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Prelude 
“Come Down, O Love Divine 

    Alfred V. Fedak (b. 1953) 

“Christ, Our Lord to the Jordan Came” 
     J.S. Bach (1685-1750)

Tolling of Bell 

Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing 

O come, let us worship and bow down, let 
us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! For he 
is our God, and we are the people of his 
pasture, and the sheep of his hand.     
Psalm 95:6-7

Call to Worship (Based on Psalm 29)
Leader: The voice of our God is heard in 

blessing, as it echoes in its majestic 
 powers over all creation.
People: We come to worship our God, 

and to celebrate the Mystery and  
Reality that is God’s everlasting glory.

Leader: The voice of God is heard in all 
creation – and it responds with joy to the 
voice of its Creator, Sustainer and 
Renewer.

People: We come to worship our God, 
and to celebrate God’s power and  
generosity towards all creation and all 
peoples.

Leader: We come to worship our God, and 
to celebrate the way we are welcomed into 

 God’s glorious presence.
People: The voice of our Holy God is 

heard in the sacred spaces, and God’s  
grace is received as we worship. Amen.

The First Church in Albany 
First Sunday after Epiphany 

January 11, 2026

The First Church in Albany 
(RCA) 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in 
Ministry Today 

In response to God’s 
unconditional love for all people 

made known to us in Jesus 
Christ, we are called to be a 

welcoming and affirming 
community. The First Church in 
Albany includes young and old, 
families, couples and singles, 

rich and poor, persons of various 
races, ethnicities, backgrounds, 
sexual orientation and gender 

identities, differing physical and 
mental abilities, believers and 

seekers. We welcome into the full 
life of the church all those whom 

God sends us. Centered in 
Christ, we commit ourselves to 

breaking down dividing walls and 
building a community where we 

are loved. 
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*Opening Hymn “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” #466    AZMON 
    See p. 7 
 

Prayer of Confession  
 

We are incredibly stubborn, O Lord. 
We have entered the season in which Your Light has been given to the world, 
your blessings have been poured out on the world, and yet all we can think 
about is our own problems, our own needs, our own desires. Help us to 
desire you, Lord. Help us to yearn for your presence. Pour your baptismal 
waters over us again, cleansing us from our self-pity and arrogance. Nourish 
and heal us so that we may joyfully serve you. Wash away our jealousy, 
greed, and all negative thoughts and behaviors that stand in the way of our 
truly being the people you have called us to be. Again, let us receive the 
blessings offered in creation, in the birth and baptism of Jesus, and in the 
ministry of the saints of light. We ask this in Jesus’ Name. Amen.  
 

Time of silence and reflection 
  

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law Psalm 103:8, 10-12 
 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 
love. He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according 
to our iniquities. For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his 
steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, 
so far he removes our transgressions from us. 
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*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace. 

 (Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!) 

 
Children’s Message & Blessing 

 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Creator God, our soul’s delight, your voice thunders over  

the waters, liberating the future from the past. In the Spirit’s power and the 
waters of rebirth, Jesus was declared your 

blessed and beloved Son; may we recall our baptism, and be disciples of the 
Anointed One. Amen.  

 

Scripture Reading   Isaiah 42:1-9       

  

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God 
   

 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
   my chosen, in whom my soul 
 delights; 
I have put my spirit upon him; 
   he will bring forth justice to the 
 nations. 
He will not cry out or lift up his voice 
   or make it heard in the street; 
 a bruised reed he will not break, 
   and a dimly burning wick he will 
 not quench; 
   he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
He will not grow faint or be crushed 
   until he has established justice in 
the earth, 
   and the coastlands wait for his 
 teaching. 

Thus says God, the Lord, 
   who created the heavens and 
 stretched them out, 
   who spread out the earth and what 
 comes from it, 

who gives breath to the people upon 
 it and spirit to those who walk in it: 
I am the Lord; I have called you in 
 righteousness; 
   I have taken you by the hand and 
 kept you; 
I have given you as a covenant to 
 the people, a light to the nations, 
 to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the 
 dungeon, 
   from the prison those who sit in  
 darkness. 
I am the Lord; that is my name; 
   my glory I give to no other, 
   nor my praise to idols. 
See, the former things have come to 
 pass, and new things I now 
 declare; before they spring forth, 
   I tell you of them. 
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Sermon Text  Matthew 3:13-17 
 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 
John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do 
you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper 
for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when 
Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the 
heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove 
and alighting on him. And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the 
Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

  

 Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People: Praise to you, O Christ! 

