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First Church in Albany 
110 North Pearl St. 
Albany NY 12207 
518-463-4449

www.firstchurchinalbany.org

The First Church in Albany 
(Reformed Church in America) 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today. 

Prelude  Hymn Medley  W. Held

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing Based on 2 John 1:3

Grace, mercy, and peace to you in the name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. Amen!  

Call to Worship 

Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth. 
Amen.
Leader: Praise the LORD! How good it is to sing praises to our God; 
People: for He is gracious, and a song of praise is fitting.
Leader: The LORD builds up Jerusalem; 
People: He gathers the outcasts of Israel.
Leader: He heals the brokenhearted, 
People: and binds up their wounds.
Leader: He determines the number of the stars; 
People: He gives to all of them their names.
Leader: Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus 
Christ, we are called to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in 
Albany includes young and old, families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons 
of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, 
differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full 
life of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where we are 
loved. 

Sunday, February 4, 2024   —  Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
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People: His understanding is beyond measure.
Leader: The LORD lifts up the downtrodden; 
People: He casts the wicked to the ground.
Leader: Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; 
People: make melody to our God on the lyre.
All:  Praise the LORD!

*Opening Hymn “Come Sing, O Church, In Joy! ”   (see insert) 

Prayer of Confession 

God of Life, you come to us as an infant in a manger. You promise us a 
kingdom that cannot be shaken and call us to serve you with praise and 
thanksgiving. But we forget, and yield to fear. We trust in the tangible 
rewards of this world, and neglect your promises. We confess that we 
are a divided people; we foster separations and widen rifts in our 
families, our communities, and in the world.

Open us to your healing. Free us from all that distances us from your 
presence. Give us your grace and inspire us to serve you with courage; 
through Jesus Christ who comes to save we pray. Amen.

Time of silence 

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law 

The Apostle Paul writes: “All of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the 
Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same 
image...” and “If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old 
has passed away; see, everything has become new.”  The good news 
therefore is this:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. - 2 Corinthians 
3:18 and 5:17

*Passing the Peace

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with a hand-sign of peace.

Touch your thumb to the tip of your ring finger, and wave to one another. This 
hand-sign makes Christ’s gesture of blessing in a lot of iconography in the 
Orthodox Tradition. 

Children’s Message & Blessing
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*Sending Hymn “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee ” (see insert) 

*Charge & Blessing

Postlude “St. Anne” A. Fedak

Preacher: Preaching Elder Peter Pagerey
Keyboardist: Iteke Prins 

Note: Ministers Walston and Tirpak are worshiping today at Delmar Reformed 
Church for the Winter Combined FOCUS Worship service. We are grateful for 
Pete Pagerey’s willingness to serve. 

CCLI License 
#463379;  

One License  
#A-700689 
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Prayer for Illumination 

Lord God, let the words of your servant’s mouth and the meditations of 
our hearts be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, our Rock and Redeemer. 
Through Christ. Amen  

Sermon Text Isaiah 40:21-31 

Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
    Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
    Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 
It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, 
    and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers, 
who stretches out the heavens like a curtain 
    and spreads them like a tent to live in, 
who brings princes to naught 
    and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing. 
Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 
    scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, 
when he blows upon them, and they wither, 
    and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 
To whom, then, will you compare me, 
    or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 
Lift up your eyes on high and see: 
    Who created these? 
He who brings out their host and numbers them, 
    calling them all by name; 
because he is great in strength, 
    mighty in power, 
    not one is missing. 
Why do you say, O Jacob, 
    and assert, O Israel, 
“My way is hidden from the Lord, 
    and my right is disregarded by my God”? 
Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
The Lord is the everlasting God, 
    the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He does not faint or grow weary; 
    his understanding is unsearchable. 
He gives power to the faint 
    and strengthens the powerless. 
Even youths will faint and be weary, 
    and the young will fall exhausted, 
but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; 
    they shall mount up with wings like eagles; 
they shall run and not be weary; 
    they shall walk and not faint. 
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Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon Have you not heard? 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word

*Hymn of Response “Just A Closer Walk With Thee “   (see insert) 

Profession of Faith The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Tithes & Offerings: If you would like to connect more with the life and mission 
of First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it 
in the offering as it goes by.

Offertory “It Is Well with My Soul” W. Held

*Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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Eucharistic Anthem “We Come To You For Healing, Lord”   (see insert)

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

Communion Prayer

Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Sanctus

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might. Heaven and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!

Mystery of the Faith

Christ has died!
Christ has risen!
Christ will come again!

Celebration of Communion

Intercession

We, indeed, praise and thank you, O Lord, that you have fed us at your 
Table.
Grateful for this gift and mindful of the communion of your saints, here and 
in all places,
we offer to you our prayers for all people:

Prayers of the people and world offered here 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
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*Sending Hymn “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee ” (see insert) 
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Prayer for Illumination 

Lord God, let the words of your servant’s mouth and the meditations of 
our hearts be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, our Rock and Redeemer. 
Through Christ. Amen  

Sermon Text Isaiah 40:21-31 

Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
    Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
    Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 
It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, 
    and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers, 
who stretches out the heavens like a curtain 
    and spreads them like a tent to live in, 
who brings princes to naught 
    and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing. 
Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 
    scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, 
when he blows upon them, and they wither, 
    and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 
To whom, then, will you compare me, 
    or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 
Lift up your eyes on high and see: 
    Who created these? 
He who brings out their host and numbers them, 
    calling them all by name; 
because he is great in strength, 
    mighty in power, 
    not one is missing. 
Why do you say, O Jacob, 
    and assert, O Israel, 
“My way is hidden from the Lord, 
    and my right is disregarded by my God”? 
Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
The Lord is the everlasting God, 
    the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He does not faint or grow weary; 
    his understanding is unsearchable. 
He gives power to the faint 
    and strengthens the powerless. 
Even youths will faint and be weary, 
    and the young will fall exhausted, 
but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; 
    they shall mount up with wings like eagles; 
they shall run and not be weary; 
    they shall walk and not faint. 
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People: His understanding is beyond measure.
Leader: The LORD lifts up the downtrodden; 
People: He casts the wicked to the ground.
Leader: Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; 
People: make melody to our God on the lyre.
All:  Praise the LORD!

*Opening Hymn “Come Sing, O Church, In Joy! ”   (see insert) 

Prayer of Confession 

God of Life, you come to us as an infant in a manger. You promise us a 
kingdom that cannot be shaken and call us to serve you with praise and 
thanksgiving. But we forget, and yield to fear. We trust in the tangible 
rewards of this world, and neglect your promises. We confess that we 
are a divided people; we foster separations and widen rifts in our 
families, our communities, and in the world.

Open us to your healing. Free us from all that distances us from your 
presence. Give us your grace and inspire us to serve you with courage; 
through Jesus Christ who comes to save we pray. Amen.

Time of silence 

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law 

The Apostle Paul writes: “All of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the 
Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same 
image...” and “If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old 
has passed away; see, everything has become new.”  The good news 
therefore is this:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. - 2 Corinthians 
3:18 and 5:17

*Passing the Peace

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with a hand-sign of peace.

Touch your thumb to the tip of your ring finger, and wave to one another. This 
hand-sign makes Christ’s gesture of blessing in a lot of iconography in the 
Orthodox Tradition. 

Children’s Message & Blessing
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life of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where we are 
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