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• Sunday 3.19 10am Indoor Worship at FCIA, also on Zoom 
  AW All Members’ Class —    
     Zimmerman  
• Monday 3.20 9am Food Pantry  

• Tuesday      3.21 noon Zoom Book Study 
• Wednesday 3.22 9am Food Pantry  
  noon AA Meeting  
  noon Centering Prayer in the Chapel 
• Thursday 3.23 11:30am Soup & Sandwiches in Clee Park 

    

 

AW = After Worship 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
• Palm Sunday April 2 
• Easter Sunday April 9 
• Congregational Meeting (Election Office Bearers), Sunday, May 14 AW 
 

 
 
*Meeting Schedules are subject to change. Watch your email for updates if you are a      
     part of these gatherings. 

 

First Church in Albany 
 

110 North Pearl St.,  
Albany NY 12207 

518-463-4449    
 

www.firstchurchinalbany.org 

This Week at the First Church in Albany 

  

The First Church in Albany 

Fourth Sunday  
in Lent 

March 19, 2023, 
10am Worship  

Service 
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The First Church in Albany 

(Reformed Church in America) 
Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today. 

 

Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 19, 2023 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prelude Reflection  John Newton 

Amazing grace, How sweet the sound  

That saved a wretch like me. 

I once was lost. But now I am found, 

Was blind, but now I see. 
  

Prelude  “I Call to Thee Lord Jesus Christ”  J.S. Bach

    organ 
 

Tolling of Bell: bell tolled by children of First Church  
 

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing Ephesians 5:14 
 

…For everything that becomes visible is light.  Sleeper, awake!  Rise from 
the dead and Christ will shine on you. 

 
 
 
  

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus 
Christ, we are called to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First 
Church in Albany includes young and old, families, couples and singles, rich and 
poor, persons of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gen-
der identities, differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We 
welcome into the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in 
Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a com-
munity where we are loved. 
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We need your help! 
 

We are collecting Plastic Easter Eggs and Candy in 
preparation for this year’s Easter Egg Hunt. If you can 
contribute, please bring the items to the Workroom and 

leave them on the table. Candy that is individually 
wrapped preferred, but we will welcome Jelly Beans as 

well.  
 

Important: Please, no candy with nuts. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This week, in honor of Women’s 
History Month, in March. We will be 
putting up a display on the North 
Pearl Street fence that provides 
amazing examples of women who 
have impacted our world. In the vein 
of our StoryWalks, please bring your 
friends and family and enjoy being 
outdoors and learning about these 
important contributions.  
 

#firstchurchinmotion 
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Lenten Introit & Draping of the Cross (Taizé)  X3 

Call to Worship Psalm 23 

 
Leader:  The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He makes me lie down 
 in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; he restores my 
 soul.  He leads me in right paths for his names sake. 

People:  Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil, for 
 you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

Leader: You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you 
 anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

ALL: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long. 

 
 

Prayer in the spirit of the Taizé Community is a meditative form of common prayer. 
Gathered in the presence of Christ we sing uncomplicated, repetitive songs, uncluttered by 
too many words, allowing the mystery of God to become tangible through the beauty of 
simplicity. A few words sung over and over again reinforce the meditative quality of prayer. 
They express a basic reality of faith that can quickly be grasped by the intellect and that 
gradually penetrates the whole being. Silence is observed by all prior to the service for 
prayer and reflection. 
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*Opening Hymn  
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Prayer of Confession   
 

Lord, we confess that we prefer the way of comfort.  Too often you call 
us into spaces that are hard and we turn away.  We know that conflict 
can cultivate positive change.  Help us to be willing to walk in the paths 
of righteousness for your name sake. When the road is rough, the going 
is tough, and the hills are hard to climb, may you be our choice.  
  

 Time of silence 
 
Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law Ephesian 5:8-9 

 

Hear the assurance of our Lord, “For you were once darkness, but now you 
are light in the Lord.  Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light 
consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth).” 

    
*Passing the Peace 

 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with a hand-sign of peace. 
 

 

Children’s Message & Blessing Standing in the Need of Prayer  
 

Choir Anthem “When Lazarus Lay within the Tomb” D.A. White 
 

 When Lazarus lay within the tomb, 
 held fast in bonds of death, 
 the voice of Jesus brought him forth, 
 restored to life and breath. 
 
 Yet through out anger, fear, and grief 
 our Lord stands always near, 
 shares all our anguish, helps us lift 
 the load of pain we bear. 
 
 Still Jesus calls, “Come forth and live!” 
 For freedom we were born, 
 throw off the graveclothes of despair 

 this resurrection morn! 
 
Prayer for Illumination for the season of Lent 

 

As these ancient words are read, as these stories reach our ears, prepare 
our hearts for change; confirm, disrupt, disturb. Surprise us!  

(John Thornburg, Iteke Prins)  
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*Charge & Blessing 

 

Postlude  “Lobe Den Herren”  E. Gesangbuch 

 
 

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 
Liturgist: Rev. Trey Tirpak 

Organist: Iteke Prins, organist & choir master 
Specialist: Joshua Bliss, baritone saxophone 
Vocalists: Choir (Norma Jean Ballou, Jean Lamere, Becky Hudak, Erica Bliss, and 
                 David Allen). 
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss and Stephen Reohr 
 

CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689 

 

Note: You are invited to coffee and refreshments down in Zimmerman Hall. Today 
will be the first of the All Members Series starting at 11:20. “Grab some joe and 
get in the know!” This Lent, we’re encouraging all those who are a part of First 
Church in any way to participate in our All Members series, which will serve as a 
“refresher” course on being part of a church and a new member’s class for those 
who would like to formally join First. Come learn about belonging! 
 
