  that month. We will resume meeting again in 
September.  The group is open to everyone. Come join us! 
 

Our books for the fall are: 
September   Grapes of Wrath                         John Steinbeck  
October       The Art of Racing in the Rain             Garth Stein 

            November   Uncle Tom's Cabin           Harriet Beecher Stowe 
 

These books are all available through the Upper Hudson 
Library System in either a hard copy or ebook format. 

 
Future books we are considering are: 

 The Good Earth      Pearl S. Buck 

 I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban    
      By Malala Yousafzai and Christina Lamb 
 
Looking for Summer Reading?  How about: 

 I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou 

 The Book Thief  by Markus Zusak 

 Unbroken Lauren Hillenbrand 

 An Altar in the World: A Geography of Faith   by Barbara Brown Taylor 

 Help, Thanks, Wow  by Anne Lamott 
 
Do you have an idea for a book for the reading group?  
Pass it on to Mary Bon at maryebon@verizon.net or 463-4449. 
 
 
 

YOUTH MISSION TRIP 
Please keep in your prayers the Youth Group: Imani Brewer, Joshua Bliss, Charnelle 
Jones and Janelle Robinson along with their advisors Andy Mondore, Stephen Reohr & 
Monica Marsh as they travel to Scranton, PA, July 27 through August 3, to help with 
home repairs. Our youth will be participating with approximately 400 other youth and 
advisors from many different churches and different denominations across the country. 
The Youth and Advisors love to get mail. So please send your e-mails to 
groupworkcamps.com, click on e-mail a camper. 

 
 
 

mailto:maryebon@verizon.net
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“PLAY ME, I’M YOURS” COMES TO CLEE PARK 

 
 
Have you seen the piano in Clee Park? It is one of the pianos selected to participate in 
the Downtown Albany Business Improvement District’s Sculpture in the Street program, 
“Play Me, I’m Yours”. We are calling it “Park & Play”. The outdoor exhibit and walking tour 
of the thirteen pianos will be running through July 27

th
.  

 
Anyone may participate by playing the piano.  
 
Don’t know what to play? We have a copy of one of our older hymnals available. 
 
This piano is unique in that we are also encouraging the budding artists in our community 
to add their mark with sidewalk chalk (in the piano bench). 
  
This is a great way for First Church to be part of the downtown community. There is a lot 
of local and international publicity with this project. First Church, as one of the highlighted 
locations, has a dedicated web site page: 
http://streetpianos.com/albanyny2014/pianos/first-church/ 
 
We have also set up our own blog about the piano: 
http://firstchurchinalbany.weebly.com/piano-blog 
 
We are anticipating this project will help further the conversation about Drive-In Worship 
as well as be a great activity and resource for the kids during the Urban Day Camp. Stop 
by, play, draw, listen and even upload a photo or video. Contact Jeanne Bianchine by  
e-mail: jeanne.thefirstchurch@gmail.com for further info. 

 

 
 

http://streetpianos.com/albanyny2014/pianos/first-church/
http://firstchurchinalbany.weebly.com/piano-blog
mailto:jeanne.thefirstchurch@gmail.com
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FALL RETREAT AT CAMP FOWLER, SEPTEMBER 19 - 21 
We have reserved the Chi Rho House retreat center at Camp Fowler in Speculator, New 
York, for the weekend of September 19-21. Chi Rho is a wonderful and newly renovated 
facility and September is a lovely time of year in the Adirondacks. The retreat is 
especially geared to families with children but is open to everyone as long as rooms are 
available. The weekend will include some group activities, times to worship together, and 
lots of free time for hiking, canoeing, conversation and relaxation. 
 

We are able to offer this retreat at the reduced cost of $100 per person for the weekend 
(2 nights lodging and 5 meals). Children up to age 5 are free; children ages 6-13 are ½ 
price. The Chi Rho House can accommodate about 30 people. To reserve your place 
please contact the church office to see if space is available and then send a deposit of 
$50 (check made payable to the First Church in Albany) and let us know how many 
people are planning to come.  

 

STATEMENT ON CASINO GAMBLING 
In June, the Capital Area Council of Churches Board of Directors passed a resolution 
stating the following: "It is the considered opinion of the Board of Directors of the Capital 
Area Council of Churches that expansion of casino gambling in the Capital Region is not 
in the best interest of the community."  Citing a statement from the General Board of 
Church and Society of the United Methodist Church, studies about problem gambling, 
and referencing an article in The Evangelist written by retired Bishop Howard Hubbard as 
well as a recent Times Union editorial by Rex Smith, the Board concluded that "the 
presence of casinos benefits those with financial investments in the casinos, but neither 
the community nor the individuals within it experience benefits."  

