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First Church in Albany 
 

110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207 
518-463-4449    
 

www.firstchurchinalbany.org 

 

 

  

 

Prelude Reflection haiku for today’s worship 
 

In the autumn light, 
we see bounty, love, and care— 

God’s hand in it all. 
 

Prelude  “Trumpet Tune”  M. McCabe  

   Joshua Bliss, Bari-Saxophone  

   “Trumpet Dialogue” A. Fedak  
    
Tolling of Bell  
 

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing II Corinthians 
 13:14 

 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of 
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.” Amen.  

 

Call to Worship Based on Psalm 16 
 

Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made 
 heaven and earth. Amen. 
Leader: Come, let us find refuge in the Lord, for God 
 is our strength and security. 
People: We declare, "You are our Lord; apart from 
 you, we have no good thing." 

Leader: The Lord shows us the path of life and fills us 
 with joy in His presence. 
People: We rejoice, for God is our portion and our 
 inheritance; our future is secure. 
Leader: Together, let us bless the Lord, who counsels 
 us and guides our hearts. 
People: With glad hearts, we worship, for God is 
 our everlasting hope! 

 
 

 
 

The First Church in 
Albany 

(Reformed Church in 
America) 

 

Founded in 1642; 
Continuing in Ministry 

Today. 
 

In response to God’s 
unconditional love for all 

people made known to us 
in Jesus Christ, we are 

called to be a welcoming 
and affirming community. 

The First Church in 
Albany includes young 

and old, families, couples 
and singles, rich and 

poor, persons of various 
races, ethnicities, 

backgrounds, sexual 
orientation and gender 

identities, differing 
physical and mental 

abilities, believers and 
seekers. We welcome 
into the full life of the 

church all those whom 
God sends us. Centered 

in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking 

down dividing walls and 
building a community 
where we are loved. 
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*Opening Hymn  “Here In This Place, Gather Us In “ (see p.4) 
  

Prayer of Confession Based on a prayer from the Rev. Dr. Tom Cheatham,  
 PC(USA) 

 

O God, still creating, we hear your promises of a new day of joy and 
peace, and we are skeptical. We expect things to go from bad to worse. 
The past keeps us guilty; the future makes us afraid; and the present 
burdens us with too little time and too much to do. Forgive us for not 
making room for your faithfulness. Do a new thing in our hearts, and let 
us be glad and rejoice that you are still creating; through Christ we pray. 
Amen. 

 

 Time of silence 
 

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law  
 

The God who still creates and makes all things new speaks peace to our 
hearts: In Christ, we are forgiven, a new creation. By God’s grace, we are 
freed to live anew. So, forgiven and free, let us live differently. Live today with 
a renewed spirit, making space for God's faithfulness to create something 
new and transform our lives and world.  

 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us rise if able and spend a few moments greeting one another 
 with Christ’s peace. 

 

Bio for Rev. Kent Busman: Rev. Kent Busman is more 
commonly known as “Uncle Kent” as he has been the 
Executive Director of Camp Fowler for the last 38 years. 
The camp serves over 600 children each summer with 
1,000s of year round guests and has become a place of 
community, simplicity, and caring for creation. Kent lives 
with his wife, Jill, and dog, Obadiah. When he is not out 
among the trees you may find him woodworking, 
canoeing, basketweaving or storytelling.  

 

Prayer for Illumination Please sing, pg 322 in pew hymnal 
 

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. Spirit of the Living God, fall 
afresh on me. Melt me. Mold me. Fill me. Use me. Spirit of the Living 
God, fall afresh on me! 

 

First Lesson  Isaiah 65:17-25, p. 607 in pew bible 
 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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CCLI License #463379; One License  #A-700689 

 

Second Lesson  Philippians 2:1-11, p. 954 in pew bible  
 

 Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks Be to God 
 

Sermon  "When your reach exceeds your grasp"  
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

*Hymn of Response  “Great Is Thy Faithfulness ”          (see p.5) 
 

Blessing of Thanksgiving Bags        (see p. 8 & 9)  
 

Tithes & Offerings If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of 
 First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it in 
 the offering as it goes by.  
 

