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First Church in Albany 
 

110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207 
518-463-4449    
 

www.firstchurchinalbany.org 

 

 

  

 

Prelude Reflection (reformedworship.org) 
 

The purpose of the prelude is to enter into a holy 
space by quieting ourselves and preparing for 
worship. Let us enter into that quiet space together 
now. 
 

God is in God’s Holy Temple. Let all the earth keep 
silent before God. 

 

Prelude  “American Pastorale”  John S. Dixon  
    
Tolling of Bell  
 

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing II Corinthians 
 13:14 

 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of 
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.” Amen.  

 

Call to Worship Psalm 146 
 

Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made 
 heaven and earth. Amen. 
 
People: Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my 
 soul! I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I 
 will sing praises to my God all my life long. 
 
Leader: Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in 
 whom there is no help. When their breath departs, 
 they return to the earth; on that very day their plans 
 perish. 
 

 

 
 

The First Church in 
Albany 

(Reformed Church in 
America) 

 

Founded in 1642; 
Continuing in Ministry 

Today. 
 

In response to God’s 
unconditional love for all 

people made known to us 
in Jesus Christ, we are 

called to be a welcoming 
and affirming community. 

The First Church in 
Albany includes young 

and old, families, couples 
and singles, rich and 

poor, persons of various 
races, ethnicities, 

backgrounds, sexual 
orientation and gender 

identities, differing 
physical and mental 

abilities, believers and 
seekers. We welcome 
into the full life of the 

church all those whom 
God sends us. Centered 

in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking 

down dividing walls and 
building a community 
where we are loved. 
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People: Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is 
 in the LORD their God who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all  that 
 is in them; who keeps faith forever; who executes justice for the 
 oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. The LORD sets the 
 prisoners free! 

 

Leader: The LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LORD lifts up those who 
 are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous. The LORD watches over 
 the strangers; he upholds the orphan and the widow, but the way of the 
 wicked he brings to ruin. 

 

People: The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. 
 Praise the LORD! 

 

*Opening Hymn  “This Is My Song ”     (see p.5) 
  

Prayer of Confession 
 

Living God, before you the generations rise and pass away to whom all 
life is an open book, You search our hearts and we are known.  Please 
forgive us for ignoring the purpose of the church and forgetting that our 
purpose is our business. You told your disciples to become fisher of 
people and we have become builders of buildings. Help us to build 
people with the power of your love and resources that we have because 
of your generosity.  

 

 Time of silence 
 

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law, God speaks to us 
 

For God so loved the world, he gave his only begotten son. Therefore, 
whoever believes shall not perish. So, we proclaim with Christians throughout 
the centuries a portion of the Apostle’s Creed:  
 

I believe in God the Father,  
maker of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, 
was crucified, dead, and was buried.  
He rose on the third day.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Calling hours will be held at Bryce Funeral Home, Inc. at 276 Pawling Ave, Troy, NY on 
Friday, November 15, 2024, from 4-6 pm.   

Celebration of Andy’s life will be held at First Church in Albany on Saturday, 
November 16, 2024, at 11 am 

followed by lunch in the fellowship hall. 
The service will also be live streamed on our YouTube channel.  

The link will be on our website 
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*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us rise if able and spend a few moments greeting one another.  
 

Special Music “His Eye Is on the Sparrow”     Gabriel/DeCesare 
 

Prayer for Illumination Please sing, pg 322 in pew hymnal 
 

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. Spirit of the Living God, fall 
afresh on me. Melt me. Mold me. Fill me. Use me. Spirit of the Living 
God, fall afresh on me! 

 

Scripture Reading  1 Kings 17:8-16, pg 283 in pew bible   
 

Leader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 

 

Sermon Text  Mark 12:38-44, pg 825 in pew bible  
 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

Sermon  When The Church Minds Her Business  
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

*Hymn of Response  “The Church’s One Foundation ”           (see p.6) 
 

Order for the Recognition of Ministries         (see p. 8 & 9)  
 

Tithes & Offerings If you would like to connect more with the life and mission 
 of  First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place 
 it in the offering as it goes by.  
 

