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First Church in Albany 
 

110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207 

518-463-4449   www.firstchurchinalbany.org 

• Saturday 12.24 7pm Christmas Eve Service (in person and on  
    Zoom) 

• Sunday 12.25 10am Christmas Sunday Worship (in person and on 
    Zoom) Wear your pjs! 

• Monday 12.26  Office Closed due to holiday 

  9am No Food Pantry due to holiday 

• Tuesday      12.27 12pm No Adult Book Study this week  

• Wednesday 12.28   9am No Food Pantry due to holiday 

  12pm AA Meeting 

  12pm Centering Prayer 

• Thursday 12.29 11:30am Soup Lunch in Clee Park 

• Sunday 1.1 10am New Year’s Sunday Worship (in person and on  
    Zoom) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Monday 1.2  Office Closed due to holiday 

  9am Pantry WILL BE open 

Upcoming Events  

• Thursday 1.5 7:00pm A Night of Worship 

• Sunday  1.18 11:15am Annual Congregational Meeting 

This Week at  
the First Church in Albany 

 

   

The First Church in Albany 

The Fourth Week of Advent 

December 19, 2021, 10am 
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The First Church in Albany 
(Reformed Church in America) 

 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today 
 

 

Christmas Eve 
December 24, 2022 

 
 
 
 
 

* Rise in body or in spirit 

 

Bold = Speak aloud. 
 

 

We Gather in the Presence of God 
 

Prelude  “Aria” and “Chanson” J. Rutter 
   NOEL NOVELET J. Wilson 

     
Welcome, Announcements & Blessing  
 

People of goodwill, tonight we celebrate that “the light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it” because we remember that 
Jesus Christ was born into this very world to save us from darkness. 

 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.” 2 Corinthians 13:14 

 

*Call to Worship  Adapted from Rev. Nancy C. Townley 

 

Leader: We are people who once lived in darkness, 

People: but have now been given a great light! 

Leader: Praise be to God who hears our cries! Let our souls sing out,  

People: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of 
 goodwill!” 

Leader: We sing because Jesus Christ, the Light of God, has been given to us. 

People: He is our light of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. 

Leader: He has broken through the darkness, 

People: And we shall see that light and let it shine through our lives. 
 Amen. 
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This year’s program is hosted by our Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston. More info to follow... 
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Our 2022 Christmas Eve Offering 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Wizard’s Wardrobe is a fantastic and growing 
organization right here in Albany. It is a free one-to-one, 
after-school tutoring program with an emphasis on reading 
and writing. Their tutoring model enables a strong bond 
between student and tutor and creates a calm, safe, and 
encouraging environment for learning. Not only do students 
learn literacy skills, but there is also a focus on developing        
non-cognitive skills such as self-control, self-motivation, as 
well as confidence that can have positive, long-lasting 
influences throughout life.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church World Service is a trusted ecumenical initiative 
that works in over 65 countries. The two areas of work they 
focus on are relief and development, summarized as CROP, 
and immigration and refugee services, summarized as 
IRP+. Their CROP work includes the CROP Hunger Walks, 
Blankets and Kits, and individual programs in each country 
working alongside local responders in disaster and 
underserviced areas to give immediate relief.  Their IRP+ 
work is actively helping Ukrainians, Syrians, Central 
Americans, and many others. We’re delighted to be  

            supporting such an impactful organization!  
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*Carol 1  
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Prophecy of the Birth of the Messiah: Isaiah 7:14-15 

 

 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is 
 with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel (which means 
 “God with us”). He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to 
 refuse the evil and choose the good. 

 
Carol 2  “When God’s Time Had Ripened”  A.V. Fedak 

   Rose Hunsberger & Susan Fedak, duet 
    
 When God’s time had ripened Mary's womb bore fruit, scion of the God  
  head, spring from Jesse’s root: So the true vine branches from the lily  
  stem, the Rose without blemish blooms in Bethlehem. 
 
 More than mind can fathom, limit or entwine, this mysterious yoking, human 
  and divine, but what reason fetters faith at length unlocks, and wise hearts 
  discover truth in paradox. 
 
 As the bread of heaven, that we might be fed, chose a manger cradle in the  
  House of Bread, so has Life Eternal mingled in the womb with our mortal 
  nature to confound the tomb. 
 
 For this swaddled infant in a humble place holds our hope of glory and our  
  means of grace; in the Love enfleshed here dawns the world’s rebirth,  
  promise of salvation, pledge of peace on earth. 
  
