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First Church in Albany 
110 North Pearl St. 
Albany NY 12207 
518-463-4449

www.firstchurchinalbany.org

The First Church in Albany 
(Reformed Church in America) 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today. 

Prelude Reflection  A haiku for today’s worship service 

Abraham believed, 
Faith reckoned as righteousness, 
Hope's promise received. 

Prelude “Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God” Carl F. Mueller 

Tolling of Bell Bell tolled by children of First Church

Processional Hymn ”We Are People on a Journey”  (see insert) 

For each Sunday leading up to Palm Sunday during this season of Lent, five 
congregants will process with common Christian symbols of worship, signifying 
our Lenten journey to the cross. These common Christian symbols of worship 
are a cross (or cloth to drape the cross with), a candle lighter, the church’s 
bible, and the sacramental elements of water, wheat, and vines.

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus 
Christ, we are called to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in 
Albany includes young and old, families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons 
of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, 
differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full 
life of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where we are 
loved. 

Sunday, February 25, 2024   —  The Second Sunday of Lent 

MAKE ROOM FOR FAITH 



2 

 
 
Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing Isaiah 40:31 

 

"But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on 
wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be 
faint." 

 

Call to Worship  
 

 Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth. 
 Amen. 
 Leader: Lenten pilgrims, we are invited to journey through this season of  
  Lent, 

People: towards the One who calls us to a life of faith. 
Leader: We walk with the author and finisher of our faith, Jesus, wherever he 
 leads us, 

 People: even though we carry our fears, our doubts, and our longings 
  with us. 

Leader: Like Abraham, we hope against hope and trust in your promises, 

People: even when those promises seem foolish in the moment. 
Leader: For great is your faithfulness, O Lord! You will not forsake us. 

People: You do not change, and your compassion never fails.  
Leader: Let us worship this God who is always faithful! 

 

*Opening Hymn ”Great Is Thy Faithfulness”         (see insert) 
 

Prayer of Confession Based on Romans 4 

 

God who never changes, we confess that we are often fickle people, 
changing our loyalties and affection based on our circumstances and 
self interests. Send your Spirit anew today, so that we might change and 
become faithful like Abraham who “did not weaken in faith, but grew 
strong in his faith and gave you glory, being fully convinced that you 
are able to do what you promise.” Amen. 

 

Time of silence 
 
Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law 

 

Friends of Jesus, the Apostle Paul writes that Abraham “hoping against 
hope” believed, and “therefore, it was reckoned to him as righteousness”— a 
righteousness that blessed all peoples of the world. Because Abraham 
trusted God, he was blessed, and so were others. Do the same, and be set 
free!  
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*Passing the Peace 
 

 Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us spend a few moments greeting one another.  

 

Children’s Message & Blessing 
 

Prayer for Illumination  
 

Promise-making God, we trust that you have a Word for us today. We 
open our hearts to you now to receive your Word and promises. Amen.  
 

Sermon Text Romans 4:13-25 

 

For the promise that Abraham would inherit the world did not come to 
Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the 
righteousness of faith. For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the 
heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath, but where 
there is no law, neither is there transgression. 

 

For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on 
grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the 
adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is 
the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many 
nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to 
the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against 
hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” 
according to what was said, “So shall your descendants be.” He did not 
weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as 
good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), and the barrenness of 
Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, 
but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced 
that God was able to do what he had promised. Therefore “it was reckoned to 
him as righteousness.” Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written 
not for his sake alone but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe 
in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed over for 
our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 
 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Sermon Make Room for Faith  
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
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*Hymn of Response  ”Faith Begins by Letting Go ”          (see insert) 
 

Profession of Faith Q&A 21 of the Heidelberg Catechism 

 

Q. What is true faith? 

A. True faith is not only a sure knowledge by which I hold as true all that God 
 has revealed to us in Scripture; it is also a wholehearted trust which the 
 Holy Spirit creates in me by the gospel, specifically that God has freely 
 granted, not only to others but to me also: 

 

forgiveness of sins, 
eternal righteousness, 
and salvation. 

 

 These are gifts of sheer grace, granted solely by Christ’s merit. [Christ’s  trust 
 and faithfulness, even to the cross, that was reckoned as  righteousness 
 to me and to you.] 

 

Tithes & Offerings: If you would like to connect more with the life and mission 
 of First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it 
 in the offering as it goes by. 
 

Offertory  “Praise Him”     J.S. Bach 
 

   Praise him, praise the great Creator, 
   Praise him, praise the great Creator, 
   For his goodness;  
   For his bounty showered upon us throughout the year. 
 

*Doxology  #592 in pew hymnal 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

 

 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
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*Sending Hymn  “Standing on The Promises ”         (see insert) 

 

*Charge & Blessing 

 

Postlude  “Allegro Maestoso”     G. Blake 
 
 

Note: Please join Rev. Trey in Zimmerman Hall for the start of our Second Hour 
 Lenten series on worship following coffee time.  
 