Offertory  
 

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God, all creatures here below;  
 Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Sending Hymn  “O For A World ” (see p. 7) 
 

*Charge & Blessing 
 

Postlude “Now Thank We All Our God ” S. Karg-Elert    
 

 
 

Preacher: Rev. Kent Busman 
Liturgists: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 
 and Rev. Trey Tirpak 
Organist: Iteke Prins 
Vocalist and/or specialist: Joshua 
 Bliss, bari-Saxophone  
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss and 
 Stephen Reohr  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

Notes: Please join us in Zimmerman 
 Hall to hear from Rev. Kent 
 Busman, Executive Director of 
 Camp Fowler. After hearing from 
 Kent, we will pack our 
 Thanksgiving Bags for our pantry 
 guests  
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We’re excited to share some important updates about our Food Pantry!  

 

This year, we shifted our hours of operation. We are now open on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 9-11:30 AM. This change allows us to better schedule deliveries 
and ensure our pantry is well-stocked for our guests. 

 

To give you an idea of all that we give, for an average month we usually get over 
12,000 pounds of goods delivered—everything from food goods, fresh produce, 
frozen meats, hygiene products, etc. We not only meet the legal requirements 
for distribution, but we generously exceed them. On average, 36-40 households 
visit the pantry at each opening. Take a look at October’s numbers to get a 
sense of how many people we typically serve: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We’re also proud to announce that we have reached Gold Status, the highest 
quality level for our region! This achievement is a testament to the hard work 
and dedication of our volunteers and staff, especially our Pantry Coordinator, 
Lynne Fuierer. We’ve also been fortunate to receive three different grants, which 
help support and expand our ability to serve our neighbors. Additionally, we are 
now participating in Nourish New York through FOCUS Churches of Albany, 
which provides us with fresh produce from New York farmers.  
 
Looking to the end of our year, we’re again excited to stage our Christmas Bou-
tique, which will give brand-new Christmas presents to pantry guests and their 
families. Thank you for your continued support as we strive to be radically gen-
erous! 

 

P.S. Our Thanksgiving Bags are intentionally filled with special items to make 
the holiday that extra something. Rest assured, those receiving these bags will 
also receive full orders of pantry supplies this month. 

October 2024 

Households: 293 14% increase from 2023 

    Children: 233 14% increase from 2023 

    Adults: 360 10% increase from 2023 

    Seniors: 130 14% increase from 2023 

Total Individuals:             723 
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PRESENTATION 
 
Here at First Church, we believe in radical generosity—that is, extravagantly 
sharing from the abundance God has given us. Through these Thanksgiving 
Bags, we offer not only food but also a gesture of love and care. This offering is 
a way to show that Thanksgiving can be a reminder of God’s generosity and 
care. So, as we bless these bags, we pray that each one brings Christ’s hope, 
warmth, and joy to our pantry guests this holiday. 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR VOLUNTEERS AND STAFF 
 
Our food pantry ministry would not be possible without our wonderful and 
dedicated volunteers and staff. If you are part of our pantry ministry, please rise 
so we can recognize you. 
 
LITANY TO BLESS OUR THANKSGIVING BAGS 

 
Leader: God of abundance, we thank you for the gift of food which 
nourishes our bodies and souls. 
 
People: Bless these bags, that they may be signs of your love and 
provision. 
 
Leader: May each item bring comfort, warmth, and hope to those who 
receive it. 
 
People: Bless our guests with Christ’s peace and fullness this 
season. 
 
Leader: Let these gifts be a reminder of your care through us, your people. 
 
People: And, may your love be known in every home, every meal, 
and every heart. Amen. 

 

Blessing of the Thanksgiving 
Bags given to our pantry 
families  
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Second Lesson  Philippians 2:1-11, p. 954 in pew bible  
 

 Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks Be to God 
 

Sermon  "When your reach exceeds your grasp"  
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

*Hymn of Response  “Great Is Thy Faithfulness ”          (see p.5) 
 

Blessing of Thanksgiving Bags        (see p. 8 & 9)  
 

Tithes & Offerings If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of 
 First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it in 
 the offering as it goes by.  
 

Offertory  
 

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God, all creatures here below;  
 Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Sending Hymn  “O For A World ” (see p. 7) 
 

*Charge & Blessing 
 

Postlude “Now Thank We All Our God ” S. Karg-Elert    
 

 
 

Preacher: Rev. Kent Busman 
Liturgists: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 
 and Rev. Trey Tirpak 
Organist: Iteke Prins 
Vocalist and/or specialist: Joshua 
 Bliss, bari-Saxophone  
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss and 
 Stephen Reohr  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

Notes: Please join us in Zimmerman 
 Hall to hear from Rev. Kent 
 Busman, Executive Director of 
 Camp Fowler. After hearing from 
 Kent, we will pack our 
 Thanksgiving Bags for our pantry 
 guests  
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