The First Church in Albany
(RCA)

Founded in 1642; Continuing in

Ministry Today

In response to God’s
unconditional love for all people
made known to us in Jesus
Christ, we are called to be a
welcoming and affirming
community. The First Church in
Albany includes young and old,
families, couples and singles,
rich and poor, persons of various
races, ethnicities, backgrounds,
sexual orientation and gender
identities, differing physical and
mental abilities, believers and
seekers. We welcome into the full
life of the church all those whom
God sends us. Centered in
Christ, we commit ourselves to
breaking down dividing walls and
building a community where we
are loved.

The First Church in Albany

First Sunday after Epiphany
January 11, 2026

= Prelude

“Come Down, O Love Divine
Alfred V. Fedak (b. 1953)
“Christ, Our Lord to the Jordan Came”
J.S. Bach (1685-1750)

Tolling of Bell

Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing

O come, let us worship and bow down, let
us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! For he
is our God, and we are the people of his
pasture, and the sheep of his hand.

Psalm 95:6-7

Call to Worship (Based on Psalm 29)

Leader: The voice of our God is heard in
blessing, as it echoes in its majestic
powers over all creation.

People: We come to worship our God,
and to celebrate the Mystery and
Reality that is God’s everlasting glory.

Leader: The voice of God is heard in all
creation — and it responds with joy to the
voice of its Creator, Sustainer and
Renewer.

People: We come to worship our God,
and to celebrate God’s power and
generosity towards all creation and all
peoples.

Leader: We come to worship our God, and
to celebrate the way we are welcomed into
God’s glorious presence.

People: The voice of our Holy God is
heard in the sacred spaces, and God’s
grace is received as we worship. Amen.



*Opening Hymn  “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” #466 AZMON
Seep.7

Prayer of Confession

We are incredibly stubborn, O Lord.

We have entered the season in which Your Light has been given to the world,
your blessings have been poured out on the world, and yet all we can think
about is our own problems, our own needs, our own desires. Help us to
desire you, Lord. Help us to yearn for your presence. Pour your baptismal
waters over us again, cleansing us from our self-pity and arrogance. Nourish
and heal us so that we may joyfully serve you. Wash away our jealousy,
greed, and all negative thoughts and behaviors that stand in the way of our
truly being the people you have called us to be. Again, let us receive the
blessings offered in creation, in the birth and baptism of Jesus, and in the
ministry of the saints of light. We ask this in Jesus’ Name. Amen.

Time of silence and reflection

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law Psalm 103:8, 10-12

The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast
love. He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according
to our iniquities. For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his
steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west,
so far he removes our transgressions from us.

Gloria Patri
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*Passing the Peace

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.

People: And also with you.

Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace.
(Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!)

Children’s Message & Blessing

Prayer for lllumination

Creator God, our soul’s delight, your voice thunders over

the waters, liberating the future from the past. In the Spirit’s power and the
waters of rebirth, Jesus was declared your

blessed and beloved Son; may we recall our baptism, and be disciples of the

Anointed One. Amen.

Scripture Reading Isaiah 42:1-9
Here is my servant, whom | uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul
delights;
| have put my spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the
nations.
He will not cry out or lift up his voice
or make it heard in the street;
a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will
not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in
the earth,
and the coastlands wait for his
teaching.
Thus says God, the LORD,
who created the heavens and
stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what
comes from it,

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God

who gives breath to the people upon
it and spirit to those who walk in it:

| am the LoRD; | have called you in
righteousness;
| have taken you by the hand and
kept you;

| have given you as a covenant to
the people, a light to the nations,
to open the eyes that are blind,

to bring out the prisoners from the
dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in
darkness.

| am the LORD; that is my name;
my glory | give to no other,
nor my praise to idols.

See, the former things have come to
pass, and new things | now
declare; before they spring forth,
| tell you of them.



Sermon Text Matthew 3:13-17

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him.
John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do
you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper
for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when
Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the
heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove
and alighting on him. And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the
Beloved, with whom | am well pleased.”

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ!

Sermon title “My Beloved” Rev. Dr. Mark Mast

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word

*Hymn of Response “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” #316 TRENTHAM
Seep7

Profession of Faith

Remembering Our Baptismal Vows

Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth;

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the
Father almighty. From thence he shall come to judge the quick and
the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Tithes & Offerings
If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of First
Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place
it in the offering as it goes by.

Offertory Prelude on an Epiphany Chant
Maurice Duruflé (1902-1986)



*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Offertory Prayer

All things have their origin with you, Lord, and from these riches we freely
give, that your church might grow in this place and throughout the world.
Amen.

Prayers of the People

(for non-communion Sundays, the handheld mic is walked around to those
who would like to say a joy or concern outloud; the preacher then prays,
ending by leading the congregation in reciting the Lord’s Prayer)

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

*Sending Hymn “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” #276 FAITHFULNESS
Seep. 8
*Charge & Blessing

Postlude Toccatina “Azmon” Alfred V. Fedak

Note: Join us in Zimmerman Hall after the worship service for Coffee Hour.
Enjoy refreshments and fellowship.