  

Sermon title  “My Beloved” Rev. Dr. Mark Mast 
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 

 

*Hymn of Response  “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” #316    TRENTHAM 
  See p 7 

Profession of Faith 
 

 Remembering Our Baptismal Vows 

  Do you believe in God the Father? 

   I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was  
   conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered  
   under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He  
   descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
   ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the  
   Father almighty. From thence he shall come to judge the quick and 
   the dead. 

  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, the  
   communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
   the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Tithes & Offerings  

   If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of First    

   Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place  

   it in the offering as it goes by. 
 

Offertory              Prelude on an Epiphany Chant  
    Maurice Duruflé (1902-1986) 
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*Doxology  #592 in pew hymnal 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*Offertory Prayer  
 

All things have their origin with you, Lord, and from these riches we freely 
give, that your church might grow in this place and throughout the world. 
Amen.  

 

Prayers of the People  

 

(for non-communion Sundays, the handheld mic is walked around to those 
who would like to say a joy or concern outloud; the preacher then prays, 
ending by leading the congregation in reciting the Lord’s Prayer) 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

 

*Sending Hymn           “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” #276                     FAITHFULNESS 
                                                   See p. 8 

*Charge & Blessing 
 

Postlude Toccatina “Azmon” Alfred V. Fedak 
 
 
Note: Join us in Zimmerman Hall after the worship service for Coffee Hour. 
 Enjoy refreshments and fellowship.  
 
***2026 Offering envelopes are available on the table by the Tiffany window.*** 

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mark Mast  

Liturgist:  

Organist: Alfred V. Fedak 

Worship Techs: Joshua Bliss,  
   Stephen Reohr 

CCLI License #463379; One License  #A-700689 



6 

 

7 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 



6 

 

7 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 



8 

 

5 

 

  

*Doxology  #592 in pew hymnal 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*Offertory Prayer  
 

All things have their origin with you, Lord, and from these riches we freely 
give, that your church might grow in this place and throughout the world. 
Amen.  

 

Prayers of the People  

 

(for non-communion Sundays, the handheld mic is walked around to those 
who would like to say a joy or concern outloud; the preacher then prays, 
ending by leading the congregation in reciting the Lord’s Prayer) 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

 

*Sending Hymn           “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” #276                     FAITHFULNESS 
                                                   See p. 8 

*Charge & Blessing 
 

Postlude Toccatina “Azmon” Alfred V. Fedak 
 
 
Note: Join us in Zimmerman Hall after the worship service for Coffee Hour. 
 Enjoy refreshments and fellowship.  
 
***2026 Offering envelopes are available on the table by the Tiffany window.*** 

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mark Mast  

Liturgist:  

Organist: Alfred V. Fedak 

Worship Techs: Joshua Bliss,  
   Stephen Reohr 

CCLI License #463379; One License  #A-700689 



4 

 

 

Sermon Text  Matthew 3:13-17 
 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 
John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do 
you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper 
for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when 
Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the 
heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove 
and alighting on him. And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the 
Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

  

 Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People: Praise to you, O Christ! 

  

Sermon title  “My Beloved” Rev. Dr. Mark Mast 
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 

 

*Hymn of Response  “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” #316    TRENTHAM 
  See p 7 

Profession of Faith 
 

 Remembering Our Baptismal Vows 

  Do you believe in God the Father? 

   I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was  
   conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered  
   under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He  
   descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
   ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the  
   Father almighty. From thence he shall come to judge the quick and 
   the dead. 

  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, the  
   communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
   the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Tithes & Offerings  

   If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of First    

   Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place  

   it in the offering as it goes by. 
 

Offertory              Prelude on an Epiphany Chant  
    Maurice Duruflé (1902-1986) 

9 

 



10 

 

 
 

  
 

3 

 

 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace. 

 (Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!) 

