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This Week at the First Church in Albany 

• Sunday 7.3 10am FOCUS Joint Summer Drive-in  
   Worship, also on Zoom 

• Monday 7.4  Independence Day Holiday 

   Office and Food Pantry Closed  

• Tuesday         7.5 12pm Adult Scripture Study 

• Wednesday 7.6 9am Food Pantry 

  12pm AA Meeting 

  12pm Centering Prayer 

• Thursday 7.7 11:30am Hot Dog Thursday in Clee Park 

  7pm A Night of Worship (potluck at 6pm) 

 

Upcoming Events  
 

• Wednesday 8.17  First Church in Albany’s 380th 
   Anniversary (We will fully celebrate 
   on Reformation Sunday in October) 

 

Meeting Schedules are subject to change.  

Watch your email for updates if you are a part of these gatherings. 

 
 

First Church in Albany 
 

110 North Pearl St.,  
Albany NY 12207 

518-463-4449    
 

www.firstchurchinalbany.org 

  

The First Church in Albany 

Combined Focus Worship 
July 3, 2022, 10am 

Drive-In Worship Service 
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Each Thursday this Summer  
11:30am—12:30pm 

in Clee Park 
 

Volunteers Needed 
Contact the office  

or use online link in  
Wednesday’s EBlast 

 

The Winner 
of the First Annual,  

First Church 
Lawn Chair Set-up  

Competition is 
 

The Always Creative 
Karen Van Epps! 
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The First Church in Albany 

(Reformed Church in America) 
 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today 
 

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we 
are called to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes 
young and old, families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons of various races, 
ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, differing physical and 
mental abilities, believers and seekers. We welcome into the full life of the church all those 
whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking down dividing walls 
and building a community where we are loved. 

 
 

 

 
FOCUS Joint Summer Worship 

July 3, 2022 
 

Tune in to 87.9FM on your car radio 
 

 

 

Prelude  “Prelude in F Minor”  C. Burney

   “We Gather Together”  arr. J. Carter 

   Iteke Prins, keyboardist 
 

 

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing 

 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.” 2 Corinthians 13:14  

 
Call to Worship A reflection on Independence Weekend in the USA and Psalm 16 

 

Leader: In our world full of work and toil, 

People: We long for abundant life. 

Leader: Under oppression and bondage, 

People: We long for the Spirit of liberty. 

Leader: In the busyness of our lives, 

People: We long to pursue the fullness of happiness. 

 

Leader: Triune God, remind us of the words of the Psalmist, that: 

People: In you, O Lord, is all our delight. 

Leader: You show us the path of life, and only in your presence 

People: Is there the fullness of joy. 

Leader: Let us worship the God who gives us true life, true liberty, and true 
 happiness! 
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*Opening                    v. 1,3,5 

  Hymn            
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Prayer for our returning missionaries... 
 

 
 
This past week, Joshua Bliss, Stephen Reohr, and Monica 
Marsh worked in Wethersfield, CT at this summer’s Group 
Workcamp. They returned July 2.  
 

They volunteered as staff, helping youth groups and high 
school aged students from all over as they provide 
residential home repairs.  
 

Monica Marsh, on behalf of the team, would like to extend their gratitude to Andy 
and Rebecca Mondore for the use of their van. They would also like to thank Shirley 
Joosten and the Joosten Fund for sponsoring this trip.  
 

Prayer for Our RETURNING Mission Team—Lord, we are so grateful for the 
calling you have placed on the hearts of Josh, Monica, and Stephen. Help them 
upon their return home to be able to process all you showed them during their week 
of service in your name. May the people helped know your comfort because of the 
service of our team and so many other volunteers. We welcome them home with 
prayer and thanksgiving, in your mighty Name. Amen. 
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• The friends and family of Harriet 

Stockhoff 

• Jennifer Recene Gallagher, daughter of 

Joyce Recene 

• Becky Hudak 

• Dee and Ani’s grandmother Bertha 

• Mia and Wim Westman 

• Donna Jones 

• Charnelle Jones 

• Barbara W., dear friend of Barb & Dave 

Andrews and Donna Jones 

• John Utley, brother of Judith Utley Suess 

• Beverly. friend of Clarice Milliken 

• Steve Hoffman 

• Harold Bushnell 

• Charnelle Jones  

• Frank Jeffries (son of Norma 

McClement) 

