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Prelude “God Is Truly with Us “   arr. Roberta Bitgood 

Tolling of Bell 

Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. Grace to 
you and peace from God our Creator and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Call to Worship 

Leader:The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
People:  The light shines in Galilee and in our midst. 
Leader:The Lord is our light and our salvation. 
People: Whom shall we fear? 
Leader: Jesus calls, “Follow me.” 
People: We come to walk in the light of Christ. 
Leader: Come, let us worship the God who calls us out of darkness. 
All: Let us follow Christ, the light of the world. 

*Opening Hymn   “For the Beauty of the Earth”  #14 GTG DIX 
See p. 6 

The First Church in Albany (RCA) 

Founded in 1642; Continuing in Ministry Today 

In response to God’s unconditional love for all people made known to us in Jesus Christ, we are called 
to be a welcoming and affirming community. The First Church in Albany includes young and old, 

families, couples and singles, rich and poor, persons of various races, ethnicities, backgrounds, sexual 
orientation and gender identities, differing physical and mental abilities, believers and seekers. We 

welcome into the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. Centered in Christ, we commit 
ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and building a community where we are loved. 
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Call to Confession: 

 Let us pause here to confess the sins that have kept us from recognizing and 
 enjoying God’s presence.  

 

Prayer of Confession  

 Gracious God, when despair and suffering overwhelm us, we cry out for 
 you and feel abandoned. We doubt your presence and your promises. 
 We believe you have turned away from us in anger. We ask why you 
 have forsaken us. In these moments, strengthen us in faith and fill our 
 hearts with courage. We believe, God. Help our unbelief. Amen 

 

Time of silence and reflection 

 

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law 

 With everlasting love I will have compassion on you, 
 says the Lord, your Redeemer. I, I am he who blots out your transgressions 
 for my own sake, and I will not remember your sins. 
 Return to me, for I have redeemed you.   -Isaiah 54:8; 43:25; 44:22  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace. 

 (Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!) 
 

Children’s Message & Blessing 
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Prayer for Illumination 
 

 O God, you spoke your word and revealed your good news in Jesus, the 
 Christ. Fill all creation with that word again, so that by proclaiming your joyful 
 promises to all nations and singing of your glorious hope to all peoples, we 
 may become one living body, your incarnate presence on the earth. Amen. 
 

Scripture Reading Psalm 27:1, 4-9      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon Text 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
 

Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among 
you but that you be knit together in the same mind and the same purpose.

 
For 

it has been made clear to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels 
among you, my brothers and sisters. What I mean is that each of you says, “I 
belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong 
to Christ.” Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you 
baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God

 
that I baptized none of you except 

Crispus and Gaius, so that no one can say that you were baptized in my 
name. I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do  

The Lord is my light and my 
 salvation; whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 

    of whom shall I be afraid? 

 

One thing I asked of the Lord; 
    this I seek: 
to live in the house of the Lord 
    all the days of my life, 
to behold the beauty of the Lord, 
    and to inquire in his temple.  

For he will hide me in his shelter 
    in the day of trouble; 
he will conceal me under the cover 
  of his tent; 
     he will set me high on a rock. 

Now my head is lifted up 
     above my enemies all around 
  me, and I will offer in his tent 
    sacrifices with shouts of joy; 

I will sing and make melody to the 
  Lord. 

Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud; 
   be gracious to me and answer 
  me! 
 

“Come,” my heart says, “seek his 
  face!” 
     Your face, Lord, do I seek. 
 

  Do not hide your face from me. 

 Do not turn your servant away in 
  anger, you who have been my 
  help. 
 Do not cast me off; do not forsake 
  me, 
  O God of my salvation! 
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not know whether I baptized anyone else. For Christ did not send me to 
baptize but to proclaim the gospel—and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the 
cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 
 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
 

Leader: The Word of the Lord  
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 

  

Sermon title  “Touchy-Feely Jesus Stuff!”  Rev. Dr. Mark Mast 
 

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word 
 

*Hymn of Response  “We Are One in the Spirit” 300 GTG    
                                                        THEY’LL KNOW WE ARE CHRISTIANS
                              See p. 7 
 

Profession of Faith - (Inspired by the Belhar Confession)  
 

 Leader: We believe in the triune God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, who 
  gathers, protects and cares for his Church by his Word and his Spirit, as  
  He has done since the beginning of the world and will do to the end.  
 People: We believe in one holy, universal Christian Church, the  
  communion of saints called from the entire human family. 
  We believe that Christ’s work of reconciliation is made manifest in the 
  Church as the community of believers who have been reconciled with 
  God and with one another. That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an 
  obligation for the Church of Jesus Christ.  
 Leader: This unity of the people of God must be manifested and be active in a 
  variety of ways: in that we love one another; that we experience, practice 
  and pursue community with one another; that we are obligated to give  
  ourselves willingly and joyfully to be of benefit and blessing to one  
  another;  
 People: that we share one faith, have one calling, are of one soul and  
  one mind; have one God and Father, are filled with one Spirit, are  
  baptized with one baptism, eat of one bread and drink of one cup,  
  confess one Name; are obedient to one Lord, work for one cause, and 
  share one hope. 
 ALL: To the one and only God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, be the 
  honor and the glory for ever and ever. 
 

Tithes & Offerings  
 

   If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of First    
   Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place  
   it in the offering as it goes by. 
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Offertory  “Aria” Emma Lou Diemer 
     
*Doxology  #592 in pew hymnal 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  

*Offertory Prayer 
  

 God is the giver of every good gift, pouring out grace upon grace on us and 
 our world. We give back a portion of those gifts in humility and thanksgiving. 
 Amen.  
 

Prayers of the People  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 
 

*Sending Hymn           “The Church’s One Foundation” 321 GTG     
    AURELIA  

                                                  See p. 8 
*Charge & Blessing 
 

Postlude “Marching to Zion”   Joyce Jones  
 
Note: Join us in Zimmerman Hall after worship for Coffee Hour!  

 
 

Today’s Hymns are found in the Glory to God Hymnal. 
 

 
 

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Mark Mast  

Liturgist: Elder Peter Pagerey 

Organist: Gloria Norton 

Worship Techs: Joshua Bliss,  
   Stephen Reohr 

CCLI License #463379; One License  #A-700689 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 
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