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 Sunday 2.19 10am Indoor Worship at FCIA, also on Zoom 
  AW Apostles Creed Discussion—   
     Zimmerman  
  AW Soup & Sandwich Ministry Meeting— 
     Parlor 
 Monday 2.20 9am PRESIDENT’S DAY  

   Office & Food Pantry  
   Closed for Holiday   

 Tuesday      2.21  Shrove Tuesday/Mardi Gras   
  12pm Adult Scripture Study  

 Wednesday 2.22  ASH WEDNESDAY 
  9am Food Pantry  
  12pm AA Meeting  
  12pm Ash Wednesday Service in Chapel 
  4:30pm Ashes to Go in Church Parking Lot 
 Thursday 2.23 11:30am Soup & Sandwiches in Clee Park 
  12pm Zoom Lecture Slavery and Social Power 
     in Dutch Ref. Church (see p. 13) 

  

AW = After Worship 

Updated Info 
 

 The 9Up ministry is now meeting every Sunday with the exception of 
the first Sunday of the month (Communion Sunday). 

 
*Meeting Schedules are subject to change. Watch your email for updates if you are a      
     part of these gatherings. 

 

First Church in Albany 
 

110 North Pearl St.,  
Albany NY 12207 

518-463-4449    
 

www.firstchurchinalbany.org 

This Week at the First Church  

in Albany 

  

The First Church in Albany 

Transfiguration Sunday 
February 19, 2023,10am Worship Service 
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The First Church in Albany 
(Reformed Church in America) 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today. 
 

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus 
Christ, we are called to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church 
in Albany includes young and old, families, couples and singles, rich and poor, 
persons of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender 
identities, differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We 
welcome into the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in 
Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a 
community where we are loved. 

 

Transfiguration Sunday, February 19, 2023 
 

Prelude Reflection  Paul Laurence Dunbar, poet; Born: June 27, 1872  Died: 
 February 9, 1906 
 

 “I know why the caged bird sings, ah me, When his wing is bruised and his 
 bosom sore,- When he beats his bars and would be free; It is not a carol of  joy 
 or glee, But a prayer that he sends from his heart's deep core, But a plea,  that 
 upward to Heaven he flings- I know why the caged bird sings!” 

  

Prelude  Prelude and Aria”  G. Young

    Iteke Prins, organist 
 

Tolling of Bell: bell tolled by children of First Church  
 

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing 2 Corinthians 13:14 

 

 “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
 the Holy Spirit be with you all.” Amen.  
 

Call to Worship  
  

 Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth.  
  Amen. 

 

Psalm 99 
 

Leader: The LORD is king; let the people tremble! He sits enthroned upon  
 the cherubim; let the earth quake! The LORD is great in Zion; he is 
 exalted over all the peoples. Let them praise your great and awesome 
 name. Holy is he! 
 

People:  Mighty King, lover of justice, you have established equity; you 
 have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob. Extol the LORD our 
 God; worship at his footstool. Holy is he! 

 
 
  

15 
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We need  

your help! 
 

We are collecting Plastic Easter 
Eggs and Candy in preparation 

for this year’s Easter Egg Hunt. 
If you can contribute, please 

bring the items to the Workroom 
and leave them on the table. 
Candy that is individually 

wrapped preferred, but we will 
welcome Jelly Beans as well.  

 
Important: Please, no candy 

with nuts. Thank you! 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QRPUlZNxQwyX4Pxkg3VaWg 
3 

 
Leader:  Moses and Aaron were among his priests, Samuel also was among 
 those who called on his name. They cried to the LORD, and he answered 
 them. 

 

People:  He spoke to them in the pillar of cloud; they kept his decrees, 
 and the statutes that he gave them. O LORD our God, you answered 
 them; you were a forgiving God to them, but an avenger of their 
 wrongdoings. 
 

ALL:  Extol the LORD our God, and worship at his holy mountain; for 
 the LORD our God is holy. 
 

*Opening Hymn  
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Prayer of Confession   

 

We need You Lord.  There is so much going on in our lives, our families, 
our community and our world.  Where do we begin?  It seems that 
before one tragedy is addressed the earth quakes and another disaster 
ensues.  Forgive us for forgetting that You are with us in good times and 
devastation. Help us to not lean on our own understanding.   Every 
problem is not solved by pulling up our bootstraps or pretending we are 
in control.   When our earthquakes happen we need you.  The people of 
Israel cried out and you heard them.  You hear our cries today.  

