The First Church in
Albany (Reformed
Church in America)

Founded in 1642; Continuing
in Ministry Today.

In response to God'’s
unconditional love for all
people made known to
us in Jesus Christ, we
are called to be a
welcoming and affirming
community. The First
Church in Albany
includes young and old,
families, couples and
singles, rich and poor,
persons of various
races, ethnicities,
backgrounds, sexual
orientation and gender
identities, differing
physical and mental
abilities, believers and
seekers. We welcome
into the full life of the
church all those whom
God sends us.
Centered in Christ, we
commit ourselves to
breaking down dividing
walls and building a
community where we
are loved.

Prelude “Andante” from Piano Sonata No.1, K.279
W. A. Mozart

Tolling of Bell

Welcome, Announcement, & Blessing

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.” Amen. |l Corinthians 13:14

Call to Worship based on Psalm 111

Votum: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made
heaven and earth. Amen.

Leader: Come, and praise God!

In the company of the God’s people,

let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Great are the works of God,

full of glory and majesty.
Leader: Our God is gracious and compassionate;
People: our God is merciful and forgiving
Leader: our God is faithful and trustworthy,
People: our God is just and good.
Leader: So come, let’s worship God together.
People: God’s praise will last forever!

*Opening Hymn“All Creatures of Our God and King”
Seep.6



Prayer of Confession

Almighty God, we confess how hard it is to be your people.

You have called us to be the church,

to continue the mission of Jesus Christ to our lonely and confused
world. Yet we acknowledge we are more apathetic than active,
isolated than involved, callous than compassionate,

obstinate than obedient, legalistic than loving.

Gracious Lord, have mercy upon us and forgive our sins.
Remove the obstacles preventing us

from being your representatives to a broken world.

Awaken our hearts to the promised gift of your indwelling Spirit.
This we pray in Jesus’ powerful name. Amen.

Time of silence and reflection

Assurance of Pardon & Fulfillment of the Law

The LORD is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
He will not always accuse,
nor will he keep his anger forever.
He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our
iniquities. For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is
from the west,
so far he removes our transgressions from us. As a father has compassion for
his children,
so the LORD has compassion for those who fear him.
—Psalm 103:8-13, NRSV

*Passing the Peace

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us greet one another with Christ’s peace
(Don’t forget to wave to those worshiping from home!)

Children’s Message & Blessing

Prayer for lllumination

Lord Christ,
We believe in you.
Help our unbelief. Amen.



Scripture Reading 2 TImothy 2:8-15

Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David—that
is my gospel, for which | suffer hardship, even to the point of being chained
like a criminal. But the word of God is not chained. Therefore | endure
everything for the sake of the elect, so that they may also obtain the salvation
that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. The saying is sure:

If we have died with him, we will also live with him;

if we endure, we will also reign with him;
if we deny him, he will also deny us;

if we are faithless, he remains faithful—
he cannot deny himself.

Remind them of this, and warn them before the Lord that they are to avoid
wrangling over words, which does no good but only ruins those who are
listening. Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved by him, a
worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly explaining the word of truth.

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon Text Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7

These are the words of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from
Jerusalem to the remaining elders among the exiles and to the priests, the
prophets, and all the people whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from
Jerusalem to Babylon.

Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom | have
sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and live in them;
plant gardens and eat what they produce. Take wives and have sons and
daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage,
that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease.
But seek the welfare of the city where | have sent you into exile, and pray to
the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon “Displaced on Mission”
Rev. Jeffrey S. M. Kroondyk

A Prayer of Blessing on the Word

*Hymn of Response “For the Healing of the Nations” See P. 8



Profession of Faith Heidelberg Catechism, Q & A 75

Leader: Question: “How does the Lord’s Supper remind and assure you that you
share in Christ’s one sacrifice on the cross and in all his gifts?”

People: Answer: In this way: Christ has commanded me and all believers
to eat this broken bread and to drink this cup. With this command he gave
this promise: First, as surely as | see with my eyes the bread of the Lord
broken for me, and the cup given to me, so surely his body was offered
and broken for me and his blood poured out for me on the cross. Second,
as surely as | receive from the hand of the one who serves, and taste with
my mouth the bread and cup of the Lord, given me as sure signs of
Christ’s body and blood, so surely he nourishes and refreshes my soul for
eternal life with his crucified body and poured-out blood.

Tithes & Offerings If you would like to connect more with the life and mission of
First Church, please fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew and place it in
the offering as it goes by.

Offertory  “October: Autumn Song” from The Seasons, Op.37a
P. Tchaikovsky

*Doxology #592 in pew hymnal

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Offertory Prayer

Good God, may these gifts be used to spread your love, hope, and healing to
a world in need. Thank you for your love that never fails us. Amen.

Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, And forgive us our debts,
hallowed be thy name, as we forgive our debtors.

thy kingdom come, And lead us not into temptation,
thy will be done, but deliver us from evil.

on earth as it is in heaven. For thine is the kingdom, and the
Give us this day our daily bread. power, and the glory forever.

Amen.



