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First Church in Albany 
 

110 North Pearl St.,  
Albany NY 12207 
518-463-4449    
 

www.firstchurchinalbany.org 

• Sunday 5.14  Mother’s Day 
  10am Indoor Worship at FCIA, also on Zoom 
  AW Fellowship and Coffee in Zimmerman, 
   Congregational Meeting  
• Monday 5.15 9am Food Pantry  
• Tuesday      5.16 noon Zoom Book Study 
• Wednesday 5.17 9am Food Pantry  
  noon AA Meeting  
  noon Centering Prayer in the Chapel 
  12:30pm Last Weathervanes until Fall 
• Thursday 5.18  Ascension Day 

    
AW = After Worship 

 
Upcoming Events 
 

• Wednesday, May 17—Last Weathervanes Gathering until Fall 
• Sunday, May 21—First Drive-In of 2023  
• Tuesday, May 23—Networking Event for Albany Area Women in Faith, Human 

 Services and Business 
• Sunday, May 28—Pentecost, Installation of Officers 
• Monday, May 29—Memorial Day, Office and Pantry Closed 
 
*Meeting Schedules are subject to change. Watch your email for updates if you are 
a part of these gatherings. 

  

The First Church in Albany 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
May 14, 2023 
10am Service 

Young Mother Sewing by Mary Cassatt 1900  



2 

 
The First Church in Albany 

(Reformed Church in America) 
Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today. 

Sixth Sunday of Easter, May 14, 2023 
 
 

Prelude Reflection Job 33:4 with feminine grammar restored by the Rev. Dr. Wil 
 Gafney 
 

 “The Spirit of God, She has made me, and the breath of the nursing God, She  
 gives me life.” 

 
Prelude “Like the First Bird” Al Fedak 
  
Tolling of Bell: bell tolled by children of First Church  
 
Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing  
 

 “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
 the Holy Spirit be with you all.” Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14  
 
 
Call to Worship Inspired by the Gospel of John’s Farewell Discourse, ch.s 14-17 

 

Leader: Jesus says, “If you love me, 
People: keep my commandments.” 
Leader: “This is my commandment, 
People: that you love one another as I have loved you.” 
Leader: Jesus also said, “I have said these things to you while I am still with 
 you, But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit… 
People: will teach you everything and remind you of all that I have said to 
 you.” 
Leader: So, come, Holy Spirit! Abide with us now. 
People: Remind and teach us how to love as Christ loved us. 

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in 
Jesus Christ, we are called to be a welcoming and affirming community. The 
First Church in Albany includes young and old, families, couples and singles, 
rich and poor, persons of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual 
orientation and gender identities, differing physical and mental abilities, 
believers and seekers. We welcome into the full life of the church all those 
whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking 
down dividing walls and building a community where we are loved. 
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*Opening Hymn   
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Prayer of Confession  
 

 Living God, long ago, faithful women proclaimed the good news of Jesus' 
 resurrection, and the world was changed forever. Teach us to keep faith 
 with them, that our witness may be as bold, our love as deep, and our faith 
 as true. Amen.  
 

Time of silent confession 
 

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law  
 

 Friends, on this Mother’s Day, be reminded that scripture describes God as a 
 mother-hen and be blessed. Be blessed by God and by all those who reflect 
 God’s mothering love, and go out and do likewise. Amen.  
 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with a hand-sign of peace. 
 
Touch your thumb to the tip of your ring finger, and wave to one another. 
This hand-sign makes Christ’s gesture of blessing in a lot of iconography 
in the Orthodox Tradition. 

 

Children’s Message & Blessing 
 

Prayer for Illumination  
 

 Spirit of the Living God, empower us to keep your commandments, that we 
 may show forth your love with gentle word and reverent deed to all. Amen.  
 
Testimonies                                             Imani Brewer and Nicole Marsh-Sivaslian 
  
A Prayer of Blessing on the Word   
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Upcoming events... 

www.albanyinstitute.org/exhibition/tulips-for-albany 
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*Charge & Blessing 
 

Postlude “Lobe Den Herren” arr. F. Saffe

  
   CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689 

 

Today’s Worship Team:  
Preacher(s): Imani Brewer & Nicole Marsh-Silvaslian 
Liturgist:  Rev. Trey Tirpak 
Organist: Iteke Prins 
Soloist: Becky Hudak 
Tech Team: Joshua Bliss  

 
Note: Members, please proceed downstairs to Zimmerman Hall for our 

Elder Nominees: 
• Norma Jean Ballou 
• Tom Allison 

Deacon Nominees:  
• Deb Anderson 
• Becky Hudak 
• Erica Zetterholm-Bliss 

Trustee Nominees:  
• David Bradley 
• Robert Dorn 
• Ross Westhuis 
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*Hymn of Response 
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Tithes & Offerings  
 

 If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of First Church, 
 please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it in the offering as 
 it goes by. 
 

Offertory  “For Those Who Have a Mother’s Heart”  E. Downing/I. Prins 

   Becky Hudak, soloist 
 

For those who have a mother's heart 

But did not children bear,  
They choose to nurture those in need 

Someone to give them care. 
 

They mother those in need of love 

By helping them to find 

New ways to bring them courage, hope,  
That nourish heart and mind 
 

Uphold them as their love they share 

The love which they receive from you 

Their God, who lends them strength 

To live what they believe 
 

Those lives show forth your parent love 

By tending those in need 

They know the joy of faith in you 

Lived well in word and deed 
 

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 

7 

*Congregation Meeting  
  Hymn 
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