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First Church in Albany 
110 North Pearl St. 
Albany NY 12207 
518-463-4449

www.firstchurchinalbany.org

The First Church in Albany 
(Reformed Church in America) 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today. 

Prelude Reflection 

The LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him.

Prelude  “O Worship the King ”  arr. Robert A. Hobby 

Tolling of Bell: Bell tolled by children of First Church 

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing  

Call to Worship  

Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth. 
Amen 

Psalm 95:1-7a 
O come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 
salvation! 

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus 
Christ, we are called to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in 
Albany includes young and old, families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons 
of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, 
differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full 
life of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where we are 
loved. 
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 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful 
 noise to him with songs of praise! 
 

 For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 
 

 In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are 
 his also. The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land, which his 
 hands have formed. 
 O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the LORD, 
 our Maker! 
 

 For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his 
 hand. 
 

*Opening Hymn  “Give Thanks, O Christian People“ (see insert) 
 

Prayer of Confession  
 

 Dear Lord, we confess that we often fail to give thanks. We often forget 
 the many blessings you have poured out in our lives. You are God. You 
 are the great shepherd. We are your sheep. May we live kindness. May 
 we love our neighbors as ourselves.  

 

 Time of silence 

 

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law   
 

Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 'Come, you that are blessed 
by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and 
you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and 
you visited me.' Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when was it that 
we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to 
drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or 
naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in 
prison and visited you?' And the king will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as 
you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did 
it to me.' 
 

*Passing the Peace 
 

 Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Leader: Let us greet one another with a hand-sign of peace. 
 

 Touch your thumb to the tip of your ring finger, and wave to one another. This 
 hand-sign makes Christ’s gesture of blessing in a lot of iconography in the 
 Orthodox Tradition. 
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We would love to share 
your stories of your 
favorite Christmas 
memories at the First 
Church in Albany in our 
upcoming Family 
Newsletter.  
Reminisce with those you 

have shared the holiday with over the years. Introduce our 
newer attendees to our well-loved traditions. And to those new 
to First Church, we would love to know about your traditions as 
well. Please send your stories to office@firstchurchinalbany.org 
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Children’s Message & Blessing  
 

Prayer for Illumination Please sing 
 

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. Spirit of the Living God, fall 
afresh on me. Melt me. Mold me. Fill me. Use me. Spirit of the Living 
God, fall afresh on me!  

 

Sermon Text Matthew 25:31-46  
 

 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then 
 he will sit on the throne of his glory.  All the nations will be gathered before 
 him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates 
 the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the 
 goats at the left. 
 

 Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 'Come, you that are blessed 
 by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
 world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
 something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and
  you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison 
 and you visited me.'  
 

 Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you 
 hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And 
 when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and 
 gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and 
 visited you?' 
 

 And the king will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the 
 least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.'  
 

 Then he will say to those at his left hand, 'You that are accursed, depart from 
 me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry 
 and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I 
 was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me 
 clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.' 
 

 Then they also will answer, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or 
 thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of 
 you?' 
 

 Then he will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of 
 the least of these, you did not do it to me.' 
  

 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal 
 life." 



4 

 

 
 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

Sermon King of the Least 
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

*Hymn of Response “Come Thou Fount Of Every Blessing”  (see insert) 
 

Profession of Faith Matthew 22:37-40  
 

 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
 and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great 
 commandment. 
 

 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 

 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 
 

Tithes & Offerings: If you would like to connect more with the life and mission 
 of  First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it 
 in the offering as it goes by. 
 

Offertory  “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name ”  arr. Wayne L. Wold  
 

*Doxology  #592 in pew hymnal  
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God, all creatures here below;  
 Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

 Leader: O Lord, 

 People: Hear our prayer. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever. Amen. 
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Announcements  
 

*Sending Hymn  “Rejoice The Lord Is King ”  (see insert) 
 

*Charge & Blessing 
 

Postlude   “Crown Him Lord of All ”  arr. Mary McDonald  
 
 

 
We wish each of you a blessed week, until we meet again. 

 
 

Minister: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 
Liturgist:  
Consistory Chaplain of the Day: TBD 
Organist: Gloria Norton 
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss, Stephen Reohr 

 
CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689 

 

Notes:  
• Join us after worship to begin our Advent decorating. We will gather 

 again on Saturday, December 2 to finish and enjoy a pancake breakfast. 
• There will be a meeting of the Joint Boards on Sunday, December 3, 10 

minutes post-service. 
• Offering envelopes for 2024 will be available in the Lobby of the Sanctuary 

starting on Sunday, December 10. If you do not currently have envelopes, but 
would like them, please email financesec@firstchurchinalbany.org to let 
Joyce, our financial secretary, know. She will contact the office with your 
assigned giving # and we will get them labeled for you to pick up.  
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