*Sending Hymn

*Charge & Blessing

Postlude:

“Go My Children with My blessing”

Seep. 9

“Song Without Words No. 4, Op. 19” F. Mendelssohn

Note: Join us in downstairs in Zimmerman Hall for Coffee, Refreshments and
Fellowship.

Preacher: Rev. Jeffrey S. M. Kroondyk

Liturgist: Joanne Farrell

Pi

anist: Eugene Sit

Worship Tech(s): Joshua Bliss, Stephen Reohr

CCLI License #463379; One License #A-700689

Prayerg . ...

Current Joys & Concerns

- For wife Edith, the family, and friends of lan Leet, who passed
on Saturday, Oct. 4, after a brief iliness. lan was very much a
part of our First Church history, and his presence will be
greatly missed.

We rejoice that our sister Iteke Prins is now in the presence
of the Lord she loved so much in life. We pray for family and
friends as they mourn her passing and give thanks for the
time she shared with us at the First Church. We are surely
better for it

For Shirley Mockel, very dear friend of Marilyn Bradley, as
she is once again being treated for cancer.

For Joeanna Brown, recovering at home after being
hospitalized this week

For Judith Utley-Suess, dealing with some health concerns

For John Bowen and family, at the passing of his brother Jim,
after a recent stroke

For John & Star Haviland, as John continues treatment for a
health concern

Keith Curry, church sexton, for healing and recovery

Carolyn Allen, for upcoming medical tests

For Jill Busman, wife of Kent Busman (retired director of
Camp Fowler), who is undergoing cancer treatment

. Zachary, son of Joy Smith, experiencing a complicated
medical issue

(To add an item to the prayer chain, contact
a minister, the office or a member of
consistory. )

A
‘A. Indicates a new listing

Ongoing Needs

« Olivia Gaydushek
« Mia Westman

- First Church, as it moves forward with a pastoral transition.
For all that makes up that transition process.

- For areas recovering from natural disasters like flooding,
fires, earthquakes, etc.

- For war-torn places and area of conflict throughout the world

Give Thanks

- For the work of our newly formed transition team as they
seek to fill the position of interim pastor and as they
facilitate worship and ministry in the meantime.

« For all who participated in the service for Iteke Prins. The
music and choir, the readings, and the eulogy honored a
dear friend of First Church

Note: Prayer concerns will be kept on the list for 4
Sundays. Please let the office or a member of
%o?sistory know if a concern needs to be kept on after
that.



CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

15 All Creatures of Our God and King
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Sometimes called “The Canticle of the Sun,” this cosmic roll call allows human beings to give voice to all
creation. One of the earliest religious poems in the Italian language, it is made even more expansive by this
broad, repetitive melody with interspersed “Alleluias.”

TEXT: Francis of Assisi, 1225; trans, composite LASST UNS ERFREUEN
MUSIC: Geistliche Kirchengesidng, 1623, alt.; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906 LM with alleluias
(this tune in a higher key, 327)




THE LIFE OF THE NATIONS

346 For the Healing of the Nations
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The first line of this text quotes the declared purpose of the leaves of the tree of life growing beside the river
of life in the heavenly Jerusalem (Revelation 22:2). The hymn continues by identifying some of the many

ways we are called to share with God in this healing work.

TEXT: Fred Kaan, 1965
MUSIC: John Francis Wade, c. 1750; harm. Hymns Ancient & Modern, 1861
Text © 1968 Hope Publishing Company
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T. THOMAS (Wade)
8.7.8.7



SENDING

Go, My Children, with My Blessing 547
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1 “Go, my chil-dren, with my bless -ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.
3 “Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to me.
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Wak - ing, sleep -ing, I am with you, you are my own.
Here  you learned how much I love you, what I can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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Because this Welsh melody usually sets evening texts, the author was asked to create one for use in daytime.
His recasting of the Aaronic blessing in Numbers 6:22-27 imagines that passage as a benediction that might
be spoken by God at the conclusion of a worship service.

TEXT: Jaroslav ). Vajda,
MUSIC: Welsh melody
Text © 1983 Concordia

1983

Publishing House
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SOUP & SANDWIBHES

Begins) Wednesday
November/S
TimesTBD)

‘l

Join us in the park for lunch. Fresh
™ homemade soup and sandwiches.
Free to all. Caring for our neighbors.

If you would like to volunteer to serve
on a Wednesday, please contact
offlce@flrstchurchmalbany org

Our FCIA Food Pantry will receive a $1 donation for every
$2.50 reusable bag sold in October at the Hannaford at 900
Central Ave., Century Il Mall, Albany NY

" TG« '-'--;.‘*-‘ o~

These bags are the best pick in the patch
this October! When you visit our selected
Hannaford store this month, get your
own reusable Fight Hunger Bag for just
$2.50. Every bag sold will send a $1
donation our way!

hannaford.2givelocal.com
Fight Hunger Bag Program
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FOR MORE INFO VISIT US AT
WWW.FIRSTCHURCHINALBANY.ORG

The First Church in Albany

110 North Pearl St., Albany NY 12207
518-463-4449

www.firstchurchinalbany.org
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