Offertory “Bridge Over Troubled Water”       Paul Simon 
 

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn  “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies”   (see p. 7) 
 

*Charge & Blessing 
 

Postlude “Trumpet Grace”    John S. Dixon 
 
Notes: Join us in Zimmerman Hall for refreshments and fellowship after the 
 service.  
 

 



4 

 

 
Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 
Liturgist: Rev. Trey Tirpak 
Organist: Gloria Norton 
Vocalist and/or specialist: Abigail Norton Levering, violin  
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss and Stephen Reohr  

CCLI License #463379; One License  #A-700689 
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First Church Welcomes the Capital Area Council of Churches  

 

Over the last several months we have been undergoing some projects to welcome a new min-
istry to The First Church in Albany campus. This weekend we officially welcome the Capital Ar-
ea Council of Churches (CACC) and the Emergency Homeless Overflow Shelter which needed 
a new home. This is a great opportunity to deepen our partnership with CACC and lean into 
our commitment to serve our neighbors. The CACC offices will be on the 2nd floor and the 
Shelter will be housed on the 3rd floor in the gym and the fireside room. We offer a special 
thanks to all the leadership from First Church and CACC who have made this a reality! Here is 
a note from the Executive Director: 
 

 
 
To our Dear Friends at The First Church in Albany, 
 
First Church has a long history of supporting the Capital Area Council of Churches. In addition 
to contributing to CACC’s Operations and staffing, as well as having parishioners serve on the 
board and on various committees, First Church has:  

• Prepared meals for the Emergency Homeless Overflow Shelter 
• Participated in the Ecumenical Witnesses of Baptism Program 
• Contributed to the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Interfaith Scholarship 
• Participated in the CROP Walk Rally and the John U Miller CROP Walk 

 
You are now opening your doors and welcoming us to our new home. Thank you so much!  
 
We look forward to getting to know you more and invite you to our upcoming events: 

• Ecumenical Witnesses of Baptism Renewal Service - Sunday January 12th, 2 PM, 
St. Matthew’s Roman Catholic Church in Voorheesville 

• Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Interfaith Celebration - Wednesday January 15th, 
Congregation Beth Emeth,  7 pm, 100 Academy Rd, Albany, NY 12208 

• Annual Assembly - Wednesday February 12th, Bethany Reformed Church,  
6 PM Networking, 6:30 PM Annual Report, 7 PM Program 

 
In Fellowship and Gratitude, 
Peter Crasto-Donnelly 
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Order for the Recognition of Ministries: 
 
Beloved in the Lord, 
Christ alone is the source of all Christian ministry, 
 through the ages calling men and women to serve. 
By the Holy Spirit all who believe and are baptized receive a ministry 
 to witness to Jesus as Savior and Lord, and 
 to love and serve those with whom they live and work. 
We are ambassadors for Christ 
 who reconciles and makes whole. 
We are the salt of the earth; 
 we are the light of the world. 
Baptized into Christ, 
 we all are called to offer ourselves in thanksgiving 
 to the Lord of the Church. 
It is our privilege to recognize and support 
 those who are engaged in the work of The Capital Area Council of Churches  
 here at The First Church in Albany. 

 
*Beloved people of God, 
 will you give your prayers, encouragement, and support 
 to the Capital Area Council of Churches 
 that they may serve with joy and not with grief?  
 We will. 

 
. 
Let us pray. 
 

God of grace and glory, 
 whom saints delight to worship in heaven and on earth, 
 bless the ministry of those serving as  
 that we may know the joy of your presence 
 and may worship to the glory of your holy name. 

 
God of love, 
 your Son washed the feet of the disciples, 
 as a sign of servanthood. 
Uphold all who follow this example of humble service; 
 strengthen them in their faith. 
Help us each to do faithful deeds of love and mercy. 
God of compassion, 
 who sent Jesus, the Good Shepherd, 
 give these servants open hearts 
 that they may show your love and care, 
 in faithful ministry with your people. 

 
For all who offer themselves in your name, 
 we give thanks, O God. 
Help them trust 
 your constant care and guidance; 
 give them joy in serving. 
Help us all to be both willing servants and 
 thankful recipients of ministry, 
 that your name may be glorified, 
 your people live in peace, 
 and your will be done, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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