The Annunciation of the Birth of the Messiah: Luke 1:26-33 

 

 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
 called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
 house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, 
 “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed 
 by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said 
 to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And 
 now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 
 Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 
 Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign 
 over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
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Carol 11  Let Heaven With Gladness Ring  Bringle/Rowan 

  The First Church Choir 
   

  
 
 

*Benediction   Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 

 

Postlude “Fantasy on Ukrainian Carol” A. Fedak 
 

CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Leadership: 
  

 Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 
 Liturgist: Various 
 Organist: Iteke Prins 
 Flutist: Jackie Wright 
 Contralto: Susan Fedak 
 Soprano: Rose Hunsberger 
 Technical Team: Joshua Bliss, and Stephen Reohr 

Let heav’n with gladness  ring!  
Bright angels throng in flight 
With splendor on the wing; 
A child is born this night! 
 

Refrain 
Sing gloria and shout for joy,  
to hail the new-born baby boy! 
  

 

With shepherds now make haste;  
our longing days are past.  
All life is newly graced:  
for Christ has come at last! 
 
Behold the manger bed, 
in wonderment and mirth: 
our God in human stead  
in Love appears on earth!  
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Christ Candle Reflection & Lighting the Advent Candles: (Minister) 
 

An attendant will come and light the candle of whoever is on the outside of 
the aisle. Please then light the candles of those next to you. 

 

The Shepherds Visit Christ the Messiah: Luke 2:15-20 (Minister) 
 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 
place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all 
these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 
told them. 

 
*Carol 10 
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*Carol 3 
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Prophecy of God’s Promise to Make a Way for Salvation: Isaiah 40:1-5 

 

 Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
 and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she 
 has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 
 

 A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make 
 straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, 
 and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become 
 level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be 
 revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has 
 spoken.” 

 
Offering & Carol 4      “From Bethlehem, Fair City”  setting R. Proulx 

   The First Church Choir 
     

  From Bethlehem, fair city comes forth a little Son; In him all gentle graces  
  are gathered into one. Eja, Eja, are gathered into one. 

 

Now all our love and fortune like in his mighty hands; Our sorrow, joy and 
failure He sees and understands. Eja, Eja, he sees and understands. 
 

O Shepherd-King from heaven, we go where you will lead; We fear no distant 
pasture with you at hand to feed. Eja, Eja, with you at hand to feed. 
 

No grief can ever part us how-ever sharp it’s edge; we serve you and each 
other; take now our hearts in pledge. Eja, Eja, take now our hearts in pledge. 
 

As is First Church’s custom every Christmas Eve, our offering tonight is 
going to two places, one for a local cause, The Wizard’s Wardrobe, and one 

for an international cause, Church World Service. If you would like to give to 
one specifically, please indicate that in writing. Please see the back of your 

worship guide for more information about these organizations. 

 
Prophecy of the Location of the Messiah’s Birth: Micah 5:2-4a  
 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is 
from of old, from ancient days.  
 

Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has 
brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the 
majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for now 
he shall be great to the ends of the earth. 
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Prophecy Regarding the Messengers of Salvation: Isaiah 52:7-9  

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who 
announces peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says 
to Zion, “Your God reigns.” Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of the Lord to 
Zion. Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord 
has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

 
Carol 9   
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*Carol 8  
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*Carol 5 
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The Savior’s Birth: Luke 2:1-7  

 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be  
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he 
was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn. 
 

*Carol 6  
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A Christmas Prayer 

 

Prophecy of Salvation, The Light of the World: Isaiah 9:2-3, 6-7a  
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived 
in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. You have multiplied 
the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at 
the harvest. 

 

*Carol 7 “Echoing Carols”  C. Cooman 

   Rose Hunsberger & Susan Fedak, duet 
 

On the night the babe was thusly born, snow held its blue breath. 
Light spiraled out of angel’s bodies and kissed the cloud-soft, newborn’s 
 cheek 
while carols echoed inside night birds. 
 

Stars flew like wild birds dazed by the frenzy of song slipping 
over the edge of the universe. 
The message of God had a crying mission: sigh yourself unto salvation. 
 
Mary mild, Jesus sweetly stopped the world’s weeping. Grace cascaded 
like a waterfall of melting crystals—go now and let love live in you 
like that child’s quiet heartbeat. 