 
The General Synod of the Reformed Church in America has issued similar statements 
concerning gambling, including encouraging regional synods, classes, and RCA 
congregations to write letters to national, state, and local officials in support of policies 
that restrict gambling and in opposition to the expansion of gambling. 

 
JULYAND AUGUST FOCUS SERVICES 
Worship begins at 10 am 
July 6

th
   First Church in Albany  www.firstchurchinalbany.org 463-4449 

  
August 3

rd  
*Delmar Reformed Church  
376 Delaware Ave.   www.drchurch.org   439-9929 

 
August 31

st
   *Westminster Presbyterian Church 

  85 Chestnut Street    www.wpcalbany.org   436-8544 
 
There will be Drive-In Worship on these Sundays. *No Sanctuary Worship at First Church 

http://www.firstchurchinalbany.org/
http://www.drchurch.org/
http://www.wpcalbany.org/
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FROM RCA MISSIONARIES BRUCE AND LAURIE HAWLEY 
Dear Friends and Supporters, 

 
It is with a heavy heart that I write this letter. 

 
While we were working in Bastrop, Texas this past January, Laurie’s brother, Jesse, was 
diagnosed with a rare form of pancreatic cancer. Jesse is 63 and lost his wife Lynn to 
cancer less than two years ago. Laurie left Texas in early February to care for him. When 
I completed our commitment in Texas in early March, I joined her here at Jesse’s 
Vermont home to help. 

 
Jesse’s health has continued to decline. The cancer grew significantly while he was 
undergoing chemo treatments and he has lost 40 pounds off his slim and athletic 165 
pound frame. We feel called to stay here as long as there is a need, and don’t know how 
long that might be. The blessing is that throughout his decline, his faith has been strong 
and continues to uphold him. He has been surrounded by prayer from family and friends, 
far and wide. He knows he is in God’s hands, and is prepared for whatever comes next. 

 
We contacted Jhonny Alicea-Baez, head of Global Mission and our supervisor, 
requesting a leave of absence for three months. He has approved our request, meaning 
we will not be leading work groups this summer. But we know the need for disaster 
recovery continues, and we know that many of you who have faithfully supported the 
work with your prayers, money and energy will continue to serve while we serve here. 

 
We have so much appreciation for you, our supporters in mission, all who have and will 
continue to serve in areas of need all over the globe. It is a mighty God we serve and in 
giving it is that we receive. 

 
We thank you for your continued prayers as we walk a difficult road with one we love so 
very much. Jesse feels a sense of peace that only comes from the Lord, that peace that 
passes our understanding. We praise Him for that. 

  
Blessings, 

 
Bruce and Laurie 

 
Bruce and Laurie's ministry 
Disaster response agencies, local churches, and other ministries need volunteers to 
repair and rebuild buildings and bring hope to people. Bruce and Laurie Hawley are on-
site facilitators for RCA volunteers at disaster response sites and rebuild/repair projects. 
They work with local partners, often in a cross-cultural setting, to prepare a work site and 
advance the partner's ministry. They also facilitate relationships between members of a 
volunteer group and the local partner "and ultimately between all of us and God," they 
say.  
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The WAY :  
Exploring the Christian Faith 

    All Are Welcome 
Asking questions about God, faith, or the church? Life-
long Christian? Seeking to renew or deepen your faith?  
Every faith journey is unique. The WAY encourages, 
challenges and invites us into a deeper life of faith.  The 
WAY is especially for those who are new to the church 
or who are considering membership in the church or 
who want to explore the Christian faith. 

 
What is The WAY? 
Before the first followers of Jesus were known as Christians, they were called “People of 
The WAY.” Then, and now, The WAY refers to a way of life in which both believing and 
living are centered in Jesus Christ. 
 
At the First Church in Albany, The WAY is an opportunity for your faith to be explored, 
nurtured, and renewed, your commitment to Jesus Christ affirmed, and your walk as a 
disciple of Christ to be established or re-established through the sacrament of baptism or, 
if you have been previously baptized, by profession or reaffirmation of your faith. Meeting 
in small groups we prayerfully read scripture together and listen for the voice of God in 
our own lives. 
 
The first group will be forming this fall. If you are not a member of First Church, a 
commitment to become a member is neither expected nor assumed.  As the journey 
progresses some may choose to make that commitment; others may not.  For now you 
are simply invited to come and join with others in exploring the life of faith.  

