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First Church in Albany 
110 North Pearl St. 
Albany NY 12207 
518-463-4449

www.firstchurchinalbany.org

The First Church in Albany 
(Reformed Church in America) 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today. 

Prelude Reflection a haiku for today’s worship service.

Glory on the mount,
Jesus transfigures in light,
It’s good to be here.

Prelude  Prelude in Classic Style  Gordon Young

Tolling of Bell Bell tolled by children of First Church

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing Based on 2 John 1:3

Grace, mercy, and peace to you in the name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. Amen!

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus 
Christ, we are called to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in 
Albany includes young and old, families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons 
of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, 
differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full 
life of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where we are 
loved. 

Sunday, February 11, 2024   —  TransfigurationSunday 
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Call to Worship Adapted from the “Worship Sourcebook” of the Christian 
Reformed Church in North America

Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth. 
Amen.
Leader: Jesus, today we celebrate your transfiguration.
People: You remind us that you are powerful and holy.
Leader: We know that we cannot completely understand you,
People: but you do teach us that you are our God and you love us.
Leader: And so, we praise you, holy Lord!
People: We glorify you, almighty Divine One!
Leader: We exalt you as the Son of God!
People: Thank you for showing us who you are.
Leader: Let us worship this One of divine glory whose presence is among us 

as the Spirit!

*Opening Hymn “Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us”  (see insert)

Prayer of Confession

Gracious God, we confess of our struggle to fully grasp the significance 
of your presence. Forgive us of all the times we aren’t paying attention 
and miss you in our midst. Help us appreciate sacred moments, and 
those moments when we need your sacred presence. Help us become 
people who regularly can say with Peter, “It is good for us to be here.” 
Amen.

Time of silence 

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law

Friends of Jesus Christ, hear the good news: We are forgiven for those many 
moments of inattention because we live surrounded by God’s constant 
presence, and God’s presence is freedom. As the Apostle Paul says, “The 
Lord is the Spirit who gives them life, and where he is, there is freedom.” So, 
live a life awakened to the glorious and transforming presence of God, and, in 
so doing, be set free. 

*Passing the Peace

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us spend a few moments greeting one another.
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Children’s Message & Blessing We Change

Prayer for Illumination

Lord, as you revealed your glory on the mount, illuminate our hearts. 
Give us the spiritual wherewithal to know your transforming presence in 
our lives. Amen.

Scripture Reading Daniel 7:13-14

As I watched in the night visions, I saw one like a human being coming with 
the clouds of heaven. And he came to the Ancient One and was presented 
before him. To him was given dominion and glory and kingship, that all 
peoples, nations, and languages should serve him. His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion that shall not pass away, and his kingship is one that 
shall never be destroyed.

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon Text Mark 9:2-9

After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a 
high mountain, where they were all alone. There he was transfigured before 
them. His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world 
could bleach them. And there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who 
were talking with Jesus.

Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three 
shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know 
what to say, they were so frightened.)

Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice came from the cloud: 
“This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!”

Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them 
except Jesus.

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell 
anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ!

Sermon “It is good for us to be here.”

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word
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*Hymn of Response ”Open My Eyes, That I May See”     (see insert)

Profession of Faith First section of Article 10: The Deity of Christ of the Belgic 
Confession

We believe that Jesus Christ, according to his divine nature, is the only 
Son of God—eternally begotten, not made or created, for then he would 
be a creature. He is one in essence with the Father; coeternal; the exact 
image of the person of the Father and the “reflection of God’s glory.”

Tithes & Offerings If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of 
First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it in 
the offering as it goes by.

Offertory “Andante Cantabile” Gordon Young

*Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

*Sending Hymn “In the Midst of New Dimensions”  (see insert)

*Charge & Blessing

Postlude “Carillon” Gordon Young 

Note: Please join Rev. Trey for a Second Hour teaching about the new liturgical 
elements we will be using in worship for the season of Lent.  
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 Preacher: Rev. Trey Tirpak
Liturgist: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston
Organist: Gloria Norton 
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss and Stephen Reohr 

Lent begins this week with 

in the Stephen James Chapel 

Worship Service with the imposition of ashes 
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Children’s Message & Blessing We Change
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