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First Church in Albany 
 

110 North Pearl St.  
Albany NY 12207 
518-463-4449    
 

www.firstchurchinalbany.org 

  

 

 

Prelude Reflection A haiku for today’s worship 
 

Palm fronds waving high, 
Hosannas fill the air and sky, 
This king comes to die. 

 

Prelude “Thy Goodness Is Our Salvation”         J.S. Bach  
   “Intonation on St. Theodolph”         A. Fedak 
   Joshua Bliss, Baritone Saxophone. 
 

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing  
 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest 
 

Processional Hymn  
   “All Glory, Laud, & Honor”      (see insert) 

 

(Children and an accompanying adult, please go to 
the back of the sanctuary where you will be given 
instruction on processing in with palm branches.) . 
 

Call to Worship Based on Zechariah 9 & Psalm 118 
 

Leader: Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
People: Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
Leader: Lo, your king comes to you; 
People: triumphant and victorious is he, 
Leader: humble and riding on a donkey 
People: Blessed is the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest! 

The First Church in 
Albany 

(Reformed Church in 
America) 

 

Founded in 1642; Continuing 
in Ministry Today. 

 

In response to God’s 
unconditional love for all 
people made known to 
us in Jesus Christ, we 

are called to be a 
welcoming and affirming 

community. The First 
Church in Albany 

includes young and old, 
families, couples and 
singles, rich and poor, 

persons of various 
races, ethnicities, 

backgrounds, sexual 
orientation and gender 

identities, differing 
physical and mental 

abilities, believers and 
seekers. We welcome 
into the full life of the 

church all those whom 
God sends us. Centered 

in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking 

down dividing walls and 
building a community 
where we are loved. 

Sunday, March 24, 2024    
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*Opening Hymn ”Hosanna, Loud Hosanna ”         (see insert) 
 

Prayer of Confession Based on the Worship Sourcebook of the Christian 
 Reformed Church in North America 

 

Jesus our King, with our mouths, we shout hosannas to praise you. 
With our hands, we wave and place palms before. Yet, we confess today 
that our mouths that praise you often deny and defy you; our hands that 
seek to serve you often become fists made of selfish and unjust rage. 
Send your Holy Spirit upon us in a special way this Holy Week, so we 
might be transformed to praise and serve you aright. Amen. 

 

 Time of silence 
 

Assurance of Pardon  
 

Unlike other kings who would ride into a conquered city on a horse 
accompanied by an army seeking to oppress and exploit its citizens, Jesus 
humbly enters Jerusalem on a lowly donkey seeking the reconciliation of 
humanity with one another and with God. This is our king! He forgives and 
frees you to live a life of grateful praise and genuine, life-giving service. Go 
and live in the peace of his kingdom.  

 

*Passing the Peace 
 

 Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with a wave of a palm branch.  
 

Choir Anthem  “How Blest Is He Who Comes “ 
   Text Fred Pratt, Green Alfred V. Fedak 

 

Prayer for Illumination  
 

Eternal God, whose Word silences the shouts of the mighty. Quiet 
within us every voice but your own. Speak to us today. Amen.  

Let us rejoice in Christ, whose 
Kingdom is at hand! He comes to be 
the Lord of Life in ev’ry life 
and land. Hosanna in the highest! 
How blest is he who comes! When, 
lowly born, he came, for 
us condemned to die, they brought 
him to Jerusalem with this 
triumphant cry. Hosanna in the 
highest! How blessed is he who 
comes! 

Rejoice that now he comes to us in 
those who walk his way, to make this 
stricken world his 
own, and ev’ry day his day. Then let 
us yield to him the loyalty he claims, 
and never cease to 
celebrate the Name above all 
Names. Hosanna in the highest! 
Hosanna in the highest! How 
blest is he who comes! 
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First Lesson   Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

 

O give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; God’s steadfast love endures 
forever! Let Israel say, “The Lord’s steadfast love endures forever.” 
 

Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and 
give thanks to the Lord. This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter 
through it. 
 

I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation. The 
stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. This is the 
Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. This is the day that the Lord has 
made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. Save us, we beseech you, O Lord! O 
Lord, we beseech you, give us success! 
 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. We bless you from 
the house of the Lord. The Lord is God, and he has given us light. Bind the 
festal procession with branches, up to the horns of the altar. 
 

You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God; I will extol 
you. 
 

O give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good, for the Lord’s steadfast love 
endures forever. 
 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
 

 

Sermon Text  Mark: 11:1-11 
 

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near 
the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into 
the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find tied 
there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to 
you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this: ‘The Lord needs it and will send it 
back here immediately.’” They went away and found a colt tied near a door, 
outside in the street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to 
them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” They told them what Jesus had 
said, and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus 
and threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks 
on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 
Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting, 

 
“Hosanna! 
    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
    Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
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Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple, and when he had 
looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany 
with the twelve. 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 

Sermon A King No One Wants 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 

*Hymn of Response ”I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art ”
 (see insert) 

Tithes & Offerings: If you would like to connect more with the life and mission 
of First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it 
in the offering as it goes by. 

Offertory “Christ Thou Art Our Day and Night” G. Böhm

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People:

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen. 

*Sending Hymn “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty ”      (see insert) 

*Charge & Blessing

Postlude “There Is a Green Hill Far Away”   arr. H. Coleman 
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Note: All congregants and guests, please make your way down to Zimmerman 
Hall for a special event “Get to Know The People of First” where we’ll hear from 
and greet those who are joining First. Let’s get to know one another better!

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 
Liturgist: Rev. Trey Tirpak
Organist: Iteke Prins
Vocalist and/or Specialist: Joshua Bliss, baritone saxophone, & Choir
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss and Stephen Reohr
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