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First Church in Albany 
 

110 North Pearl St.  

Albany NY 12207 

518-463-4449    
 

Thank you for spending Christmas Eve with us.  

We hope to see you again soon.  

The First Church in Albany 

Worships at 9am & 10am on Sunday 

Everyone is welcome! 
 

We invite you to Centering Prayer, Wednesday at noon.  

The FCIA Pantry is open Tuesday & Thursday, 9am-11:30am 

 

Visit firstchurchinalbany.org for information about all our ministries 

   

The First Church in Albany 

The Fourth Week of Advent 

December 19, 2021, 10am 

 

at The First Church in Albany 
 

December 24, 2024 at 7pm 
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The First Church in Albany 
(Reformed Church in America) 

 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today 
 

 

 
 
 

Christmas Eve 
December 24, 2024 

 
 
 

 
 

* Rise in body or in spirit    Bold = Speak aloud. 
 

 

We Gather in the Presence of God 
 

Bridge  “Oh What Can I Give Him?”  
   Clover Pagerey  

     
Welcome & Blessing  
 

 “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, the 
 glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” John 1:14  

 

*Call to Worship  Adapted from Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion 

 

Leader: Come, all you who walk in darkness, and see the great light! 

People: The light of Christ has come into the world. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts and sing with joy, for the ancient promises are fulfilled 
in the child of the young woman, Mary. 

People: A child is born to us, a Son is given, and he will be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Leader: Tonight, the angels proclaim the good news of great joy. 
People: Glory to God in the highest, and peace on earth to all! 

Leader: Let us worship the Christ who is Emmanuel—God with us. 
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Our 2024 Christmas Eve Offering 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Justice for Orphans is a faith-based nonprofit in New York dedicated to addressing the 
needs of vulnerable children and families. Through their CarePortal initiative, they 
connect local churches with county-specific care-workers to meet critical needs in their 
communities, providing essential support to children in foster care, at risk of entering 
care, or being reunified with their families. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reformed Church European Crisis Response Fund –  
Established after Russia's invasion of Ukraine, this fund supports refugees at a crisis 
center in Hungary, once a summer camp created by the Reformed Church in America. 
The center provides shelter, food, education, counseling, and helps sponsor a pastor and 
church serving both the camp and surrounding resettled refugees. Most refugees in the 
camp are Roma, an already marginalized people. 
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*Carol 1 
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Prophecy of the Birth of the Messiah: Isaiah 7:14-15 
 
 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is  with 
child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel (which means “God with us”). 
He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good. 
 
*Carol 2   
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Charge & Benediction    
 

Postlude  

 
Worship Leadership: 
  

 Ministers: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston & Rev. Trey Tirpak 
 Liturgist: Various 
 Organist: Iteke Prins 
 Flutist: Jackie Wright 
 Brass Quartet: Brass Abbey 
 Soloist: Clover Pagerey, Becky Hudak 
 Choir: Erica Bliss, Norma Jean Ballou, Jean Lamere, Wendy Hughs, David 
 Bradley, Zak Morton, Ian Leet 
 Hand Chimes: Choir members 
  Technical Team: Joshua Bliss, and Stephen Reohr 

CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689 

Following the Service 



 12 

Christ Candle Reflection            Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 
 

An attendant will come and light the candle of whoever is on the outside of 
the aisle. Please then light the candles of those next to you. 

 

The Shepherds Visit Christ the Messiah: Luke 2:15-20  
 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 
place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all 
these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 
told them. 

 
*Carol 10 
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The Annunciation of the Birth of the Messiah: Luke 1:26-33 
 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said,  “Greetings, 
favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb 
and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 
David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will 
be no end.” 

 
*Carol 3 “Sleep Now Dear Jesus” 
   Becky Hudak, soloist 
 
Prophecy of God’s Promise to Make a Way for Salvation: Isaiah 40:1-5 
 

 Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
 and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she  has 
 received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 
 

 A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight 
 in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up,  and every 
 mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become  level, and the 
 rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all 
 people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
 
Offering       
 

As is First Church’s custom every Christmas Eve, our offering tonight is going to 
two places, one for a local cause, Justice for Orphans, and one for an international 
cause, the Reformed Church European Crisis Response Fund. The total will be split 
between the two organizations. Please see the back of your worship guide for more 
information about these organizations.  
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Carol 4  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Prophecy of the Location of the Messiah’s Birth: Micah 5:2-4a  
 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is 
from of old, from ancient days.  
 

Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has 
brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the 
majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for now 
he shall be great to the ends of the earth. 
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Prophecy Regarding the Messengers of Salvation: Isaiah 52:7-9  

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who 
announces peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says 
to Zion, “Your God reigns.” Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of the Lord to 
Zion. Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord 
has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

 
*Carol 9   
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*Carol 8  
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*Carol 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 8 

The Savior’s Birth: Luke 2:1-7  
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be  
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he 
was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn. 
 

*Carol 6  
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A Christmas Prayer  Rev. Trey Tirpak 

 

Prophecy of Salvation, The Light of the World: Isaiah 9:2-3, 6-7a  
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived 
in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. You have multiplied 
the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy 
at the harvest. 

 

Carol 7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
The Angels Appear and Announce the Good News: Luke 2:8-14  
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news 
of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will 
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, 
 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace and goodwill toward all!” 
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