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First Church in Albany 
 

110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207 

518-463-4449   www.firstchurchinalbany.org 

• Sunday 11.7    9am Drive-In Worship 

    10am Sanctuary Worship & Children and 

    Worship 

• Monday 11.8 9am Food Pantry 

   11am Prayer Shawl Meeting 

• Tuesday           11.9 12pm Adult Bible Study  

• Wednesday 11.10   9am Food Pantry 

   12pm AA Meeting 

   12pm Centering Prayer 

• Thursday 11.11  Veterans’ Day 

 

Upcoming Events (info to come) 

• Sunday 11.21 11am Advent Candle Set  

• Thursday 12.2 7pm Thursday Worship Service in our 

    Chapel 

This Week at the First Church in Albany   

The tags that Tom speaks of 
are available on the display 

above the stairs to 
Zimmerman Hall, as you 

come in for worship  
in the Sanctuary. 

   

 
Sunday, November 7, 2021, 10am 

The First Church in Albany 

All Saints’ Sunday 
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The First Church in Albany 
(Reformed Church in America) 

 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today 
 

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we 
are called to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes 
young and old, families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons of various races, 
ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, differing physical and 
mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full life of the church all those 
whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking down dividing walls 
and building a community where we are loved. 

 

Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
All Saints Sunday—November 7, 2021 

 
We Gather in the Presence of God 
 

Prelude  “Sine Nomine” V. Williams

   Iteke Prins, organist and Doug Persons, trumpet 
 

Welcome, Announcements & Blessing  

 “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
 also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run 
 with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer 
 and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him 
 endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right 
 hand of the throne of God.” Hebrews 12:1-2  
 
Call to Worship Based on Revelation 7:9-12, where John sees all those who have 
gone before us and will come behind us gathered to worship Jesus Christ the Lamb 
of God. 

 
Leader: I looked up, and there was a great crowd that no one could number. 
People: They were from every nation, tribe, people, and language. 
Leader: They were standing before the throne and before the Lamb. 
People: They were wearing white robes and holding palm branches in 
 their hands. 
Leader: And they cried out with a loud voice: 
People: Victory belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the 
 Lamb! 
Leader: Let us worship this Lamb, Jesus Christ, who has conquered death by 
 his resurrection, and has promised to raise from the dead all those who 
 abide in Love! 
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Prayer Concerns? If you would like your church family to join  
you in prayer, please share your concerns and joys with us.  

Call the office at 518-463-4449 or email office@firstchurchinalbany.org 

• Jane, sister of Donna Schultz 
• Elaine and Jim Jenks, Rose 

Hunsberger’s parents 
• Linda N. and Robert H., family 

friends of Colleen Lais  
• Charlene Jones 
• Jeff Curry 
• Barb Andrews 
• Haleigh Bliss 
• Mary Weijola 
• Neil Keen 
• Ian and Edi Leet 
• Fran Carr Morton 
• Harriet Stockhoff 
• Kathy Stallmer (Monthie family) 
• Cheryl Gowie 
• Steve Hoffman 

• Ada Harris 
• Ginger 
• Charles Welge 
• Olivia Gaydushek 
• Our government officials, first 

responders and health care workers 
as we continue to manage the Covid-
19 pandemic 

• Countries like Haiti, recovering from 
natural disasters, and Afghanistan, 
dealing with political upheaval. For 
these and others, we pray for the 
humanitarian crises that accompany 
uncertainty and strife. 

• Staff and Leaders of The First 
Church in Albany 
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*Charge & Blessing 
 
Postlude “Celebrate Life”  Buryl Red

  
 
 
Worship Leadership: 
  

 Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 
 Liturgist: Rev. Trey Tirpak 
 Guest Organist: Iteke Prins 
 Musician: Doug Persons, trumpet 
 Technical Team: Joshua Bliss, and Stephen Reohr 
 

CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689 

Watch the mail.  
A letter is enroute. 

 
If you do not receive a 
letter, please contact 

the office at  
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*Opening Hymn               (v. 1 & 3) 
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Prayer of Confession (a prayer inspired by Rev. Lucus Keppel)  
 
 God who is known by all the saints who have gone before us, have 
 mercy on us. We do not always love as you would have us to love, nor do 
 we allow ourselves to receive love when we need to receive love. In our 
 anguish and grief, we turn from you when we need to turn towards you. 
 Send your Holy Spirit to embrace us. Comfort us as we mourn the 
 passing of the saints that we know, and help us to know that they are 
 rejoicing in your presence, embraced in your abiding love.  

Assurance of Pardon (Based on John 20) 
  
 Friends of Jesus, the good news is this: When Mary Magdalene, a follower 
 of Jesus, went to the tomb where Jesus was laid to rest, she did not find him 
 there. And so, in her anguish and grief, when she turned around and saw a 
 man standing there, she thought he was the gardener. But, it was Jesus, and 
 recognizing her emotional state he calls her by her name and gives her a hug. 
 That very same Jesus, when you are in a state like Mary’s, calls you by your 
 name, and finds a way to embrace you with his love. Live in that peace.  
 
Prayer of Blessing & Message for the Children 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
 
 God who has spoken to generation after generation, speak to us now. 
 Open our ears so we may hear what you have to say, and empower us to 
 “go and do as you have said.” Amen.  

Scripture  1 Kings 17:8-16 
 

“8Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, 9Go now to Zarephath, 
which belongs to Sidon, and live there; for I have commanded a widow there 
to feed you.” 10So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to the 
gate of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and 
said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that I may drink.” 11As she was 
going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in 
your hand.” 12But she said, “As the Lord your God lives, I have nothing 
baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am now 
gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may go home and prepare it for myself 
and my son, that we may eat it, and die.” 13Elijah said to her, “Do not be 
afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it and 
bring it to me, and afterwards make something for yourself and your son.  
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* Hymn of Remembrance, Communion & Hope (v. 1, 2 & 5) 
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The Lord’s Prayer  
 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  
 Amen. 
  
 

Remembrance of the Saints 
 

*Reading the Names of the Faithful Departed 
 

 We rise together in body or in spirit to present to God and one another all 
 those who have finished their marathon of faith before us, and now being part 
 of the great cloud of witnesses, they cheer us on as we seek to run with  
 perseverance the race that is set before us. 

Anthony Philip Brown 

Ella Campbell 

Shadaya Renee Carr 

Patricia Carroll 

Linda Gowie Delaney (Lin) 

Charles Farrell 

Linda Becker Heim 

Lewis Hill 

Arno Hiris 

Rev. Dr. Allen Janssen 

Dennis Kernahan 

Rev. Dr. Greg Mast 

Joline Mondore 

Adrienne Joy Pagerey 

Janice Schroll 

Eugene Scott 

Wayne F. Sivaslian 

Mary Van Atta Steen 

Gwen Venerable 

Jane Ward 
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14For thus says the Lord the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be 
emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the Lord sends rain 
on the earth.” 15She went and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and 
her household ate for many days. 16The jar of meal was not emptied, neither 
did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by 
Elijah.”  

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
Sermon More Than Enough         Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 
 
A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

 
 
 

Sermon Notes  

 

Trouble in the text: 

 

 

Trouble in our world: 

 

 

God in the text: 

 

 

God in our world: 

 

 

 

Ways that God is moving in me: 
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*Hymn of Response (v. 1 & 4) 
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Offering & Offertory “Choral vor spiel” A. Reinhard 
   
Doxology #592 
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise God, all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 
 

Eucharistic Song  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 
Communion Prayer 

 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts! 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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