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First Church in Albany 
 

110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207 
518-463-4449    
 

www.firstchurchinalbany.org 

 

 

  

 

Prelude Reflection a haiku for Sunday 
 

Kingdoms rise and fall, 
Yet his truth remains steadfast: 
Christ, the one true King. 

 

Prelude  “Trio on ST. PETERSBURG” arr. A. Fedak  
    
Tolling of Bell  
 

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing Revelation 
 1:4b, 5 

 

“Grace to you and peace from the One who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from Jesus Christ, 
the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the 
ruler of the kings of the earth.” Amen.  

 

Call to Worship for Christ the King Sunday 
 

Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made 
 heaven and earth. Amen. 
Leader: Jesus said, “My kingdom is not from this 
 world.” 

People: His reign is truth; his power is love. 
Leader: Let us enter his gates with thanksgiving and 
 his courts with praise. 
People: We come to worship the One who is the 
 Way, the Truth, and the Life. 
Leader: Let every heart proclaim: Christ is King! 
People: Forever and ever, Christ reigns! Amen. 

 

*Opening Hymn “Rejoice the Lord Is King “ (see p.5) 
  

 

 
 

 
 

The First Church in 
Albany 

(Reformed Church in 
America) 

 

Founded in 1642; 
Continuing in Ministry 

Today. 
 

In response to God’s 
unconditional love for all 

people made known to us 
in Jesus Christ, we are 

called to be a welcoming 
and affirming community. 

The First Church in 
Albany includes young 

and old, families, couples 
and singles, rich and 

poor, persons of various 
races, ethnicities, 

backgrounds, sexual 
orientation and gender 

identities, differing 
physical and mental 

abilities, believers and 
seekers. We welcome 
into the full life of the 

church all those whom 
God sends us. Centered 

in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking 

down dividing walls and 
building a community 
where we are loved. 
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Prayer of Confession  
 

Jesus, you once said, “Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 
voice.” We confess to not listening to you. We believe what we want to 
believe, and we order our lives around what we feel the truth is or 
should be. Correct us. Make us people who love the truth, even when it 
challenges us or proves us wrong. Shape us into a community that is 
defined by the truth—a community defined by you, “the way, the truth, 
and the life.” Amen.  

 

 Time of silence 
 

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law  
 

Friends of Jesus, hear the good news for us today: Even when we fail to 
listen, Christ still calls out to us: “Follow me!” We will only come to know the 
freedom and truth of Christ if we follow him. So, follow Jesus—the truth—and 
He will set you free. Amen.  

 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us rise if able and spend a few moments greeting one another 
 with Christ’s peace. 

 

Prayer for Illumination  
 

Come, Holy Spirit; open our hearts to receive a word of truth, then set 
us free to follow in the power of Christ’s love. Amen.  

 

Scripture Reading  Proverbs 8:22-31  
 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon Text  John 18:33-38a 

 

Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked 
him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on 
your own, or did others tell you about me?” Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What 
have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom does not belong to this 
world. If my kingdom belonged to this world, my followers would be fighting to 
keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not 
from here.” Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say 
that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” 
Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” 
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Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 
 

Sermon  “What is truth?”  
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

*Hymn of Response  “The Church’s One Foundation ”          (see p.6) 
 

Stewardship Sunday various music 
 

Stewardship Sunday is a dedicated time to reflect on God’s work at First 
Church and commit to partnering with God in the year ahead. We invite you to 
prayerfully consider your pledge for 2025 and bring it forward to place on the 
communion table as a symbol of your commitment. (You can send in your 
pledge to the office this coming week, too.) 

 

Tithes & Offerings If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of 
 First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it in 
 the offering as it goes by.  
 

Offertory “The Earth Is White with Snow and Ice” Grindal/Husberg
   The First Church Choir 
 

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God, all creatures here below;  
 Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 
 
 

Sending Hymn  “With Grateful Heart My Thanks I Bring” (see p. 7) 
 

*Charge & Blessing 
 

Postlude “Deck the Halls!” Willocks/Rutter 
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CCLI License #463379; One License  #A-700689 

Preacher: Rev. Trey Tirpak 
Liturgist: Norma Jean Ballou  
Organist: Iteke Prins 
Vocalist and/or specialist: Choir 
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss and 
 Stephen Reohr  

Note 1: Please stay to help with the “hanging of the greens.” There is a potluck 
in Zimmerman Hall. 

 

Note 2: Today at noon, join First Church members who are going to 
Westminster Presbyterian Church for FOCUS Churches of Albany’s “Thanks 
and Giving”! First Church will have its own booth. 
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Leader: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ!

Sermon “What is truth?”

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 

*Hymn of Response “The Church’s One Foundation ” (see p.6)

Stewardship Sunday various music

Stewardship Sunday is a dedicated time to reflect on God’s work at First 
Church and commit to partnering with God in the year ahead. We invite you to 
prayerfully consider your pledge for 2025 and bring it forward to place on the
communion table as a symbol of your commitment. (You can send in your 
pledge to the office this coming week, too.)

Tithes & Offerings If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of 
First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it in 
the offering as it goes by. 

Offertory “The Earth Is White with Snow and Ice” Grindal/Husberg
The First Church Choir 

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Sending Hymn “With Grateful Heart My Thanks I Bring” (see p. 7) 

*Charge & Blessing 

Postlude “Deck the Halls!” Willocks/Rutter
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Prayer of Confession  
 

Jesus, you once said, “Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 
voice.” We confess to not listening to you. We believe what we want to 
believe, and we order our lives around what we feel the truth is or 
should be. Correct us. Make us people who love the truth, even when it 
challenges us or proves us wrong. Shape us into a community that is 
defined by the truth—a community defined by you, “the way, the truth, 
and the life.” Amen.  

 

 Time of silence 
 

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law  
 

Friends of Jesus, hear the good news for us today: Even when we fail to 
listen, Christ still calls out to us: “Follow me!” We will only come to know the 
freedom and truth of Christ if we follow him. So, follow Jesus—the truth—and 
He will set you free. Amen.  

 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us rise if able and spend a few moments greeting one another 
 with Christ’s peace. 

 

Prayer for Illumination  
 

Come, Holy Spirit; open our hearts to receive a word of truth, then set 
us free to follow in the power of Christ’s love. Amen.  

 

Scripture Reading  Proverbs 8:22-31  
 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon Text  John 18:33-38a 

 

Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked 
him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on 
your own, or did others tell you about me?” Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What 
have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom does not belong to this 
world. If my kingdom belonged to this world, my followers would be fighting to 
keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not 
from here.” Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say 
that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” 
Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” 
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“Grace to you and peace from the One who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from Jesus Christ, 
the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the 
ruler of the kings of the earth.” Amen.  

 

Call to Worship for Christ the King Sunday 
 

Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made 
 heaven and earth. Amen. 
Leader: Jesus said, “My kingdom is not from this 
 world.” 

People: His reign is truth; his power is love. 
Leader: Let us enter his gates with thanksgiving and 
 his courts with praise. 
People: We come to worship the One who is the 
 Way, the Truth, and the Life. 
Leader: Let every heart proclaim: Christ is King! 
People: Forever and ever, Christ reigns! Amen. 
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