 
 
 
 

Preacher: Rev. Trey Tirpak 

Liturgist:  
Organist: Iteke Prins 
Vocalist and/or Specialist: 
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss and Stephen Reohr 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CCLI License 
#463379;  

One License  
#A-700689 
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*Hymn of Response  ”Faith Begins by Letting Go ”    (see insert) 

Profession of Faith Q&A 21 of the Heidelberg Catechism

Q. What is true faith?
A. True faith is not only a sure knowledge by which I hold as true all that God

has revealed to us in Scripture; it is also a wholehearted trust which the
Holy Spirit creates in me by the gospel, specifically that God has freely
granted, not only to others but to me also:

forgiveness of sins,
eternal righteousness,
and salvation.

These are gifts of sheer grace, granted solely by Christ’s merit. [Christ’s  trust 
and faithfulness, even to the cross, that was reckoned as  righteousness 
to me and to you.]

Tithes & Offerings: If you would like to connect more with the life and mission 
of First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it 
in the offering as it goes by. 

Offertory “Praise Him” J.S. Bach 

Praise him, praise the great Creator, 
Praise him, praise the great Creator, 

For his goodness;  
For his bounty showered upon us throughout the year. 

*Doxology  #592 in pew hymnal

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
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*Sending Hymn “Standing on The Promises ”   (see insert)

*Charge & Blessing

Postlude “Allegro Maestoso” G. Blake

Note: Please join Rev. Trey in Zimmerman Hall for the start of our Second Hour 
Lenten series on worship following coffee time.

Preacher: Rev. Trey Tirpak
Liturgist: 
Organist: Iteke Prins 
Vocalist and/or Specialist: 
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss and Stephen Reohr 

CCLI License 
#463379;  

One License  
#A-700689 
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*Passing the Peace 
 

 Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us spend a few moments greeting one another.  

 

Children’s Message & Blessing 
 

Prayer for Illumination  
 

Promise-making God, we trust that you have a Word for us today. We 
open our hearts to you now to receive your Word and promises. Amen.  
 

Sermon Text Romans 4:13-25 

 

For the promise that Abraham would inherit the world did not come to 
Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the 
righteousness of faith. For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the 
heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath, but where 
there is no law, neither is there transgression. 

 

For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on 
grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the 
adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is 
the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many 
nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to 
the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against 
hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” 
according to what was said, “So shall your descendants be.” He did not 
weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as 
good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), and the barrenness of 
Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, 
but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced 
that God was able to do what he had promised. Therefore “it was reckoned to 
him as righteousness.” Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written 
not for his sake alone but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe 
in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed over for 
our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 
 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Sermon Make Room for Faith  
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
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Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing Isaiah 40:31 

 

"But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on 
wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be 
faint." 

 

Call to Worship  
 

 Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth. 
 Amen. 
 Leader: Lenten pilgrims, we are invited to journey through this season of  
  Lent, 

People: towards the One who calls us to a life of faith. 
Leader: We walk with the author and finisher of our faith, Jesus, wherever he 
 leads us, 

 People: even though we carry our fears, our doubts, and our longings 
  with us. 

Leader: Like Abraham, we hope against hope and trust in your promises, 

People: even when those promises seem foolish in the moment. 
Leader: For great is your faithfulness, O Lord! You will not forsake us. 

People: You do not change, and your compassion never fails.  
Leader: Let us worship this God who is always faithful! 

 

*Opening Hymn ”Great Is Thy Faithfulness”         (see insert) 
 

Prayer of Confession Based on Romans 4 

 

God who never changes, we confess that we are often fickle people, 
changing our loyalties and affection based on our circumstances and 
self interests. Send your Spirit anew today, so that we might change and 
become faithful like Abraham who “did not weaken in faith, but grew 
strong in his faith and gave you glory, being fully convinced that you 
are able to do what you promise.” Amen. 

 

Time of silence 
 
Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law 

 

Friends of Jesus, the Apostle Paul writes that Abraham “hoping against 
hope” believed, and “therefore, it was reckoned to him as righteousness”— a 
righteousness that blessed all peoples of the world. Because Abraham 
trusted God, he was blessed, and so were others. Do the same, and be set 
free!  
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First Church in Albany 
 

110 North Pearl St.  
Albany NY 12207 
518-463-4449    
 

www.firstchurchinalbany.org 

  

 

The First Church in Albany 
(Reformed Church in America) 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today. 
 

 

Prelude Reflection  A haiku for today’s worship service 
 

Abraham believed, 
Faith reckoned as righteousness, 
Hope's promise received. 

 

Prelude  “Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God” Carl F. Mueller  
 

Tolling of Bell Bell tolled by children of First Church 

 

Processional Hymn ”We Are People on a Journey”                  (see insert) 
 

For each Sunday leading up to Palm Sunday during this season of Lent, five 
congregants will process with common Christian symbols of worship, signifying 
our Lenten journey to the cross. These common Christian symbols of worship 
are a cross (or cloth to drape the cross with), a candle lighter, the church’s 
bible, and the sacramental elements of water, wheat, and vines. 

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus 
Christ, we are called to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in 
Albany includes young and old, families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons 
of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, 
differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full 
life of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where we are 
loved. 

Sunday, February 25, 2024   —  The Second Sunday of Lent 

MAKE ROOM FOR FAITH 
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