 

Time of silence 
 
Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law  

 

Leader: They cried to the Lord and he answered them. Holy is He!  

ALL: Praise to You, O Christ! 

 

*Passing the Peace 

 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with a hand-sign of peace. 
 

Touch your thumb to the tip of your ring finger, and wave to one another. 
This hand-sign makes Christ’s gesture of blessing in a lot of iconography 
in the Orthodox Tradition. 

 

Children’s Message & Blessing 
 
Prayer for Illumination Please sing 

 

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me.  
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me.  
Melt me. Mold me. Fill me. Use me.  
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me! 
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*Charge & Blessing 

 

Postlude  “Fuge in G minor”  Jean-Jaques Charpentier 

 

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 

Organist: Iteke Prins 

Vocalists: Becky Hudak & Norma Jean Ballou 
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss and Stephen Reohr 
 

CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689 

Note: You are invited to coffee and refreshments down in Zimmerman Hall. Today 
 will be the last of the Apostle’s Creed series starting at 11:20. “Grab some joe 
 and get in the know!” 

 
 

There will be a brief meeting for those involved or interested in 
our Soup & Sandwich in Clee Park Thursday ministry. Grab 
your coffee after worship and head to the Parlor. There will 
even be a sample of the soup to share. 
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Sermon Text    Isaiah 24: 7-16, 19-20, 23  

 

The wine dries up; the vine languishes; all the merry-hearted sigh. The mirth 
of the timbrels is stilled; the noise of the jubilant has ceased; the mirth of the 
lyre is stilled. No longer do they drink wine with singing; strong drink is 
bitter to those who drink it. The city of chaos is broken down; every house is 
shut up so that no one can enter. There is an outcry in the streets for lack of 
wine; all joy has reached its eventide; the gladness of the earth is banished. 
Desolation is left in the city; the gates are battered into ruins. For thus it shall 
be on the earth and among the nations, as when an olive tree is beaten, as at 
the gleaning when the grape harvest is ended. 

 

They lift up their voices; they sing for joy; they shout from the west over the 
majesty of the Lord. Therefore in the east give glory to the Lord; in the 
coastlands of the sea glorify the name of the Lord, the God of Israel. From 
the ends of the earth we hear songs of praise, of glory to the Righteous One. 

 

But I say, “I pine away; I pine away. Woe is me! For the treacherous deal 
treacherously; the treacherous deal very treacherously.” 

 

The earth is utterly broken; the earth is torn apart; the earth is violently 
shaken. The earth staggers like a drunkard; it sways like a hut; its 
transgression lies heavy upon it, and it falls and will not rise again. 

 

Then the moon will be abashed and the sun ashamed, for the Lord of hosts 
will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and before his elders he will be 
glorified. 

 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon  When the Earth Quakes  

 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
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*Hymn of  Response  

11 
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*Sending Hymn 
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Profession of Faith Apostle’s Creed (translation most recently adopted by the 
RCA) 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church*, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Tithes & Offerings: If you would like to connect more with the life and mission 
 of First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place 
 it in the offering as it goes by.  
 
Special Collection  
 

 Once again, need is upon us. The Global Missions of the RCA is already on 
 the ground helping the victims across the world suffering from earthquakes 
 and aftershocks.  
 

 Please tell your neighbors and friends that FCIA is collecting from this 
 Sunday until Ash Wednesday. Envelopes will be available.  
 

 As our neighbors are living in ashes across the planet may we remember 
 them as we journey towards Ash Wednesday when we remember that from 
 dust we come and to dust we all shall return. 

 
Offertory   “Jesu Meine Freude”  J. S. Bach 
    Iteke Prins, organist 
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*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

Leader: O Lord, 

People: Hear our prayer. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 
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Prayer of Confession   

 

We need You Lord.  There is so much going on in our lives, our families, 
our community and our world.  Where do we begin?  It seems that 
before one tragedy is addressed the earth quakes and another disaster 
ensues.  Forgive us for forgetting that You are with us in good times and 
devastation. Help us to not lean on our own understanding.   Every 
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*Passing the Peace 
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Touch your thumb to the tip of your ring finger, and wave to one another. 
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We need  

your help! 
 

We are collecting Plastic Easter 
Eggs and Candy in preparation 

for this year’s Easter Egg Hunt. 
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bring the items to the Workroom 
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Candy that is individually 
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