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First Church in Albany 

110 North Pearl St. 
Albany NY 12207 
518-463-4449

www.firstchurchinalbany.org

The First Church in Albany 
(Reformed Church in America) 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today.

Sunday, September 24, 2023 10am 
Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Prelude Reflection Haiku for today’s worship

It is who God is
Not an eye for an eye, but
Generous to all

Prelude II. Adagio, from Piano Sonata No.12 in F major, K.332

Tolling of Bell bell tolled by children of First Church

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.” Amen.                       2 Corinthians 13:14 

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we are 
called to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes young and 
old, families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons of various races, ethnicities, 
backgrounds, sexual orientation and gender identities, differing physical and mental abilities, 
believers and seekers. We welcome into the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. 
Centered in Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community 
where we are loved. 
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Call to Worship Based on Psalm 145 

 

Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth. 
 Amen. 
Leader: Praise the Lord, the sovereign of the universe!  
People: We'll praise your name, your greatness, and sing joyously to 
 you! 
Leader: For everyday you do wondrous things. 
People: Works of mercy and kindness – acts of goodness beyond 
 compare! 
Leader: Great are you Lord, and greatly to be praised 
People: because your love and grace are boundless! 
Leader: Let us, now, sing how great the Lord is! 

 

*Opening Hymn   (see insert) 
   “How Great Thou Art” 
 

Prayer of Confession Based on the Book of Jonah 
 

Gracious God, we confess our tendency to grumble, akin to Jonah's 
grumbling when you forgave the people of Nineveh. At times, we 
grumble when we don’t like what you’re doing in others’ lives, or even 
when we simply don't get our way. Send your Holy Spirit to remind us 
that our grumbling may blind us to the glorious work you're doing. Help 
us trust your goodness and embrace your mercy for all. Amen. 

 

 Time of silence 
 

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law Based on Philippians 1 
 

Friends, hear the good news: In Christ, we are a new creation – our 
grumbling can be turned to praise. For the Apostle Paul writes in his letter to 
the Philippians, “For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain.” Therefore, “live 
your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ,” for in so doing you will 
live a liberated life where grumbling is of no use. 

 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with a hand-sign of peace. 

 

 Touch your thumb to the tip of your ring finger, and wave to 

one another. This hand-sign makes Christ’s gesture of 

blessing in a lot of iconography in the Orthodox Tradition. 
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Preacher: Rev. Trey Tirpak 
Piano: Eugene Sit  
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss, Stephen Reohr 

 
CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689 
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Children’s Message & Blessing  

    
Affirmation & Blessing of the Prayer Shawls 

 
Leader 1: God of love and comfort, we know that you are always present in our 
 lives and that your love transcends all tragedy, illness, and pain. We know 
 that you are in all things, with us in our joys and our sorrows. We ask you, O 
 God, to bless these shawls, those who will be wrapped in them, and the 
 hands that make them. 
 

Leader 2: In the words of Psalm 90:17 “Let the favor of the Lord our God be 
 upon us and confirm for us the work of our hands.” 
 

People: God, we ask for your blessing upon these shawls. May they be a 
 touchstone to a safe haven, a sacred place of security, a place of well-
 being, a place where your Presence is known. 
 

Leader 2: These shawls were made to bring assurance to those who feel afraid, 
 sad, alone, or uncertain. 
 

Leader 1: May all who receive these know the intricate love and care interwoven 
 in these shawls, a love that mirrors the care that God gives to all people. 
 

Leader 2: These shawls were made to remind the recipient that they are part of 
 this community. 
 

People: May those who receive these shawls feel touched by our love, 
 moved by our guidance, and held up by our support.  
 

Leader 2: These shawls were made to bring peace to those in need of prayer. 
 

Leader 1: May they feel the warm embrace of the Holy Spirit as they wrap 
 themselves within these shawls. 
 

People: O Holy Spirit may all who wear and hold these shawls be 
 cradled in hope, kept in joy, graced with peace, and wrapped in 
 love. Thank you for your blessing. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 
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Prayer for Illumination 
 

Holy Spirit, come. Open our hearts and minds as we explore this 
parable of the laborers in the vineyard. May we grasp the depth of grace 
and breadth of generosity in the Gospel of Jesus. It’s in his name we 
pray. Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading  Jonah 3:10-4:11 
 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon Text  Matthew 20:1-16 
 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for a 
denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard.  
 

When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the 
marketplace, and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will 
pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon 
and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out 
and found others standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you 
standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ 
He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’  
 

When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the 
laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the 
first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received a 
denarius.  
 

Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of 
them also received a denarius. And when they received it, they grumbled 
against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you 
have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 
scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no 
wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take what belongs to you 
and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not 
allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious 
because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

Sermon The Gospel Isn’t Fair. It’s Better Than Fair. 
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

*Hymn of Response  (see insert) 
   “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy “ 
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Profession of Faith  A portion of the “We Believe” segment of Section 4 of the 
 Confession of Belhar, one of the four confessions of the Reformed Church in 
 America. 
   

 “We believe: 
  • that God has revealed himself as the one who wishes to bring about  
   justice and true peace among people; 
  • that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is in a special way  
   the God of the destitute, the poor and the wronged; 
  • that God calls the church to follow him in this, for God brings justice to the 
   oppressed and gives bread to the hungry; 
  • that God frees the prisoner and restores sight to the blind; 
  • that God supports the downtrodden, protects the stranger, helps orphans 
   and widows and blocks the path of the ungodly; 
  • that, for God, pure and undefiled religion is to visit the orphans and 
   the widows in their suffering” 
 

Tithes & Offerings: If you would like to connect more with the life and mission 
 of  First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it 
 in the offering as it goes by. 
 

Offertory  “March of the Priests” from the Magic Flute arr. R. Metzdorff
  

*Doxology  
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God, all creatures here below;  
 Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

Leader: O Lord, 
People: Hear our prayer. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Sending Hymn   (see insert)
    “Come, Labor On”  
 

*Charge & Blessing 
 

Postlude “Take this Treasure” from the Magic Flute arr. R. Metzdorff 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
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