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First Church in Albany 
 

110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207 
518-463-4449    
 

www.firstchurchinalbany.org 

 

 

  

 

Prelude Reflection a haiku for today’s worship by 
 Jeannie Prinsen 

 

light the hope candle 

its flame pierces the darkness 

small but persistent 
 

Prelude  “DIVINUM MYSTERIUM ”     Wilbur Held  
    
Tolling of Bell  
 

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing Romans 
 15:13 

 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that you may abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.” Amen.  

 

Advent Anthem “Of The Father’s Love Begotten” v. 1-2  

                                               (see p. 6) 
 

Call to Worship & Lighting of the Advent Candle  
 Call to worship (based on Luke 21:25-28) 

 

Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made 
 heaven and earth. Amen. 
Christ is coming!  
We see the signs!  
Christ is coming!  
We will be ready!  
Christ is coming!  
Raise your heads because your redemption is 
 drawing near!  
Praise be to God!  
We will worship and prepare 

 
 

The First Church in 
Albany 

(Reformed Church in 
America) 

 

Founded in 1642; 
Continuing in Ministry 

Today. 
 

In response to God’s 
unconditional love for all 

people made known to us 
in Jesus Christ, we are 

called to be a welcoming 
and affirming community. 

The First Church in 
Albany includes young 

and old, families, couples 
and singles, rich and 

poor, persons of various 
races, ethnicities, 

backgrounds, sexual 
orientation and gender 

identities, differing 
physical and mental 

abilities, believers and 
seekers. We welcome 
into the full life of the 

church all those whom 
God sends us. Centered 

in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking 

down dividing walls and 
building a community 
where we are loved. 
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*Opening Hymn  “Prepare the Way, O Zion “ (see p.7) 
 

Call to confession  
 

Preparing for Christ’s coming requires honest examination of our lives and 
our hearts. Let us turn to God in prayer to confess our sins. 

 

Prayer of Confession  
 

Holy One in this season of wait we acknowledge how we often do not 
see the value in waiting.  Our society believes in instant beverages, fast 
food, and high-speed communication.  Every year your advent season 
calls us to wait and we struggle because waiting is often uncomfortable 
and inconvenient.  Forgive us for resisting times of stillness and 
waiting.  

 

 Time of silence 
 

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law  
 

Beloved, in the grace of Christ, be assured: They that wait on the Lord shall 
renew their strength.  They shall mount up on wings and eagles.  They walk 
and do not grow weary.  They shall run and not faint.  

 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us rise and greet one another with the peace of Christ.  

 

Prayer for Illumination  “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” (see p. 8) 
 

Old Testament Text  Jeremiah 33:14-16 
 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon Text  Luke 21:25-36  
 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O’ Christ! 
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Sermon  He Will Come 

  Like A Trap to the Unprepared 

 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

*Hymn of Response “On Jordon’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry ”          (see p.9) 
 

Profession of Faith The Apostles’ Creed (traditional version) 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth; 
 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the holy catholic Church*, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Tithes & Offerings If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of 
 First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it in 
 the offering as it goes by.  
 

Offertory “The Earth Is White with Snow and Ice” Grindal/Husberg
   The First Church Choir (see p. 10)
  
 

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 

 

 

 Praise God, from whom all   
  blessings flow;    
 Praise God, all creatures here  
  below;  

 Praise God above, ye heavenly  
  hosts:  
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy  
  Ghost. Amen. 
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The Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
 

Communion Hymn “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” (see p. 11) 
 

Communion Prayer 
 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts! 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Sanctus 
 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might. Heaven and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest! 

 

Mystery of the Faith 
 

Christ has died! 
Christ has risen! 
Christ will come again! 

 

Celebration of Communion  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn  “How Clear Is Our Vocation Lord “ (see p. 12) 
 
*Charge & Blessing 
 

Postlude Intonation on PICARDY  
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Note: After coffee time, please join Rev. Trey in the chapel for a time of 
discussion of our Advent devotional, Advent in Narnia.  
 
Today’s liturgy was based on the theme “He Will Come” from Reformed Worship 
pg 4 - 17. We are grateful to Presbyterian Outlook, Jeanie Prinsen, for the 
Advent haiku and call to worship. 
 
Advent Candles: Hope, Peace, Joy, Love 
 
Hope : We light this candle of hope as a sign of our commitment to pay attention 
and prepare for the days that are surely coming and are already here - the days 
when God’s kingdom of love, justice, and mercy will reign. 
 
Peace: we light this candle of peace as a sign of our commitment to 
passionately pursue the work of making peace in our hearts, our families, our 
communities, and throughout the earth until God’s kin-dom come on earth as it 
is in heaven.  Let there be peace and wholeness on earth and let it begin with 
me. 
 
Joy: We light this candle of joy as a sign of our commitment to be present to 
ourselves, our friends, our families, and our neighbors that in sharing our 
vulnerable lives we might share in the glorious joy of God’s salvation 
together.  The joy of the Lord is my strength.  
 
Love: We light this candle of love as a sign of our commitment to live in the way 
of Christ, letting God’s boundless love shape our hearts, our relationships, and 
our actions. May this love shine through us, transforming the world with the 
promise of Emmanuel, God with us.   

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 
Liturgist: Rev. Trey Tirpak 
Organist: Iteke Prins 
Vocalist and/or specialist: Choir 
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss and  Stephen Reohr  

CCLI License #463379; One License  #A-700689 
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The Earth Is White with Snow and Ice 
        Text-G. Grindal;  Music A. Hus-

berg 
 

 The earth is white with snow and ice,  
 and far away the Baptist cries to all he meets 
 “Prepare the way!” But all we hear is carols play. 
 
 Outside the carols fill the street,  
 the Baptist cries, “Prepare to meet the one who comes,  
 the Christ your Lord, whom in your haste you have ignored 
 
 While we ignore the news he comes,   
 the Baptist cries, “behold the Lamb The Lamb of God!   
 He to reign within your lawless heart’s domain. 
 
 Lord, you have died to make us yours.  
 Come, open up our cluttered hearts, and enter in,   
 yes, enter in and take away our guilt and sin.  
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The Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
 

Communion Hymn “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” (see p. 11) 
 

Communion Prayer 
 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts! 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
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in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest! 
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Christ has died! 
Christ has risen! 
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Celebration of Communion  
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thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
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A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
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