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The First Church in Albany 

(Reformed Church in America) 
 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today. 

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people  

made known to us in Jesus Christ, we are called to be a welcoming and 
affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes young and old, 

families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons of various races, 
ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, differing 

physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full 
life of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where we 

are loved. 
 

firstchurchinalbany.org 
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Blue Christmas 
First Church in Albany 

December 17, 2025 @ 7:00 p.m. 
 

 
Prelude Sarabande and Aria from “Orpheus and Eurydice” 
    Christoph Willibald Gluck 
 

Welcome & Opening Blessing 

 

Call to Worship Based on Psalm 130:1-2, 5-7  
 

One: Out of the depths we cry to you; O Lord, hear our cry! 
All: Let your ears be attentive to our prayers! 

One: We wait for the Lord; our souls wait. 
All: In God’s Word, we hope; our souls wait for the Lord; 

One: More than those who watch for the morning; 
All: More than those who watch for the morning. 
One: O people of God, hope in the Lord! 
All: For with the Lord there is steadfast love and the power to redeem. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 

*Congregational Hymn  
   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” #9  VENI EMMANUEL

   Eugene Sit, keyboard See p. 6 

 
   

Scripture Reading  Psalm 22 

 

Homily  “Can It Get Much Darker?” Dr. Rev. Mark Mast 
 

Scripture Reading   2 Corinthians 1:3,4 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the God of mercies 
and the God of all consolation, who consoles us in all our affliction, so that 
we may be able to console those who are in any affliction with the 
consolation with which we ourselves are consoled by God. 
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A LITURGY OF REMEMBRANCE 
Lighting of the Advent Candles 

 
First Candle 
 One: The first candle we light to remember those persons whom we have  
  loved and lost. We pause to remember their name, their voice,  their face, 
  the memory that binds them to us in this season. We hold them before  
  God, giving thanks for their lives in ours. 
 

  Please take a moment to remember those who have died. I invite you  
  to name them in the silence 
  of your hearts…. 
  

All:  Lord, each of us takes our loved one by the hand and leads them to 
 you, the God of love, Here we present them to you. Accept our love 
 and thanksgiving as we entrust them to your loving care. We want 
 our loved ones to be free at home with you. We ask that you save a 
 place for us beside them. We ask that you fill us with motivation and 
 energy in the days ahead when we feel like giving up; remind us often 
 of our true homeland when we are caught up in the desolation of the 
 journey. Help us to find joy in the people, events and the beauty of 
 nature which surrounds us. 
 

One: Thank you for the gift each of these people has been in our lives. We 
 want to believe that we will celebrate the treasure of love with them again, 
 when we are all in your presence forever. May this truth  sustain us in the 
 days to come. Take our sad and aching hearts and comfort us. Comfort us, 
 for we only feel hollowness and emptiness. God of sorrowing, draw near! 
 

Solo  “Different Kind of Christmas” Mark Schultz 

   Glenn Claydon, guitar 
 

Second Candle 
One: The second candle we light is to redeem the pain of loss; the loss of 
 relationships, the loss of jobs with the security they bring, the loss of health 
 in ourselves or in family members, the loss of joy and peace in our lives 
 from the stresses which surround us, the loss and loneliness we 
 experience. As we gather up the pain of the past we offer it to you, 0 God, 
 asking that into our 
 open hands you will place the gift of peace. Please take a moment to 
 remember the losses. I invite you to name them in the silence of your 
 hearts…. 
  

All: God of mystery, we turn our hearts to you. We come before you in 
 need of peace, grateful for the mystery of life and ever keenly aware 
 of your promises of guidance and protection. We want to place our 
 trust in you, but our hearts grow fearful and anxious. We forget so   
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easily that you will be with us in all that we experience. Teach us to be 
patient with the transformation of our lives and to be open to the 
changes which we are now going through. 

 

Third Candle 
 

One: God of the Exodus, you led Moses and your people through the 
 wilderness to a new land. Hear our prayer. We want so much to have a 
 sense of direction, to know where we are and where we ought to be 
 headed. But the darkness and the questions stay. You ask us to be full of 
 faith, to believe deep within that you are our signpost, that you are our 
 wisdom and our guide, and to trust in your presence. Your words to us are 
 clear: “Do not fear, I go before you.” 
 

All: God of our depths, we cry out to you to be our guide. Help us to 
 have a strong sense of inner direction and grant that we may have 
 the reassurance of knowing that we are on the right path. Take our 
 lives and use them according to your will. Take all that is lost in us 
 and bring it home with you. 
 

Solo  “Peace” Ed Cash 

   Glenn Claydon, guitar 
 

Lighting of Candles 
 

 The Lord’s Prayer 
  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

Words of Hope  John 1:1-5 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come 
into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 

Closing Hymn   “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” #5 PICARDY 
   Eugene Sit, keyboard  See p. 8 
 

 

9 

 



8 

 

5 

 

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mark Mast 
Pianist: Eugene Sit 
Vocalist and guitar: Glenn Claydon 
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss  

CCLI License #463379; One License  #A-700689 

Benediction 
 

Postlude  
   “What Shall I Do Without Eurydice?” from Orpheus and Eurydice 
    Christoph Willibald Gluck  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes: 
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