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First Church in Albany 
 

110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207 

518-463-4449   www.firstchurchinalbany.org 

• Sunday 11.21  10am Sanctuary Worship & Children and 
    Worship 

   11am Advent Candle Set (Parlor) 

• Monday 11.22 9am Food Pantry 

• Tuesday           11.23 12pm Adult Book Study  

• Wednesday 11.24   9am Food Pantry 

   12pm AA Meeting 

   12pm Centering Prayer 
 

 

• Thursday & 11.25  Thanksgiving Day and Day After  

     Friday 11.26  Thanksgiving—Office Closed 

Upcoming Events  

•  

• Tuesday 11.30 5:30pm Meeting of Joint Boards   
    (Zimmerman Hall and on ZOOM) 

• Thursday 12.2 7pm Thursday Worship Service in our 
    Chapel 

This Week at the First Church in Albany  

Information will be available soon about poinsettias for 

Christmas Eve.  

 

Christmas Eve Worship at The First Church in Albany, 

Friday, December 24, at 7pm.  

   

 

Sunday, November 21, 2021, 10am 

The First Church in Albany 
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The First Church in Albany 

(Reformed Church in America) 
 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today 
 

 
In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we 
are called to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes 
young and old, families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons of various races, 
ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, differing physical and 
mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full life of the church all those 
whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking down dividing walls 
and building a community where we are loved. 

 
 

Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
November 21, 2021 

 

We Gather in the Presence of God 
 
Prelude  “Now Thank We All Our God”   G.F. Kaufman

   Iteke Prins, organist 
 
Welcome, Announcements & Blessing  
 
 “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
 the Holy Spirit be with you all.” 2 Corinthians 13:14  
 
Call to Worship Psalm 100 

 
Child 1:    Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. 

Leader: Serve the Lord with gladness; 

         Come before him with joyful songs. 

ALL: Know that the Lord is God. 

 It is he who made us, and we are his; 

 We are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 

Child 2: Enter his gates with thanksgiving 

 And his courts with praise; 

Leader: give thanks to him and praise his name. 

ALL: For the Lord is good 

 and his love endures forever; 

   His faithfulness continues through all generations. (Psalm 100)  

 11 



 10 

 

Prayer Concerns? If you would like your church family to join  you in prayer,  
please share your concerns and joys with us.  

Call the office at 518-463-4449 or email office@firstchurchinalbany.org 

• Jane, sister of Donna Schultz 
• Elaine and Jim Jenks, Rose 

Hunsberger’s parents 
• Linda N. and Robert H., family 

friends of Colleen Lais  
• Charnelle Jones 
• Jeff Curry 
• Barb Andrews 
• Samuel, Barb Andrew’s son 
• Haleigh Bliss 
• Mary Weijola 
• Neil Keen 
• Ian and Edi Leet 
• Fran Carr Morton 

• Harriet Stockhoff 
• Kathy Stallmer (Monthie family) 
• Cheryl Gowie 
• Steve Hoffman 
• Ada Harris 
• Ginger 
• Charles Welge 
• Olivia Gaydushek 
• Staff and Leaders of The First 

Church in Albany 
• The homeless in our community as 

we enter this time of colder weather, 
and for outreach groups who seek to 
help the homeless. 
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*Opening Hymn                
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Prayer of Confession   
 

 Lord, how do we express thanks in a world that tells us we do not have 
 enough and are not enough?  Lord, forgive us for the times when we want 
 to receive more and give less.  Forgive us for the times we want others to 
 listen to us but we will not listen to others.  We confess that as Christians 
 we often seek to consume more than we seek to contribute and live in 
 gratitude.  
 
Assurance of Pardon 
  

Leader: For God so loved the world He gave His only Son so that whosoever 
 believes in Christ will not perish but have eternal life. 

  People: Thanks be to God! 

 
 
*Passing the Peace 
    Leader: The peace of the Christ be with you. 
    People: And also with you. 
    Leader: Let us greet one another with a hand-sign of peace. 

 

  
Children’s Message & Blessing 

 
Prayer of Illumination 
 
 Eternal God, your Spirit inspired those who wrote the Bible and 
 enlightens us to hear your Word fresh each day. Help us to rely always 
 on your promises in Scripture. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  

 

 
 

Touch your thumb to the tip of your ring finger, and wave to one another. This 
hand-sign makes Christ’s gesture of blessing in a lot of iconography in the 
Orthodox Tradition.  
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*Charge & Blessing 17th Century Puritan Sermon 
 
 Please be gentle with yourself and others. We are all children of chance, And 
 none can say why some fields blossom While others lay brown beneath the 
 harvest sun. Take hope that your season will come. Share the joy of those 
 whose season is at hand. Care for those around you. Look past your 
 differences. Their dreams are no less than yours, Their choices in life, no 
 more easily made. And give. Give in any way you can. Give in every way 
 you can. Give whatever you possess. Give from your heart. To give is to 
 love. To withhold is to wither. Care less for the size of your harvest than for 
 how it is shared, And your life will have meaning And your heart will have 
 peace. In Christ, Amen.  
 
Postlude “LANCASHIRE”  Ann Slowins

  Iteke Prins, organist  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Worship Leadership: 
  

 Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 
 Liturgist: Monica Marsh 
 Guest Organist: Iteke Prins 
 Technical Team: Joshua Bliss, and Stephen Reohr 
 

CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689 

 

 

 

 

Today’s beautiful floral arrangements are dedicated to the loving memory of 

Wayne Sivaslian, a beloved member and trustee of the First Church in Albany, by 

his family, wife Monica and daughter Nicole. 



 8 

*Sending Hymn 

 5 

 

Scripture  2 Samuel 23:1-7 
 

1 Now these are the last words of David: 

 

The oracle of David, son of Jesse, 

    the oracle of the man whom God exalted, 

the anointed of the God of Jacob, 

    the favorite of the Strong One of Israel: 
2 The spirit of the Lord speaks through me, 

    his word is upon my tongue. 
3 The God of Israel has spoken, 

    the Rock of Israel has said to me: 

One who rules over people justly, 

    ruling in the fear of God, 
4 is like the light of morning, 

    like the sun rising on a cloudless morning, 

    gleaming from the rain on the grassy land. 

 
5 Is not my house like this with God? 

    For he has made with me an everlasting covenant, 

    ordered in all things and secure. 

Will he not cause to prosper 

    all my help and my desire? 
6 But the godless are all like thorns that are thrown away; 

    for they cannot be picked up with the hand; 
7 to touch them one uses an iron bar 

    or the shaft of a spear. 

    And they are entirely consumed in fire on the spot. 

 
Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon Thankful Living           
    Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 
 
A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
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*Hymn of 
Response  
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Offering & Offertory “Ar Hyd y Nos” Arr. A.V. Fedak 

   Iteke Prins, Organist 
   
*Doxology #592 
 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise God, all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
 Leader: O Lord, 
 People: Hear our prayer. 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. 
 Amen. 
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