 
For more information speak to Pastor John Paarlberg or call the church office at 
463-4449. 
 

 
 

GROWING GREEN 
 How about a nice cold shower on a hot day? Save energy and be cool, too! 

 
 Shop local farmer’s markets and eat local produce. It supports local famers 
and saves energy by lowering shipping costs. 

 
 Eliminate or reduce your lawn by planting low-water ground covers or 

perennials. Go to http://www.yardfairy.com/5-steps-to-a-low-water-yard.html 
               for more information on downsizing your lawn. 

http://www.yardfairy.com/5-steps-to-a-low-water-yard.html
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FROM FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Wayne Sivaslian 
USING BILL PAY FOR CHURCH OFFERING: 
Some members of our congregation have set up their offering on their bank’s billpay 
system. This means that the church receives a check from the member’s bank for their 
offering on whatever schedule they choose. This may be a helpful option for you. Simply 
log on to your banking website and set us up as a “Payee/Vendor” with a schedule 
according to the bank’s website. You may also enter your name and include a note for 
your envelope number if you want, however, the checks I receive now do indicate the 
member’s name and I can look up the envelope number easily. If you have further 
questions, feel free to contact me or call the church office at 463-4449. 

 

 
Thank You Norma 
Did you know that Norma comes in every 
Thursday morning to print and collate the bulletins 
for First Church? Thank you Norma! We are 
grateful for your willing spirit to help our church.  

Thank You Noel and Larry 
Noel and Larry take great care behind the scenes 
so that all the activities of the church can go 
forward. Thank you Larry! Thank you Noel!  
We appreciate all that you do. 
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Flowers 
Sunday Flower Date Available: July 20th is available for the dedication of sanctuary 
flower arrangements. The cost is $45 for two vases. Please call the church office 
(463.4449) if you are interested. 
 
 

Memorials 
In celebration of the life of Edward Mondore gifts have been received from E. Helen 
Gardner, The Rev. John and Phyllis Bowen, Joan M. Brandow, Marilyn Fink, Noelle M. 
Kinsch and Darius Shahinfar for the Capital Campaign Fund. 

 
In Sympathy  

Sympathy is extended to Susan Hunter and family on the death of her mother,  
Marion Schoonbeck on May 29, 2014. 
 
Sympathy is extended to Donna Jones and family on the death of her cousin,  
Marcia Bernard on May 29, 2014. 
 
Sympathy is extended to Steven Hoffman and family on the death of his cousin,  
Anne-Marie Hartman on April 15, 2014. 

 
 

Thank you 
 

My heartfelt thanks for the cards, calls, visits, and prayers during my recent illness.  
Thanks also, to Pastors John and Susan for their visits, concerns, and prayers.  A special 
thank you to Tom Allison for transporting me to and from my treatments anytime I need 
him.  I miss you all and hope to be back with you soon.  Sincerely, Etheleen Williams 

 
 
 

                               
 

The deadline for the September  issue of FAMILY is August 15.  
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Letters to Camp Fowler 
Remember our children and youth attending Camp Fowler this summer: 

 

Terry Gattie, Week # 50, July 20 - 26 
Hannaeh Pagerey, Week # 60, July 27 – August 2 
Kaitlyn Bliss, Week # 80, August 10-16 
Joshua Bliss, Week # 82, August 10-16 

 
Letters and post cards can be sent to: 
Camp Fowler  
Camper Name (Week #) 
P.O. Box 131 
Speculator, NY 12164 

 
 
 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES FOR FOOD PANTRY 
It’s School Supply Season Again! 
 
The First Church Food Pantry will be distributing School Supplies to our families’ children 
on Thursday, August 14

th
. Thanks to some supplies being left over from last year, the 

only items needed this year are listed below. Any donations are greatly appreciated. 
 
In order of need: 

 2 Pocket Folders 
       (solid colors only- red, yellow, blue, green, purple) 
 

 Post-It Notes- 3 inch cubes (4 packs) 
 

 Index Cards- 3”x5” 
 

 Highlighters 
 

 Pencil Boxes 
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FIRST CHURCH IN ALBANY          
110 North Pearl Street 
Albany, NY 12207-2231 
518.463.4449 
www.firstchurchinalbany.org 
email: firstchurch@verizon.net 

 
RETURN SERVICE REQUIRED 

 

 

http://www.firstchurchinalbany.org/
mailto:firstchurch@verizon.net

