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First Church in Albany 
 

110 North Pearl St.,  
Albany NY 12207 

518-463-4449    
 

www.firstchurchinalbany.org 

 
 

 

• Norma and Leo, neighbors of Audrey 
Ming 

• Ralph McNeil, brother of Norma 
Jean Ballou 

• Joe Vasta, friend of the Persons 
• Family of Nathaniel Marable 
• Mary Ann Selmer 
• For the family of Danielle as they 

mourn her passing, friends of the 
Andrews 

• For Katherine’s grandmother 
• Carol LaBatte 
• Anthony, of the Brown Family 
• Jane, sister of Donna Schultz 
• Elaine and Jim Jenks, Rose 

Hunsberger’s parents 
• Peter, Karen Van Epps’ brother 
• Charnelle Jones 
• Jeff Curry 
• Barb Andrews 
• Samuel, Barb Andrew’s son 

• Brian, the Andrew’s son-in-law 
• Haleigh Bliss 
• Mary Weijola 
• Neil Keen 
• Fran Carr Morton 
• Harriet Stockhoff 
• Kathy Stallmer (Monthie family) 
• Cheryl Gowie  
• Steve Hoffman 
• Ada Harris  
• Gwen, friend of Becky Gardner 
• Charles Welge 
• Olivia Gaydushek 
• Staff and leaders of the First Church 

in Albany 
• Prayers for the people and leaders of 

Ukraine. For the countries accepting 
those fleeing the violence. For 
thoughtful and productive resolution 
immediately. 

Prayer Concerns? If you would like your church family to join  you in prayer, please share 
your concerns and joys with us. Call the office at 518-463-4449 or email 

office@firstchurchinalbany.org 

   

First Sunday in Lent 
 

March 6, 2022, 10am 

The First Church in Albany 
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The First Church in Albany 
(Reformed Church in America) 

 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today 
 

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we 
are called to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes 
young and old, families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons of various races, 
ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, differing physical and 
mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full life of the church all those 
whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking down dividing walls 
and building a community where we are loved. 

 

First Sunday of Lent 
March 6, 2022 

 

Prelude “Hearken, Merciful Creator” M. Dupre 
   Margaret Randall, organist 
 

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing 

 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.” 2 Corinthians 13:14 

 

Lenten Introit & Draping of the Cross  repeat v. 1 
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*Charge & Blessing 

 

Postlude “Chromatic Fugue” J. Pachelbel  

   Margaret Randall, organist 
 
Worship Leadership: 
  

 Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 
 Liturgist: Rev. Trey Tirpak 
 Guest Organist: Margaret Randall 
 Vocalist: Members of the First Church Choir 
 Technical Team: Joshua Bliss, and Stephen Reohr 

 

CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689 
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   Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 

Communion Prayer 

 Leader: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Leader: Lift up your hearts! 

 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Sanctus 

 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might. Heaven and earth are 

 full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he who comes in the 

 name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest! 

         

Mystery of the Faith 

 Christ has died! 

 Christ has risen! 

 Christ will come again! 
 

Celebration of Communion 

 

Sending Hymn                  v. 1-3 
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Call to Worship: Based on Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 
 

Leader: You who live in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in the 
shadow of the Almighty, will say to the LORD, 

 

All: “My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust." 
 

Leader: Because you have made the LORD your refuge, the Most High your 
dwelling place, no evil shall befall you, no scourge come near your tent. For 
he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways. 
On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot 
against a stone. 

 

All: You will tread on the lion and the adder, the young lion and the 
serpent you will trample under foot. Those who love me, I will deliver; I 
will protect those who know my name. When they call to me, I will 
answer them; I will be with them in trouble, I will rescue them and 
honor them. With long life I will satisfy them, and show them my 
salvation. 
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*Opening Hymn            v. 1-3 
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Offering & Offertory “Christ Is My Life’s Salvation” F.W. Marpurg 

   Margaret Randall, organist 
 
 

 You may also mail your offering to the church at First Church in Albany, 110 North  
  Pearl St., Albany NY 12207. 

 
*Doxology #592 
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise God, all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
Eucharistic Anthem 
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*Hymn of                                                    v. 1-3 
Response   
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Prayer of Confession Based on Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

Lord, we confess that You brought the children of Israel out of Egypt, 
provided for them in the wilderness.  You Lord delivered them into the land 
of milk and honey.  In remembrance of your generosity and love a covenant 
was established and in keeping with that relationship we are to bring you our 
first fruits.  We confess that we often fail to give you our first and our 
best.  We fail to great you in the morning or the cool of the day.  We fail to 
honor you in how we treat each other.  
 

Lord, forgive us.  Lord, in this season of Lent, we commit to giving you 
our first fruit.  We commit to spending more time with you.  We commit 
to acts of mercy.  Help us walk this season remembering that you give 
good and perfect gifts. 

 
Assurance of Pardon Romans 10:8b-13 

The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart" (that is, the word of 
faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is 
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses 
with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, "No one who believes in 
him will be put to shame." For there is no distinction between Jew and 
Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 
For, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved." 

 
*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Leader: Let us greet one another with a hand-sign of peace. 

 
 

Children’s Message & Blessing 

 

Prayer for Illumination (sung) 

Spirit of the Living God fall afresh on me.  Melt me.  Mold me.  Use 

me.  Oh’ Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. 

Touch your thumb to the tip of your ring finger, and wave to one another. This 
hand-sign makes Christ’s gesture of blessing in a lot of iconography in the 
Orthodox Tradition.  
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 Gospel Reading  Luke 4:1-13 
 

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the 
Spirit in the wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He 
ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were over, he was 
famished. The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this 
stone to become a loaf of bread.” Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One 
does not live by bread alone.’” 

 

Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of 
the world. And the devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all 
this authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I 
please. If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” Jesus answered 
him, “It is written, 

 

‘Worship the Lord your God, 
    and serve only him.’” 

 

Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the 
temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from 
here, for it is written, 

 

‘He will command his angels concerning you, 
    to protect you,’ 

 

and 
 

‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
    so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’” 

 

Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 
When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an 
opportune time. 

 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

Sermon Text  2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
 

We entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he 
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 

 

As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of 
God in vain. For he says, 

 

“At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 
    and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” 
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See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! We are 
putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our 
ministry, but as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: 
through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, 
imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, 
patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the 
power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for 
the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated 
as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, 
and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet 
always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet 
possessing everything. 

 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
 

Sermon Lent & Showing Up 
 
A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 

Sermon Notes  

Trouble in the text: 

 

 

Trouble in our world: 

 

 

God in the text: 

 

 

God in our world: 

 

 

Ways that God is moving in me: 
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