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First Church in Albany 
 

110 North Pearl St.  
Albany NY 12207 
518-463-4449    
 

www.firstchurchinalbany.org 

  

 

The First Church in Albany 

 

(Reformed Church in America) 
Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today. 

 

 

Prelude Reflection Alice Walker 

 

“No person is your friend who demands your silence, or denies your right to 
grow.” 

 

Prelude  “Lenten Prelude” C. Callahan  
   Flute & Organ Duet 
 

Tolling of Bell  
 

Processional Hymn ”We Are People on a Journey”                  (see insert) 
 

For each Sunday leading up to Palm Sunday during this season of Lent, five 
congregants will process with common Christian symbols of worship, signifying 
our Lenten journey to the cross. These common Christian symbols of worship 
are a cross (or cloth to drape the cross with), a candle lighter, the church’s 
bible, and the sacramental elements of water, wheat, and vines. 
 

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing  
 

May the Lord bring you with great joy into his glorious presence.  

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we are 
called to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes young and 
old, families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons of various races, ethnicities, 
backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, differing physical and mental abilities, 
believers and seekers. We welcome into the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. 
Centered in Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community 
where we are loved. 

Sunday, March 17, 2024   —  The Fifth Sunday of Lent 
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Call to Worship Psalm 51:6-12 

 

Votum: Blessed the Lord Oh my soul.  Together let us bless God’s holy name. 
 Amen. 
  

People: Lord, You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me 
 wisdom in my secret heart.  
 

Leader: Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be 
 whiter than snow. 
 

People: Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have 
 crushed rejoice.  Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my 
 iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right 
 spirit within me. 
 

Leader:  Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy 
 spirit from me. 

  

All: Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing 
 spirit. 

 

*Opening Hymn ”For All The Faithful Women ”         (see insert) 
 

Prayer of Confession  
 

Lord, please forgive us for the times you have called us to risk our 
comfort and we say no.  Forgive us for the times we assess the 
problems and decide to stay silent against injustice for the hope of 
peace in our own lives.  Forgive us for ignoring the truth.  Injustice 
anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.  Bless us to leap in faith and 
not languish in fear.  

 

 Time of silence 
 

Choir Anthem 
 

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law inspired by Jeremiah 22:3 & 
 John 10:10 

 

This is what the LORD says: Administer justice and righteousness. Rescue 
the victim of robbery from the hand of his oppressor. Do no wrong or violence 
to the foreigner, the fatherless, or the widow. Do not shed innocent blood in 
this place. Jesus came so that you may have life and have it more 
abundantly.  Have faith.  Take heart and leap.  Have faith, take heart, and 
forgive; practice kindness; give generously; and trust God. 

11 



10 3 

 

*Passing the Peace 
 

 Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us spend a few moments greeting one another.  

 

Prayer for Illumination Please sing 
 

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. Spirit of the Living God, fall 
afresh on me. Melt me. Mold me. Fill me. Use me. Spirit of the Living 
God, fall afresh on me! 
 

First Lesson   John 12:20-33 (NRSVue) 
 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 
They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, 
we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew, then Andrew and Philip 
went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son 
of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into 
the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain, but if it dies it bears much 
fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this 
world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and 
where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will 
honor. 
 

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say: ‘Father, save me from this 
hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify 
your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will 
glorify it again.” The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was 
thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This 
voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this world; 
now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of 
death he was to die. 

 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People: Praise to you, O Christ!  
 

Sermon Text  Esther  4:4-16 (The Message Translation) 
 

Esther’s maids and eunuchs came and told her. The queen was stunned. She 
sent fresh clothes to Mordecai so he could take off his sackcloth but he 
wouldn’t accept them. Esther called for Hathach, one of the royal eunuchs 
whom the king had assigned to wait on her, and told him to go to Mordecai 
and get the full story of what was happening. So Hathach went to Mordecai in 
the town square in front of the King’s Gate. Mordecai told him everything that 
had happened to him. He also told him the exact amount of money that 
Haman had promised to deposit in the royal bank to finance the massacre of 
the Jews. Mordecai also gave him a copy of the bulletin that had been posted  



4 

 

in Susa ordering the massacre so he could show it to Esther when he 
reported back with instructions to go to the king and intercede and plead with 
him for her people. 
 
