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First Church in Albany 

110 North Pearl St. 
Albany NY 12207 
518-463-4449

www.firstchurchinalbany.org

The First Church in Albany 
(Reformed Church in America) 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today. 

Prelude Reflection 

Gratitude's embrace,
Joy overflowing with grace,
Heart's bliss in its place

Prelude “St. George Windsor ”  arr. C. Callahan 

Tolling of Bell: Bell tolled by children of First Church 

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing 2 Corinthians 13:14

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.” Amen.  

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus 
Christ, we are called to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in 
Albany includes young and old, families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons 
of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, 
differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full 
life of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where we are 
loved. 
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Call to Worship Based on a text from that week’s Lectionary, usually the Psalm 
 

Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth. 
 Amen. 
Leader: Let us gather in gratitude and praise! 

 People: God’s love endures throughout all time! 

Leader: From the greatest wonders to the smallest of details, 

People: Give thanks to the Source of All for God’s love is eternal! 

Leader: In creation, deliverance, and provision, 
People: Give thanks to the Holy One who is the creator, redeemer,  and 
sustainer of all life! 

Leader: In our lowest moments and in our greatest victories, 
People: Give thanks to God whose love remains steadfast! 

Leader: O gathered people, let us honor and praise this God of goodness! 
People: With hearts full of gratitude, we worship you, Triune God! 
 “Songs of praise we will ever give to thee!” 

 

*Opening Hymn  “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” (see insert) 
 

Prayer of Confession  
 

In his Church Dogmatics: The Doctrine of Reconciliation, Reformed 
theologian Karl Barth says, “Radically and basically, all sin is simply 
ingratitude,” for gratitude is the only proper response to the God who is the 
“overflowing source of all goodness.” Let us pray: 
 

God of all goodness and grace, we confess our ingratitude. We 
continually fail to realize all your gracious gifts to us. Send your Holy 
Spirit to enable us to exude gratitude in radical ways, understanding 
that true gratitude flows from seriously grasping the grace you have 
shown us in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

 Time of silence 
 

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law   
 

Friends, Karl Barth also says, “Gratitude follows grace like thunder follows 
lightning,” and in our sermon text today, Paul prays for the the Christians of 
Ephesus:  
 

“I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what 
is the breadth and length and height and depth and to know the love of Christ 
that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of 
God.” 

 

May we, too, come to comprehend God’s grace to us in Jesus Christ so we 
might live a thunderously grateful life. 
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There will be no soup  
on Thanksgiving Thursday.  

Our Soup & Sandwich Ministry will return on  
Thursday, November 30. 

 

We would love to share 
your stories of your 
favorite Christmas 
memories at the First 
Church in Albany in our 
upcoming Family 
Newsletter.  

Reminisce with those you have shared the holiday with over the 
years. Introduce our newer attendees to our well-loved 
traditions. And to those new to First Church, we would love to 
know about your traditions as well. Please send your stories to 
office@firstchurchinalbany.org by December 6. 
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*Passing the Peace 
 

 Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Leader: Let us greet one another with a hand-sign of peace. 
 

 Touch your thumb to the tip of your ring finger, and wave to one another. This 
 hand-sign makes Christ’s gesture of blessing in a lot of iconography in the 
 Orthodox Tradition. 
 
Children’s Message & Blessing  
 
Prayer for Illumination  

 

Holy Spirit, come. We pray as Paul does in Ephesians: strengthen our 
inner being, our collective life together, to comprehend “the breadth and 
length and height and depth of the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge,” so that we might live a life overflowing with joy, the most 
blissful form of gratitude. Amen.  

 
Sermon Text Ephesians 3:14-21 

 

Leader: The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Sermon  Can Gratitude Be Radical? 
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 

For this reason I bow my knees before the 
Father, from whom every family in heaven 
and on earth takes its name. I pray that, ac-
cording to the riches of his glory, he may 
grant that you may be strengthened in your 
inner being with power through his Spirit 
and that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith, as you are being rooted and 
grounded in love. I pray that you may have 
the power to comprehend, with all the 
saints, what is the breadth and length and 
height and depth and to know the love of 
Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that 
you may be filled with all the fullness of 
God. 

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish 
abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
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*Hymn of Response  “Now Thank We All Our God”  (see insert) 

 
Profession of Faith Heidelberg Catechism Q&A 86 

 

 Q.  Since we have been delivered from our misery by grace through Christ 
 without any merit of our own, why then should we do good works? 

 

 A.  Because Christ, having redeemed us by his blood, is also restoring 
 us by his Spirit into his image, so that with our whole lives we may 
 show that we are thankful to God for his benefits so that he may be 
 praised through us, so that we may be assured of our faith by its fruits, 
 and so that by our godly living our neighbors may be won over to 
 Christ. 
 
Tithes & Offerings: If you would like to connect more with the life and mission 
 of  First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it 
 in the offering as it goes by. 
 
Offertory  “Nun danket alle Gott ”  Gott G. F. Kaufman  
 
Consecration Sunday Litany 

 

One: In the letter of James, we are reminded that, 
All: “Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, 
coming down from the Father of lights.” 

One: And so today, we remember the generous gifts you have bestowed on us. 

All: We respond to your gracious goodness, O God, with gratitude and 
generosity. 
One: On this Consecration Sunday, we pledge to give back to you some of what 
you have so generously given to us: 
All: Our time, talents, and tithes. 
 

Congregants are invited to walk up and place their pledges on the communion 
table while music is being played. A prayer will then be given over the pledges 
and the next fiscal year. 
 

Consecration Hymn “God, You Are Providing Good Fruit”  (see insert) 

 
*Doxology  #592 in pew hymnal  
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God, all creatures here below;  
 Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever. Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn  “City of God”  (see insert) 
 
*Charge & Blessing 
 
Postlude   “Marche Triomphale”  S. Karg-Elert  
 
 

 
We wish each of you a blessed week, until we meet again. 

 
 

This week’s flowers:  Given by Kim Reohr, in memory of Jay who passed away 
 on November 17, 2022. 
 

Note: Please join us downstairs in Zimmerman Hall for a Consecration Sunday 
 lunch! 

 

Minister: Rev. Trey Tirpak 
Liturgist: Deacon Imani Brewer  
Consistory Chaplain of the Day: TBD 
Hymn leaders: Norma Jean Ballou and Jean Lamere 
Organist: Iteke Prins 
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss, Stephen Reohr 

 
CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689 
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110 North Pearl St.  
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518-463-4449    
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(Reformed Church in America) 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today. 
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Joy overflowing with grace, 
Heart's bliss in its place 

 
Prelude  “St. George Windsor ”  arr. C. Callahan  
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Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing 2 Corinthians 13:14 
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Albany includes young and old, families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons 
of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, 
differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full 
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	OOS 11.19.23 web.pdf
	OOS 11.19.23.pdf
	Binder1.pdf
	OOS 11.19.23


	Binder1.pdf
	music insert 11.19.23