***2026 Offering envelopes are available on the table by the Tiffany window.***

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mark Mast Worship Techs: Joshua Bliss,
Liturgist: Stephen Reohr
Organist: Alfred V. Fedak CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689
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The First Church in Albany

firstchurchinalbany.org

A 1. .

i Worship
L g =t Sunday at 10am in our Sanctuary
18 & TLEL Also live streamed on our
%'i_‘l‘rj“f“i YouTube channel

| L

Y[f? - | (Occasional Services will be
L2 i

Em : held in the Chapel)

2 Centering Prayer
Wednesday at Noon in our Powell Room

3 Food Pantry

Tuesday and Thursday from 9am - 11:30am
Located at our Orange St. door

We are a Platinum Level pantry with the Food Pantries
of the Capital District.

4 Soup & Sandwiches in Clee Park $s$
Wednesday from 11:30am - 1pm in Clee Park O
We love to share a meal with all our neighbors. Everyone \—<l

is welcome and there is no charge! Delicious homemade
soup and classic P B & J sandwiches. We also share fruit,
treats and when available, cold weather gear like gloves
and hats. Join us!

5 FirstKIDS

Sunday during worship in the 2" Floor Studio Room (except for

~7 Communion Sundays). The format is student artists learning about
the church’s liturgical calendar, the stories of the bible that the
calendar is based on, and how to communicate with followers who
worship visually.




O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing

Charles Wesley, 1738; alt.

AZMON CM

466

Carl Gotthelf Glaser, 1828
Arr. Lowell Mason, 1839
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Breathe on Me, Breath of God

Edwin Hatch, 1886

TRENTHAM SM

316

Robert Jackson, 1894
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GOD Lamentations 3:22-23

2776 Great Is Thy Faithfulness

FAITHFULNESS  11.10.11.10 with refrain

Thomas Obediah Chisholm, 1923 William Marion Runyan, 1923
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As Thou hast been Thoufor - ev - er wilt be.
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*Or “Great is Thy faithfulness, O God, Creator.”

Text and Music: Copyright 1923, Renewal 1951 by Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.
Used by permission.
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Current Joys & Concerns
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For Jim Gallagher, son-in-law of Joyce Recene

For Audrey, a friend of Colleen Lais’, hospitalized

For Alfred & Susan Fedak, with the passing of Al's brother

For Michelle Williams, hospitalized with a respiratory illness, but
improving.

For everyone honoring the Christmas holidays in a new way this
year due to loss or hardship

For the planning and preparation for our Christmas Eve
Services.

For Zachary, son of Joy Smith. For Joy and sister Brie as they
support him

For Jill Busman, continuing medical treatment, and for her
husband Kent, as he supports her

AND

Wednesday;

@ Indicates a new request

(To add an item to the prayer chain, contact the
minister, the office or a member of consistory.)

Note: Prayer concerns will be kept on the list for 4 Sundays.
Please let the office or a member of Consistory know if a concern
needs to be kept on after that.

Ongoing Needs

Olivia Gaydushek

Mia Westman

For areas recovering from natural disasters like

flooding, fires, earthquakes, etc.

« For war-torn places and areas of conflict throughout
the world

« For the food insecure wrestling with loss of benefits,
and for pantries and food banks as they try to fill the
needs

« For all those impacted by mass-shooting incidents, for

peace and comfort

GiveThanks

« For our coming together in worship, and the
opportunity to praise God
« The Church of today, and the Church of the future.

Join us in the park for lunch. Fresh
™ homemade soup and sandwiches.
Free to all. Caring for our neighbors.

If you would like to volunteer to serve
on a Wednesday, please contact

office@firstchurchinalbany.org
= =

ALBANY
’o

% e ¢ i o

#firstchurchinmotion

10

i <) i - NS

P



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
FEBRUARY 1 2 3
2026 X "
S MTWTF S
1 2 3 456 17
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 .
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 Pantry and Offic
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 Closed for
holiday
i & 4 5|82. . 6| & &= 7] wee. 8 9 10
w7 | @ BN I
vl\lndolt-:‘lr P —— Pan: c:'r‘;;g:'g Soupl b
Sandwi
109’:mp o 9amwsh2|:¥:nrtg Topm | CHRHE Pantry
i 11:30am 9am
Coffee Epiphany . |
Hour 2
"
bl 1 12 ﬂg 13| & e 14 4. 15 16 17
] » Sy
nﬁ;;;r “ Centering So%:& ’
“%':mp Pgntry 12;m Sandwiches Pantry
— am 9am
AA
ﬁ 12pm
Coffee
Hour
18 20| K e» 21| . 22 23 24
Indoor Centering \-‘;\ ‘,
Worship Prayer  Soup&
iy 12pm Sandwiches Pantry
ﬁ 12pm 9am
ff
Coffee MLK Jr. Day y Weathervanes
12:30pm
Office Closed
a8 o ®
25 26 | . 27| & e 28 29 30 31
[ r" - N
Indoo | Centerin Soup &
Worship Praye,g Sandwiches
10am Pantry 12pm
i 9am
Coffee AA
Hour 12pm
‘/\,/‘”h/ ~ A ~~ '\/‘»/\\/“A/A,_\ '\/hr‘A ~ _/\/**A//\ »\,’AACN \/\/"A’\/\/\ /\/AnA,NAAdﬂ\/fA AN N :\j
« a2 £ BIBLE
Key. “? s | ‘m’ " ,’. @__, .
XY ] B ~N ] KA
Indoor Communion Ct;fee Pantry Centering Soup & AA First Zoom
Worship Sunday Hour 9am Prayer 12pm Sandwiches 12pm KIDS Study
10am 1pm

11



ALBANY

»
/YSF'EOPLE oS

The First Church in Albany

110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207

518-463-4449
www.firstchurchinalbany.org
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