 

The Angles Appear and Announce the Good News: Luke 2:8-14  
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel 
said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of 
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will 
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, 
 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace and goodwill toward all!” 
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The Savior’s Birth: Luke 2:1-7  

 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 
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registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he 
was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn. 
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A Christmas Prayer 

 

Prophecy of Salvation, The Light of the World: Isaiah 9:2-3, 6-7a  
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived 
in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. You have multiplied 
the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at 
the harvest. 

 

*Carol 7 “Echoing Carols”  C. Cooman 

   Rose Hunsberger & Susan Fedak, duet 
 

On the night the babe was thusly born, snow held its blue breath. 
Light spiraled out of angel’s bodies and kissed the cloud-soft, newborn’s 
 cheek 
while carols echoed inside night birds. 
 

Stars flew like wild birds dazed by the frenzy of song slipping 
over the edge of the universe. 
The message of God had a crying mission: sigh yourself unto salvation. 
 
Mary mild, Jesus sweetly stopped the world’s weeping. Grace cascaded 
like a waterfall of melting crystals—go now and let love live in you 
like that child’s quiet heartbeat. 

 

The Angles Appear and Announce the Good News: Luke 2:8-14  
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel 
said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of 
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will 
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, 
 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace and goodwill toward all!” 
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Prophecy of God’s Promise to Make a Way for Salvation: Isaiah 40:1-5 

 

 Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
 and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she 
 has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 
 

 A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make 
 straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, 
 and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become 
 level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be 
 revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has 
 spoken.” 

 
Offering & Carol 4      “From Bethlehem, Fair City”  setting R. Proulx 

   The First Church Choir 
     

  From Bethlehem, fair city comes forth a little Son; In him all gentle graces  
  are gathered into one. Eja, Eja, are gathered into one. 

 

Now all our love and fortune like in his mighty hands; Our sorrow, joy and 
failure He sees and understands. Eja, Eja, he sees and understands. 
 

O Shepherd-King from heaven, we go where you will lead; We fear no distant 
pasture with you at hand to feed. Eja, Eja, with you at hand to feed. 
 

No grief can ever part us how-ever sharp it’s edge; we serve you and each 
other; take now our hearts in pledge. Eja, Eja, take now our hearts in pledge. 
 

As is First Church’s custom every Christmas Eve, our offering tonight is 
going to two places, one for a local cause, The Wizard’s Wardrobe, and one 

for an international cause, Church World Service. If you would like to give to 
one specifically, please indicate that in writing. Please see the back of your 

worship guide for more information about these organizations. 

 
Prophecy of the Location of the Messiah’s Birth: Micah 5:2-4a  
 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is 
from of old, from ancient days.  
 

Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has 
brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the 
majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for now 
he shall be great to the ends of the earth. 
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Prophecy Regarding the Messengers of Salvation: Isaiah 52:7-9  

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who 
announces peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says 
to Zion, “Your God reigns.” Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of the Lord to 
Zion. Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord 
has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
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Christ Candle Reflection & Lighting the Advent Candles: (Minister) 
 

An attendant will come and light the candle of whoever is on the outside of 
the aisle. Please then light the candles of those next to you. 

 

The Shepherds Visit Christ the Messiah: Luke 2:15-20 (Minister) 
 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 
place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all 
these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 
told them. 

 
*Carol 10 
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Prophecy of the Birth of the Messiah: Isaiah 7:14-15 

 

 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is 
 with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel (which means 
 “God with us”). He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to 
 refuse the evil and choose the good. 

 
Carol 2  “When God’s Time Had Ripened”  A.V. Fedak 

   Rose Hunsberger & Susan Fedak, duet 
    
 When God’s time had ripened Mary's womb bore fruit, scion of the God  
  head, spring from Jesse’s root: So the true vine branches from the lily  
  stem, the Rose without blemish blooms in Bethlehem. 
 
 More than mind can fathom, limit or entwine, this mysterious yoking, human 
  and divine, but what reason fetters faith at length unlocks, and wise hearts 
  discover truth in paradox. 
 
 As the bread of heaven, that we might be fed, chose a manger cradle in the  
  House of Bread, so has Life Eternal mingled in the womb with our mortal 
  nature to confound the tomb. 
 
 For this swaddled infant in a humble place holds our hope of glory and our  
  means of grace; in the Love enfleshed here dawns the world’s rebirth,  
  promise of salvation, pledge of peace on earth. 
  