• Norma McClement 

• Becky Gardner 

• Ralph McNeil, brother of Norma Jean 

Ballou 

• Cheri Scully, friend of the Persons  

• Mary Ann Selmer 

• Samuel, son of Barb Andrews 

• The family of Danielle as they mourn her 

passing, for her children (Melvin, 

Traekwon, Antonio, Julius, Brandon, and 

Christopher)  

• Carol LaBatte 

• Anthony, of the Brown Family 

• Jane, sister of Donna Schultz 

• Elaine and Jim Jenks, Rose Hunsberger’s 

parents 

• Jeff Curry 

• Haleigh Bliss 

• Mary Weijola 

• Neil Keen 

• Fran Carr Morton 

• Cheryl Gowie  

• Ada Harris 

• Gwen, friend of Becky Gardner 

• Charles Welge 

• Olivia Gaydushek 

• Clergy, staff and leaders of the First 

Church in Albany 

• For all those impacted by the ongoing 

instances of gun violence. For lawmakers 

as they debate how to move forward and 

stem the tide of these shootings. 

Prayer Concerns? If you would like your church family to join  you in prayer, please share your 
concerns and joys with us. Call the office at 518-463-4449 or email office@firstchurchinalbany.org 
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Prayer of Confession  

 

Lord of Life, on this American Independence Weekend, we confess to 
living in ways that do not lead to abundant life. Many of our ways of living 
neglect and oppress the liberty of others in our community and nation. We 
even confess that we sometimes feel as though some in our country don’t 
deserve happiness, especially those who we disagree with politically. Teach 
us to be for one another: for one another’s liveliness; for one another’s 
liberty rooted in justice; for a national happiness characterized by dignity 
and respect. Amen.  

 

Assurance of Pardon   

 

Friends, Jesus Christ came into the world not to build nations or control his 
neighbors; rather, Jesus Christ came into the world to bring abundant life, which 
he gives to those who want to follow his way. Follow in The Way of Jesus Christ, 
and you will find peace.  

 

*Passing the Peace 

 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
   Leader: Let us greet one another with a honk of the     

      horn or hand-sign of peace. 

 
Prayer for Illumination 

 

Holy Spirit, as you once filled Peter and John and the followers of The Way, 
fill us in the same way today so that we may also speak boldly of the good 
news of Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 

Sermon Text    Acts 4:23-31 

 

After [Peter and John] were released, they went to their own people and reported what 
the chief priests and the elders had said to them. When they heard it, they raised their 
voices together to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth, 
the sea, and everything in them, it is you who said by the Holy Spirit through our 
ancestor David, your servant: 

 

 ‘Why did the gentiles rage 

      and the peoples imagine vain things? 

 The kings of the earth took their stand, 

      and the rulers have gathered together 

          against the Lord and against his Messiah.’ 
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“For in this city, in fact, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the gentiles and the 
peoples of Israel, gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you 
anointed, to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place. 
And now, Lord, look at their threats, and grant to your servants to speak your 
word with all boldness, while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and 
wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” When 
they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, 
and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God with 
boldness.  

 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon     We Are Empowered To Be Bold  

 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 

 
*Hymn of Response           v. 1 & 4 
& Offering   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 11 

 

 

*Charge & Blessing based on Ephesians 3:20-21 

 

 “Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish 
 abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the 
 church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.” 

 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

 
 

Postlude “Lead Me, Guide Me.”       D. M. Akers   
   Iteke Prins, keyboardist  
      

CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689 

 

   
 
Worship Leadership: 
  

 Preacher: Rev. Trey Tirpak 
 Keyboardist and Vocals: Iteke Prins 
 Musician: Glenn Claydon, guitar & vocals 
  
 

 
 

Thank you for worshiping with us today!  
You all are invited to remain with us in Clee Park for our Lemonade Lull  
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Prayers of Thanksgiving & Prayers of the People 

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 

 
 

7 
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Celebration of the Lord’s Supper (Sung)  

 

 All who long to join together and follow in The Way of Jesus Christ are 
 invited to partake in communion with him at his table where he promises to 
 meet us, nourish us spiritually, and send us out into the world with renewed 
 hope. 
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continued... 
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