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First Church in Albany 
 

110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207 
518-463-4449    
 

www.firstchurchinalbany.org 

 

 

  

 

 

Prelude “Adoration” F. Price  
 

Tolling of the Bells   
 

Welcome, Announcements, & Blessing 
 

 Votum: Come unto me all who labor and are heavy   
  burdened and I will give you rest. Says the Lord our   
  God. 
 Amen. 
 

Call to Worship  
 

Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; 
 

Our God is full of compassion. 
 

Let us walk in the presence of the Lord 
In the land of the living, 
Through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

 

*Opening Hymn “I’ll Praise My Maker”     See p.6 
 

Call to Confession 
 

The Lord listens to the cries of the people 
Who turn with full hearts to the One who has mercy. 
Let our tongues now confess in the presence of God 
And of this body. 

 

Holy God, 
In the face of sin, our gravest enemy, 
We call to you for help. 
You know our fault before we speak. 

Forgive us for what we have done in opposition to 
your will. 

Forgive us for those things we have not undertaken 

And for which we know are wrong. 

 

 

The First Church 
in Albany 

(Reformed Church in 
America) 

 

 
Founded in 1642; 

Continuing in Ministry 
Today. 

 

 
In response to God’s 
unconditional love for 

all people made known 
to us in Jesus Christ, 
we are called to be a 

welcoming and 
affirming community. 
The First Church in 

Albany includes young 
and old, families, 

couples and singles, 
rich and poor, persons 

of various races, 
ethnicities, 

backgrounds, sexual 
orientation and gender 

identities, differing 
physical and mental 

abilities, believers and 
seekers. We welcome 
into the full life of the 

church all those whom 
God sends us. 

Centered in Christ, we 
commit ourselves to 

breaking down dividing 
walls and building a 

community where we 
are loved. 
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We have not loved you and our neighbors as we ought. 
We have denied our dependence on you. 
Lead us away from this grief and sorrow. 
Save us so that we may fulfill our vows to you 
And attend to the needs of your people. Amen 

 

 (pause for silent confession) 
 

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law  
 

God, who is gracious and merciful, knows the human desire to save our lives 
by avoiding Jesus’ call to carry the cross, God, who is full of compassion, also 
knows that those who repent have set their minds and hearts on what 
endures for all time. Your sin is forgiven.  The Lord God is a very present help 
to those who seek to follow in the way of divine things, Go with God in joy as 
you take up your cross, in Jesus’ name.  

 

*Passing the Peace 
 

 Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Leader: Let us rise and greet one another with the peace of Christ.  
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

You speak to us, Lord with tongues of wisdom. 
Let your Holy Spirit now open us to hear 
With greater clarity the teachings of today, 
That we may hold dear in yet new ways 
What it is you will for us, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

Sermon Text  Mark 8:22-26  
 

They came to Bethsaida. Some people brought a blind man to him and 
begged him to touch him. He took the blind man by the hand and led him out 
of the village, and when he had put saliva on his eyes and laid his hands on 
him, he asked him, “Can you see anything?” And the man

 
looked up and said, 

“I can see people, but they look like trees, walking.”
 
Then Jesus laid his hands 

on his eyes again, and he looked intently, and his sight was restored, and he 
saw everything clearly.

 
Then he sent him away to his home, saying, “Do not 

even go into the village.” 
 

 

 Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

Sermon It’s a Process!  
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
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Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mashona Walston 
Liturgist: Audrey Ming 
Organist: Iteke Prins 
Vocalist and/or Specialist:  
Audio/Visual: Joshua Bliss and Stephen Reohr 

 

*Hymn of Response  “Open My Eyes that I May See”  See p. 7 
 

Tithes & Offerings If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of 
 First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it in 
 the offering as it goes by.  
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Dedication: In this gifting season, O God, we are grateful for the gift of your 
dear Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Receive we pray these offerings we bring. 
May they be used to serve your Grace and Truth dwelling among us. In 
Christ’s holy name, we pray. Amen.  

 

Offertory Hymn “There Is a Balm in Gilead””  
    

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal 
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God, all creatures here below;  
 Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 

Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

*Sending Hymn “We Cannot Measure How You Heal” See p. 8 
 

Charge & Blessing 
 

Postlude  “Rejoice, for Christ Is King” J.B. Weber
   
 
 

CCLI License #463379;  
One License  #A-700689 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

 done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
 

And forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the 

 power, and the glory forever.  
Amen. 
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Notes & Announcements: 

• Join us in Zimmerman Hall after worship for refreshments and fellowship 

• Thursday, February 13 at 6pm, Castle Island Bilingual Montessori School 
will be holding their annual play 

• The February Consistory meeting has been rescheduled for Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 11 at 6:30pm 
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