The Annunciation of the Birth of the Messiah: Luke 1:26-33 

 

 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
 called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
 house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, 
 “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed 
 by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said 
 to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And 
 now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 
 Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 
 Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign 
 over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
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Carol 11  Let Heaven With Gladness Ring  Bringle/Rowan 

  The First Church Choir 
   

  
 
 

*Benediction   Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 

 

Postlude “Fantasy on Ukrainian Carol” A. Fedak 
 

CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Leadership: 
  

 Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 
 Liturgist: Various 
 Organist: Iteke Prins 
 Flutist: Jackie Wright 
 Contralto: Susan Fedak 
 Soprano: Rose Hunsberger 
 Technical Team: Joshua Bliss, and Stephen Reohr 

Let heav’n with gladness  ring!  
Bright angels throng in flight 
With splendor on the wing; 
A child is born this night! 
 

Refrain 
Sing gloria and shout for joy,  
to hail the new-born baby boy! 
  

 

With shepherds now make haste;  
our longing days are past.  
All life is newly graced:  
for Christ has come at last! 
 
Behold the manger bed, 
in wonderment and mirth: 
our God in human stead  
in Love appears on earth!  
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Our 2022 Christmas Eve Offering 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Wizard’s Wardrobe is a fantastic and growing 
organization right here in Albany. It is a free one-to-one, 
after-school tutoring program with an emphasis on reading 
and writing. Their tutoring model enables a strong bond 
between student and tutor and creates a calm, safe, and 
encouraging environment for learning. Not only do students 
learn literacy skills, but there is also a focus on developing        
non-cognitive skills such as self-control, self-motivation, as 
well as confidence that can have positive, long-lasting 
influences throughout life.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church World Service is a trusted ecumenical initiative 
that works in over 65 countries. The two areas of work they 
focus on are relief and development, summarized as CROP, 
and immigration and refugee services, summarized as 
IRP+. Their CROP work includes the CROP Hunger Walks, 
Blankets and Kits, and individual programs in each country 
working alongside local responders in disaster and 
underserviced areas to give immediate relief.  Their IRP+ 
work is actively helping Ukrainians, Syrians, Central 
Americans, and many others. We’re delighted to be  

            supporting such an impactful organization!  
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The First Church in Albany 
(Reformed Church in America) 

 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today 
 

 

Christmas Eve 
December 24, 2022 

 
 
 
 
 

* Rise in body or in spirit 

 

Bold = Speak aloud. 
 

 

We Gather in the Presence of God 
 

Prelude  “Aria” and “Chanson” J. Rutter 
   NOEL NOVELET J. Wilson 

     
Welcome, Announcements & Blessing  
 

People of goodwill, tonight we celebrate that “the light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it” because we remember that 
Jesus Christ was born into this very world to save us from darkness. 

 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.” 2 Corinthians 13:14 

 

*Call to Worship  Adapted from Rev. Nancy C. Townley 

 

Leader: We are people who once lived in darkness, 

People: but have now been given a great light! 

Leader: Praise be to God who hears our cries! Let our souls sing out,  

People: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of 
 goodwill!” 

Leader: We sing because Jesus Christ, the Light of God, has been given to us. 

People: He is our light of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. 

Leader: He has broken through the darkness, 

People: And we shall see that light and let it shine through our lives. 
 Amen. 
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This year’s program is hosted by our Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston. More info to follow... 
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First Church in Albany 
 

110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207 

518-463-4449   www.firstchurchinalbany.org 

• Saturday 12.24 7pm Christmas Eve Service (in person and on  
    Zoom) 

• Sunday 12.25 10am Christmas Sunday Worship (in person and on 
    Zoom) Wear your pjs! 

• Monday 12.26  Office Closed due to holiday 

  9am No Food Pantry due to holiday 

• Tuesday      12.27 12pm No Adult Book Study this week  

• Wednesday 12.28   9am No Food Pantry due to holiday 

  12pm AA Meeting 

  12pm Centering Prayer 

• Thursday 12.29 11:30am Soup Lunch in Clee Park 

• Sunday 1.1 10am New Year’s Sunday Worship (in person and on  
    Zoom) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Monday 1.2  Office Closed due to holiday 

  9am Pantry WILL BE open 

Upcoming Events  

• Thursday 1.5 7:00pm A Night of Worship 

• Sunday  1.18 11:15am Annual Congregational Meeting 

This Week at  
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