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Prelude Reflection A reflection for Reformation Sunday 

 

Every last Sunday of October is Reformation Sunday, 
commemorating when Martin Luther nailed his 95 
Theses, consequently launching the Protestant 
Reformation. Today, through the World Communion 
of Reformed Churches, we join millions of Christians 
around the world to reflect on how this day calls us to 
renew our commitment to the transformative power of 
the Holy Spirit, who is always reforming the Church—
“reformed and always reforming according to the 
Word of God.” 
 

In his book Awaiting the King, contemporary 
Reformed philosopher James K.A. Smith emphasizes 
that our faith is not just a set of beliefs, but it’s a way 
of being in the world, shaped by our worship and 
practices. On this Reformation Sunday, we celebrate 
our calling to live as agents of change, embodying 
the hope of Christ in a world that longs for renewal. 
Join us in worship as we recommit to Christ’s 
mission, nurturing our identity in him, and embracing 
his call to follow him—a call that transforms us and 
our communities through love and service.  

 

Prelude  KINGSFOLD arr. A. Fedak 
    
Tolling of Bell 
 

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing 
  

 “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of 
 God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you 
 all.” Amen. II Corinthians 13:14  
 

 

 

 
The First Church in 

Albany 
(Reformed Church in 

America) 
 

Founded in 1642; 
Continuing in Ministry 

Today. 
 

In response to God’s 
unconditional love for all 

people made known to us 
in Jesus Christ, we are 

called to be a welcoming 
and affirming community. 

The First Church in 
Albany includes young 

and old, families, couples 
and singles, rich and 

poor, persons of various 
races, ethnicities, 

backgrounds, sexual 
orientation and gender 

identities, differing 
physical and mental 

abilities, believers and 
seekers. We welcome 
into the full life of the 

church all those whom 
God sends us. Centered 

in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking 

down dividing walls and 
building a community 
where we are loved. 
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Call to Worship Ecclesia Reformata, Semper Reformanda 

 

Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth. 
 Amen. 
Leader: We gather as a church “reformed and always reforming,” seeking to 
 be transformed by the Word of God. 
People: Today and always, the Spirit of the Living God moves among 
 us, calling us to new life and renewed purpose. 

 Leader: God’s reformation is not just a moment in history—it is a call that 
  echoes through the ages and in our hearts today.   

 People: By God’s grace, we are being reshaped and renewed, led to 
  walk in the ways of the One who is the way, the truth, and the life. 

Leader: Let us worship the Lord, whose Word reforms us and whose Spirit 
 makes us new! 

 

*Opening Hymn  “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God ”    (see p.6) 
  

Call to Confession   
 

Confession is the first step in reclaiming our identity as citizens of the 
Kingdom. Let us come before God, acknowledging the ways we have strayed 
from our true calling, seeking Christ’s grace to restore us to be faithful 
witnesses in our world that belongs to God.  

 

Prayer of Confession  
 

Lord, we confess that our hearts are often drawn to things that do not 
reflect your Kingdom of love that is emerging all around us. There are 
parts of us that like when politicians demean others. We’re drawn to 
believe that our faith is only for our personal, spiritual piety, and we 
excuse policies that do not love our neighbors or our enemies in reality. 
We even conflate our identity as a citizen of your Kingdom with being a 
citizen of worldly governments. Forgive us, and, by the power of your 
Holy Spirit, renew our sense of call—our vocation—to follow you. 
Amen.  

 

 Time of silence 

 
Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law 

 

Beloved, in Christ we find forgiveness and renewal. Let us live out our 
vocation as his followers to challenge injustice and spread his love, 
embodying the transformative message of the Kingdom in every aspect of our 
lives.  
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*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us rise if able and spend a few moments greeting one another.  
 

Children’s Message & Blessing  Marie Dentière  
 

Prayer for Illumination  “Come, Holy Spirit”        (Please Sing, see p.7) 
 

 Come, Holy Spirit come, Holy Spirit; break the chains our fears create; teach 
 us love and stifle hate; help us rest, but not escape. Come, Spirit, come. 
 

Scripture Reading Jeremiah 29:4-7, 11-13 (CEB)   
 

The Lord of heavenly forces, the God of Israel, proclaims to all the exiles I 
have carried off from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and settle down; 
cultivate gardens and eat what they produce. Get married and have children; 
then help your sons find wives and your daughters find husbands in order that 
they too may have children. Increase in number there so that you don’t 
dwindle away. Promote the welfare of the city where I have sent you into 
exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because your future depends on its welfare. 
 

I know the plans I have in mind for you, declares the Lord; they are plans for 
peace, not disaster, to give you a future filled with hope. When you call me 
and come and pray to me, I will listen to you. When you search for me, yes, 
search for me with all your heart, you will find me. 

 
 

Leader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 

 

Sermon Text  Matthew 4:12-23  
 

Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 
He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory 
of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken through the prophet 
Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
 

“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 

    on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles— 

the people who sat in darkness 

    have seen a great light, 

and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 

    light has dawned.” 
 

From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
has come near.”  
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As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is 
called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they 
were fishers. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of 
people.” Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went from 
there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother 
John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called 
them. Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 
 

Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and 
every sickness among the people. 

 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

Sermon  Kingdom Calling: Follow Me  
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

*Hymn of Response “Today We All Are Called To Be Disciples “  (see p.8) 
 

Confession of Faith The Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

      and born of the virgin Mary. 
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried; 

      he descended to hell. 
      The third day he rose again from the dead. 
      He ascended to heaven 

      and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

      From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic* church, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 
      and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Tithes & Offerings If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of 
 First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place  it in 
 the offering as it goes by.  
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Offertory                “Psalm 124 TOULON ”    Worp/Stam
  

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People  (see insert for prayer list) 
 

The Lord’s  Prayer 

*Sending Hymn  “I Have Decided To Follow Jesus ”         (see p.10) 
 

*Charge & Blessing 
 

May the Lord bless you and keep you; 

May the Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you; 

May the Lord smile toward you, and give you peace. 
 

Postlude  “EIN’ FESTE BURG” arr. S. L. Aber 
 
Notes:  
• Join us in Zimmerman Hall for refreshments and fellowship. Afterward, join 

Rev. Trey for part 2 of 2 of a discussion on Christian Nationalism.  

• If you would like particular individuals remembered during our All Saint’s 
Sunday service next week, please contact the office. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

Preacher: Rev. Trey Tirpak 
Organist: Iteke Prins 
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss and Stephen Reohr  

CCLI License #463379; One License  #A-700689 
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Prelude Reflection A reflection for Reformation Sunday 

Every last Sunday of October is Reformation Sunday, 
commemorating when Martin Luther nailed his 95 
Theses, consequently launching the Protestant 
Reformation. Today, through the World Communion 
of Reformed Churches, we join millions of Christians
around the world to reflect on how this day calls us to
renew our commitment to the transformative power of 
the Holy Spirit, who is always reforming the Church—
“reformed and always reforming according to the 
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God sends us. Centered 

in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking

down dividing walls and 
building a community 
where we are loved.


	OOS 10.27.24.pdf
	Binder2.pdf
	OOS 10.27.24.pdf