 
 
 
 
Artwork on Cover: Healing the Man Born Blind by  Annibale Carracci 
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*Sending Hymn   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

7 

 

Sermon Text  John 9:1-25 (please read until verse 41 at home) 
 

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked 
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind 
so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of 
him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. As 
long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, 
he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on 
the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which 
means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The 
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is 
this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” 
Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am 
he.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He 
answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said 
to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my 
sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
 

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it 
was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the 
Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to 
them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of the 
Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the 
Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” 
And they were divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What do you 
say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
 

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight 
until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked 
them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now 
see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was 
born blind, but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know 
who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” His 
parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had 
already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be 
put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
 

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said 
to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He 
answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that 
though I was blind, now I see.” 
 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to you, O Christ! 
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Sermon    When Winning Looks Like Losing  

 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 

 
*Hymn of Response  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Profession of Faith I Corinthians 1:21-29, God’s Logic 
 

For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 
wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the proclamation, to 
save those who believe. For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 
but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 
foolishness to gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s 
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger 
than human strength. 

9 

 

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by 
human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 
But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose 
what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low 
and despised in the world, things that are not, to abolish things that are, 
so that no one might boast in the presence of God.  

 
Tithes & Offerings: If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of 
 First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it 
 in the offering as it goes by.  

 

Offertory   “Jesu, I Will Ponder”  M. Vulpius 
    Joshua Bliss, baritone sax 
 
*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 
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*Sending Hymn   
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Sermon Text  John 9:1-25 (please read until verse 41 at home) 
 

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked 
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind 
so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of 
him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. As 
long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, 
he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on 
the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which 
means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The 
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is 
this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” 
Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am 
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They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it 
was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the 
Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to 
them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of the 
Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the 
Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” 
And they were divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What do you 
say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
 

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight 
until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked 
them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now 
see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was 
born blind, but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know 
who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” His 
parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had 
already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be 
put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
 

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said 
to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He 
answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that 
though I was blind, now I see.” 
 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to you, O Christ! 
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Prayer of Confession   
 

Lord, we confess that we prefer the way of comfort.  Too often you call 
us into spaces that are hard and we turn away.  We know that conflict 
can cultivate positive change.  Help us to be willing to walk in the paths 
of righteousness for your name sake. When the road is rough, the going 
is tough, and the hills are hard to climb, may you be our choice.  
  

 Time of silence 
 
Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law Ephesian 5:8-9 

 

Hear the assurance of our Lord, “For you were once darkness, but now you 
are light in the Lord.  Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light 
consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth).” 

    
*Passing the Peace 

 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with a hand-sign of peace. 
 

 

Children’s Message & Blessing Standing in the Need of Prayer  
 

Choir Anthem “When Lazarus Lay within the Tomb” D.A. White 
 

 When Lazarus lay within the tomb, 
 held fast in bonds of death, 
 the voice of Jesus brought him forth, 
 restored to life and breath. 
 
 Yet through out anger, fear, and grief 
 our Lord stands always near, 
 shares all our anguish, helps us lift 
 the load of pain we bear. 
 
 Still Jesus calls, “Come forth and live!” 
 For freedom we were born, 
 throw off the graveclothes of despair 

 this resurrection morn! 
 
Prayer for Illumination for the season of Lent 

 

As these ancient words are read, as these stories reach our ears, prepare 
our hearts for change; confirm, disrupt, disturb. Surprise us!  

(John Thornburg, Iteke Prins)  
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*Charge & Blessing 

 

Postlude  “Lobe Den Herren”  E. Gesangbuch 

 
 

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 
Liturgist: Rev. Trey Tirpak 

Organist: Iteke Prins, organist & choir master 
Specialist: Joshua Bliss, baritone saxophone 
Vocalists: Choir (Norma Jean Ballou, Jean Lamere, Becky Hudak, Erica Bliss, and 
                 David Allen). 
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss and Stephen Reohr 
 

CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689 

 

Note: You are invited to coffee and refreshments down in Zimmerman Hall. Today 
will be the first of the All Members Series starting at 11:20. “Grab some joe and 
get in the know!” This Lent, we’re encouraging all those who are a part of First 
Church in any way to participate in our All Members series, which will serve as a 
“refresher” course on being part of a church and a new member’s class for those 
who would like to formally join First. Come learn about belonging! 
 
 
 
 
 
Artwork on Cover: Healing the Man Born Blind by  Annibale Carracci 
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We need your help! 
 

We are collecting Plastic Easter Eggs and Candy in 
preparation for this year’s Easter Egg Hunt. If you can 
contribute, please bring the items to the Workroom and 

leave them on the table. Candy that is individually 
wrapped preferred, but we will welcome Jelly Beans as 

well.  
 

Important: Please, no candy with nuts. Thank you! 
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Lenten Introit & Draping of the Cross (Taizé)  X3 

Call to Worship Psalm 23 

 
Leader:  The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He makes me lie down 
 in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; he restores my 
 soul.  He leads me in right paths for his names sake. 

People:  Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil, for 
 you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

Leader: You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you 
 anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

ALL: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long. 

 
 

Prayer in the spirit of the Taizé Community is a meditative form of common prayer. 
Gathered in the presence of Christ we sing uncomplicated, repetitive songs, uncluttered by 
too many words, allowing the mystery of God to become tangible through the beauty of 
simplicity. A few words sung over and over again reinforce the meditative quality of prayer. 
They express a basic reality of faith that can quickly be grasped by the intellect and that 
gradually penetrates the whole being. Silence is observed by all prior to the service for 
prayer and reflection. 
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