Hathach came back and told Esther everything Mordecai had said. Esther 
talked it over with Hathach and then sent him back to Mordecai with this 
message: “Everyone who works for the king here, and even the people out in 
the provinces, knows that there is a single fate for every man or woman who 
approaches the king without being invited: death. The one exception is if the 
king extends his gold scepter; then he or she may live. And it’s been thirty 
days now since I’ve been invited to come to the king.” 
 

When Hathach told Mordecai what Esther had said, Mordecai sent her this 
message: “Don’t think that just because you live in the king’s house you’re the 
one Jew who will get out of this alive. If you persist in staying silent at a time 
like this, help and deliverance will arrive for the Jews from someplace else; 
but you and your family will be wiped out. Who knows? Maybe you were 
made queen for just such a time as this.” 
 

Esther sent back her answer to Mordecai: “Go and get all the Jews living in 
Susa together. Fast for me. Don’t eat or drink for three days, either day or 
night. I and my maids will fast with you. If you will do this, I’ll go to the king, 
even though it’s forbidden. If I die, I die. 
 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 

Sermon  Esther  
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

*Hymn of Response  ”Come, Let Us Honor Esther ”                (see insert) 
 

Profession of Faith Hebrews 10:22-25 (The Message Translation) 
 

So let’s do it—full of belief, confident that we’re presentable inside and 
out. Let’s keep a firm grip on the promises that keep us going. He 
always keeps his word. Let’s see how inventive we can be in 
encouraging love and helping out, not avoiding worshiping together as 
some do but spurring each other on, especially as we see the big Day 
approaching. 

 
Tithes & Offerings: If you would like to connect more with the life and mission 
 of First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it 
 in the offering as it goes by. 
 
Offertory “Women in the Night ”               (see insert)
   Flute & Piano 
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*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People A Lenten Prayer sung by choir 
Text by B. Echols | Music by R. Powell

Lord, I ask a blessing for my soul today;  Give me peace from heaven as I 
kneel and pray.  Forty days did Jesus face temptations strong; Give me 
strength to conquer  knowing right from wrong.

Lord, I ask a blessing for my soul today; Give me peace from heaven as I 
kneel and pray. I would be like Jesus turning from all sin, with His love to 
keep me true and faithful within.

Lord, I ask a blessing for my soul today; Give me peace from heaven as I 
kneel and pray.  When I look to Jesus, He will show the way;  Help me come 
to meet Him Pure on Easter Day.

The Lord’s Prayer

*Sending Hymn “Nothing Can Trouble ”      (see insert) 

*Charge & Blessing

Postlude “Glory to be Jesus”     arr. G.W. Cassler 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 
Organist: Iteke Prins 
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss and Stephen 
Reohr 

Liturgist: TBD 
Vocalist and/or Specialist: Jackie Wright, 
flute, & Choir 

Today’s Chancel Flowers are from Joeanna Hurston-Brown; “In memory 
of our father, son, brother and uncle Anthony whom we all miss.”  
Thank you Joeanna.  
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Notes:  
 

1. As the Senior Minister, I wish to thank all of you for journeying during this season of 
Lent via stories of women from the Old Testament.  I pray your soul has been lifted 
and you will live your life with and for Christ!   

     Sincerely, Mashona Walston  
 

2. All congregants and guests, please make your way down to Zimmerman Hall for a 
special event “Get to Know First!” where different leaders of First Church will share 
with those who are becoming members—and the rest of the church—what hap-
pens at First Church!  

 

Next Sunday is Palm Sunday. Anyone interested in processing with palm branches 
alongside the youth of First during the first song is welcome to join, just gather at the 

back of the sanctuary before service! 
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