 
Children’s Message & Blessing 

 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Creator God, our soul’s delight, your voice thunders over  

the waters, liberating the future from the past. In the Spirit’s power and the 
waters of rebirth, Jesus was declared your 

blessed and beloved Son; may we recall our baptism, and be disciples of the 
Anointed One. Amen.  

 

Scripture Reading   Isaiah 42:1-9       

  

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God 
   

 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
   my chosen, in whom my soul 
 delights; 
I have put my spirit upon him; 
   he will bring forth justice to the 
 nations. 
He will not cry out or lift up his voice 
   or make it heard in the street; 
 a bruised reed he will not break, 
   and a dimly burning wick he will 
 not quench; 
   he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
He will not grow faint or be crushed 
   until he has established justice in 
the earth, 
   and the coastlands wait for his 
 teaching. 

Thus says God, the Lord, 
   who created the heavens and 
 stretched them out, 
   who spread out the earth and what 
 comes from it, 

who gives breath to the people upon 
 it and spirit to those who walk in it: 
I am the Lord; I have called you in 
 righteousness; 
   I have taken you by the hand and 
 kept you; 
I have given you as a covenant to 
 the people, a light to the nations, 
 to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the 
 dungeon, 
   from the prison those who sit in  
 darkness. 
I am the Lord; that is my name; 
   my glory I give to no other, 
   nor my praise to idols. 
See, the former things have come to 
 pass, and new things I now 
 declare; before they spring forth, 
   I tell you of them. 



2 

 

 

*Opening Hymn “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” #466    AZMON 
    See p. 7 
 

Prayer of Confession  
 

We are incredibly stubborn, O Lord. 
We have entered the season in which Your Light has been given to the world, 
your blessings have been poured out on the world, and yet all we can think 
about is our own problems, our own needs, our own desires. Help us to 
desire you, Lord. Help us to yearn for your presence. Pour your baptismal 
waters over us again, cleansing us from our self-pity and arrogance. Nourish 
and heal us so that we may joyfully serve you. Wash away our jealousy, 
greed, and all negative thoughts and behaviors that stand in the way of our 
truly being the people you have called us to be. Again, let us receive the 
blessings offered in creation, in the birth and baptism of Jesus, and in the 
ministry of the saints of light. We ask this in Jesus’ Name. Amen.  
 

Time of silence and reflection 
  

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law Psalm 103:8, 10-12 
 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 
love. He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according 
to our iniquities. For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his 
steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, 
so far he removes our transgressions from us. 

   
 

11 

 



12  

Prelude 
“Come Down, O Love Divine 

Alfred V. Fedak (b. 1953) 

“Christ, Our Lord to the Jordan Came” 
J.S. Bach (1685-1750)

Tolling of Bell 

Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing  

O come, let us worship and bow down, let 
us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! For he 
is our God, and we are the people of his
pasture, and the sheep of his hand.   
Psalm 95:6-7

Call to Worship (Based on Psalm 29)
Leader: The voice of our God is heard in

blessing, as it echoes in its majestic 
powers over all creation.

People: We come to worship our God,  
and to celebrate the Mystery and 
Reality that is God’s everlasting glory.

Leader: The voice of God is heard in all 
creation – and it responds with joy to the
voice of its Creator, Sustainer and 
Renewer.

People: We come to worship our God,  
and to celebrate God’s power and
generosity towards all creation and all 
peoples.

Leader: We come to worship our God, and  
to celebrate the way we are welcomed into
God’s glorious presence.

People: The voice of our Holy God is 
heard in the sacred spaces, and God’s  
grace is received as we worship. Amen.

The First Church inAlbany
First Sundayafter Epiphany

January 11, 2026

The First Church in Albany 
(RCA) 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in 
Ministry Today 

In response to God’s 
unconditional love for all people 

made known to us in Jesus 
Christ, we are called to be a 

welcoming and affirming 
community. The First Church in 
Albany includes young and old, 
families, couples and singles, 

rich and poor, persons of various 
races, ethnicities, backgrounds, 
sexual orientation and gender 

identities, differing physical and 
mental abilities, believers and 

seekers. We welcome into the full 
life of the church all those whom 

God sends us. Centered in 
Christ, we commit ourselves to 

breaking down dividing walls and 
building a community where we 

are loved. 


	OOS for 1.11.26.pdf
	Binder1.pdf
	OOS for 1.11.26


